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Question 3 
 
3 points 
 
One point is earned for the definition of political legitimacy, and 1 point is earned for each of two 
identifications of sources of legitimacy. 

 
Definition: Political legitimacy is the general belief that the government has the right to rule/exercise 
authority. 

 
Acceptable sources of legitimacy may include: 

• Constitutions. 
• The charisma of an individual leader. 
• Belief systems/ideologies/founding myths. 
• Competitive elections (or specific elements of popular sovereignty). 
• Tradition (monarchy, birthright).  
• Rational-legal authority/rule of law; however, responses that identify “the legal system” or “laws,” 

without further elaboration, do not earn a point.  
• Religion/ideology. 
• Revolutions. 
• “Political culture” is acceptable if the response identifies a specific dimension of political culture. 

 
A score of zero (0) is earned for an attempted answer that earns no points. 
 
A score of dash (—) is earned for a blank or off-task answer.  
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Question 3 
 
Overview 
 
The intent of this question was to test students’ knowledge and understanding of political legitimacy, a 
core concept for the study of political science.  
 
Sample: 3A 
Score: 3 
 
This response correctly defines political legitimacy as “a person’s, group of persons’, or government’s right 
to rule” (1 point). Two sources of political legitimacy are identified: tradition (1 point), and charisma (1 
point).  
 
Sample: 3B 
Score:  2 
 
This response correctly defines political legitimacy in terms of “the level of citizen’s trust on the government’s 
right to rule the country” (1 point). Free and fair elections are correctly identified as a source of political 
legitimacy (1 point). The response did not earn the third point because it incorrectly identifies political 
performance as a source of political legitimacy. 
 
Sample: 3C 
Score: 1  
 
This response does not correctly define political legitimacy when it states that it is “the feeling people have 
about their government and how well they feel it is representing their needs and wants.” This relates to 
performance and outputs, which are conceptually distinct from political legitimacy. Absence of corruption is 
incorrectly identified as a source of legitimacy; it is sometimes the case that corrupt governments have 
political legitimacy and vice versa. Free and fair elections, as opposed to corrupt ones, are correctly identified 
as a source of political legitimacy (1 point). 
 




