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2007 SCORING GUIDELINES 

 
Question 3 

 
2 points 
 
One point is earned for each of two correct similarities in the goals of the Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution in China and the Cultural Revolution in Iran. 
 
The focus of the question is on goals and not on process or outcomes. 
 
The Cultural Revolution in Iran is not the Islamic Revolution; it is the revolution that follows.   
  
Acceptable similarities may include: 
 

• Cleansing of Western values/anticapitalism. 
• Revising education.  
• Purging political enemies 
• Reinforcing political legitimacy.  
• Purging educational institutions. 
• Affirming revolutionary ideals/values.  
• Promoting ideological conformity. 
• Repressing dissent.   
• Attacking intelligentsia/middle class. 
• Discrediting the past/old order. 
• Elevating the status of the leader/cult of personality. 

 
Unacceptable answers include: 
 

• Equivalence between Red Guards and student mobilization in Iran; student radicalization; closing 
the universities; making countries stronger; taking of U.S. hostages  
 

• Economics; regime change; describing what a revolution does (change government). 
 

A score of zero (0) is earned for an attempted answer that earns no points. 
 
A score of dash (—) is earned for a blank or off-task answer. 
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AP® COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
2007 SCORING COMMENTARY 

 
Question 3 

 
Overview 
 
The intent of the question was to have students demonstrate that they could distinguish between generic 
revolutionary goals and specific types of revolutions—in this case, to identify two similar goals of the Great 
Proletarian Cultural Revolution in China and the Cultural Revolution in Iran.  
 
Sample: 3A 
Score: 2 
 
The response earned 1 point for correctly identifying “their intent to restore their respective ideologies” 
(communism in China and Islamic fundamentalist ideals in Iran) as a similar goal of the Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution in China and the Cultural Revolution in Iran. 
 
The response earned 1 point for identifying the Chinese and Iranian leaders’ desire “to gain more power” as 
a similar goal of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in China and the Cultural Revolution in Iran. 
 
Sample: 3B 
Score: 1 
 
The response earned 1 point for identifying the removal of Western influence as a similar goal of the Great 
Proletarian Cultural Revolution in China and the Cultural Revolution in Iran.  
 
Sample: 3C 
Score: 1 
 
The student correctly identifies promoting ideological conformity as a similar goal of the Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution in China and the Cultural Revolution in Iran. 
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