AP® COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
2007 SCORING GUIDELINES

Question 2
2 points

One point is earned for the definition of devolution. One point is earned for identifying one institution
created by devolution in the United Kingdom in the past 10 years.

Common definitions of devolution are:
e Devolution is the decentralization of national/central power to local units of government.
o Devolution is the decentralization of power from the center to local units.

The definition will not earn a point if it refers exclusively to federal systems.

The definition will not earn a point if it simply says power devolves to the states.

Institutions created by devolution in the UK:

Scottish Parliament.

Welsh Assembly.

Northern Ireland Assembly.
Mayor of London.

The answer must specify a specific legislative body in the case of Northern Ireland, Wales, and Scotland,
but does not have to use the exact name of the institution.

A score of zero (0) is earned for an attempted answer that earns no points.

A score of dash (—) is earned for a blank or off-task answer.
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AP® COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
2007 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 2

Overview

The purpose of this question was for students to show that they understood and could define the concept
of devolution and could then apply the definition by providing an example of an institution of government
created by devolution.

Sample: 2A
Score: 2

The response earned 1 point for defining devolution as “the dispertion [sic] of power from the central
government to the regional and local governments so that a type of power sharing may occur.”

The response earned 1 point for identifying the office of the Mayor of London as an institution created by
devolution.

Sample: 2B
Score: 1

The response earned 1 point for defining devolution as “the process of decentralizing power from a central,
collective part of the government to lower subsets of government. Local officials gain more power,
somewhat similar to federalism, but not in a formal manner.”

The response did not earn a second point because no institution created by devolution is identified.

Sample: 2C
Score: 0

The response did not earn any points because the student’s definition (“Devolution is giving national power
to people”) is inaccurate. In addition, the response does not identify an institution created by devolution.
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