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Curriculum Framework Alignment and Scoring Guidelines 

Learning Objectives Historical Thinking Skills Key Concepts

NAT 1.0 Explain how ideas about democracy, 
freedom, and individualism found expression 
in the development of cultural values, political 
institutions, and American identity.

Interpretation 3.2 II
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Scores and Commentary 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.

Overview

Short-answer question 3 asks students to contrast competing interpretations of 
the causes and significance of the American Revolution, written by two of the 
Revolution’s participants: John Adams and Benjamin Rush.

Sample SA-3A
Score: 3

a.	 1 point: This response earns the point by explaining that Adams and Rush 
differed over the nature of the Revolution. Although it is limited in its 
discussion, the response correctly explains the two authors as differing over 
when the Revolution can be said to have occurred.

b.	 1 point: This response earns the point by explaining how evidence, in this case 
the Boston Tea Party, can be used to support Adams’s position. The student’s 
statement that the Boston Tea Party was evidence that “the colonists began to 
despise the monarchy and mentally rebel” explains the connection between the 
evidence and Adams’s position.

c.	 1 point: This response earns the point by explaining how the failure of the 
Articles of Confederation can be used to support Rush’s interpretation that the 
nation had “yet to establish and perfect [its] new forms of government.”

Sample SA-3B
Score: 2

a.	 1 point: This response earns the point for correctly explaining the different 
interpretations of the Revolution held by Adams and Rush, locating the 
difference in when the Revolution can be said to have occurred. 

b.	 1 point: Although this response is not well structured, it earns the point for 
explaining how the Declaration of Independence and development of “American 
identity” both occurred before the battle at Lexington and therefore could be 
used to support Adams’s position.

c.	 0 points: This response does not earn a point for supporting Rush’s position with 
evidence, as the example of British troops does not support Rush’s case. This 
response seems to confuse the Revolution with the war, which is precisely the 
kind of confusion Rush’s interpretation is refuting.

Sample SA-3C
Score: 1

a.	 0 points: This response does not provide enough information about Adams's and 
Rush’s interpretations to earn the point for explaining the difference between 
them. To earn the point, the response needed to go beyond a restatement of the 
quote and explain why the authors held those views.  
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b.	 0 points: This response earns no point for supporting Adams's view of the 
Revolution because the Civil War is outside of the time period, and it is not clear 
how it could be used to support Adams's viewpoint. 

c.	 1 point: This response earns the point by explaining that the Constitution and 
Bill of Rights are evidence that United States had to “perfect our new form 
of government,” supporting Rush’s contention that the Revolution was an 
ongoing, evolving process.
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