AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

2007 SCORING GUIDELINES
Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation and Return Telephone Call

EXCELLENT .
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD .
Suggests

emerging

excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD .
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE .
Suggests

emerging
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK .
Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK .
Demonstrates

lack of

competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing

that earns credit .

TASK COMPLETION

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a very thorough and
appropriate response;
includes elaboration and
detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate
response

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a basic but
appropriate answer

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate but
incomplete answer

Addresses prompt minimally
or marginally

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression

Natural pace with minimal
hesitation or repetition

Pronunciation virtually error-free

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of
expression

Smooth pace with occasional
hesitation or repetition, which
does not distract from the
message

Infrequent or insignificant errors
in pronunciation

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Generally consistent pace with
some unnatural hesitation or
repetition

Errors in pronunciation do not
necessitate special listener effort
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register and style appropriate to
situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes
with comprehensibility
Inconsistent pace marked by
some hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation sometimes
necessitate special listener effort
Use of register and style
appropriate to situation
inconsistent or includes many
errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Frequent hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener effort
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility

Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt

LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms
Excellent use of grammar and

syntax, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, with
sporadic

errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, but
with several errors in complex
structures or limited to simple
structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language

“Idon’t know,” “I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese

Not in Japanese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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Conversation
Note: In the transcriptions of students’ responses, two dots indicate a pause.
Overview

This task evaluates speaking in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students respond as
part of a simulated conversation. It comprises a statement identifying an interlocutor and conversation
topic and four questions. Students have 20 seconds to speak at each turn in the conversation. Each of the
four responses receives a holistic score, based on how well it accomplishes the assigned task; all four
scores count equally in calculating the total score.

The prompt on the 2007 exam directed students to engage in a conversation with Naoto Moriyama, a
representative from a youth center, about student activities. They were expected to respond appropriately
to an expression of appreciation, to express a preference, to explain that preference, and to describe a
topic on which they could speak at the youth center.

Conversation 1

Sample: A
Score: 6

Z B, ¥ FE LT, [identifying information deleted] *H LEd, Z D, EDOT o /7r— FOHT
T, HIELPEICTESTNDHE, WnEEST, BYEF, BBRRITETD LD RFELHIUL, 1]
TH, E2oTLEE, LALLBBEWLET,

This response is thorough and detailed, containing rich vocabulary and idioms. Complex grammatical
structures are used appropriately, and the use of 4%&% enhances the quality of the response. The student’s
delivery is natural with only minimal hesitations. The response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal
speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 3

FLOELT, RiiBE A, BROT T —F, HONREITIVET, 2oL, THHIE, =
AABH=TTh, TLHELT,

The student begins well with both a greeting and a mention of the 7" %7 — I, which are appropriate
responses to the prompt. The response flows easily, and pronunciation does not interfere with
comprehensibility. However, the second half of the response is disorganized, detracting from the overall
quality of the response and preventing it from earning a higher score. Overall, the response suggests
emerging competence in interpersonal speaking.
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Conversation 1 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

1TV, FAIX [identifying information deleted] & A, FAIZ [identifying information deleted] D, &
—. Lo orlcnhitzn, b—FHiFarze, H— < IAVAFR=Y, H—, BTEET, £
LT, £&THHFETT, IZILHLELT,

The first part of the response seems to be appropriate because it contains the student’s self-introduction,
but the rest seems to be unrelated to the prompt. Had the second part of the response been related to the
prompt, it would have received a higher score.
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Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 5

TIE AT TATOMFEETLIHNHE T, HO, TELHRETADKILID, N, o D, HD, Z
2L NE—HEICRNL STV T HDONIFE T, N1, .

This is a thorough and appropriate response that suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal speaking.
Stopping and rewording, however, affect the overall quality. While errors in complex structures are evident,
the response generally contains appropriate grammar and syntax. Vocabulary and idioms are varied, and
there are minimal errors in pronunciation. The response would have earned a higher score had the delivery
been better and included more elaboration or detail.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Z—&. o o TINA MIWFETE, IFE, T, 20D, 29, o o BED, bbHolz, o . bbo
T2, THANRAL I FE, £, bodfE T, , L.

This response is appropriate because it states a preference. It did not earn a higher score of 4 because of
errors in grammatical structures (inappropriate use of 727> %), strained flow of expression, and limited
vocabulary (adjective use limited to #f ). This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal
speaking.

Sample: C
Score: 2

TNNA RPIEE TS, TS RO, 202, paid LE LT, Uh, ETHWNTY, T8 b
oo o ETHL o IFNTY,

Although the beginning of the response gives a preference, the remainder contains inappropriate use of
English ( “paid” ) and finishes with an unintelligible utterance (& T% . , 1%V T7). This response
suggests lack of competence in interpersonal speaking.
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Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 5

T XV E-T, R, H—BOPHZ RIS, T2 RRITTTE60VTEVWATLENS, TS
MILoED F 50 ZENTV, Hb—FT 0 E, ZbFS, TAAL RRLIEWATY,

The response answers the prompt fully. However, hesitations are noticeable and seem to affect the
student's ability to express more. There are mistakes in both grammar and word choice, but they do not
impede comprehension. The response would have been better if the student had elaborated further, such
as by explaining why volunteer work is not suitable for her. The response suggests emerging excellence in
interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

SOXZERILIT, MDONTH, MOANDTIZERNDLNETT, o o o (7)) o o« TNITHHE
E/%)O o o ‘/O o o

The response addresses the prompt directly with an appropriate answer. Pronunciation is excellent and
error free. The response starts with a natural flow and a consistent pace. However, the student does not
elaborate further despite some efforts, resulting in a significant pauses and hesitations. The response
demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: C
Score: 1

T—. TINRA FLADANEIL, v b, fAEFERHDET0DL, 7T—, (EFEN, WEEAANE, &, b
SLEBENDHY £, = h—, L., TA81 FAEITL E W TT i,

This response only minimally addresses the prompt and demonstrates lack of competence in interpersonal
speaking. The student lacks control of vocabulary and grammatical structures, leading to fragmented
language. Although the pace is steady, grammatical errors and frequent hesitation necessitate constant
listener effort and significantly affect comprehensibility.
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Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 5

T=— (k) , Z—RAEBUZ—THRN, . =— b, FFT2&IETTHR, b, bo tEuiEHE), 2, L
TELWeHEWHZtd, —h, L, F—rarr LW EoTnET,

The student thoroughly and appropriately addresses the prompt. The response displays appropriate use of
grammatical structures, including complex expressions, and contains a variety of vocabulary. It would
have earned a higher score had the student elaborated more by providing a rationale, for example. The
response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Y AETRN, TARAL P LEFIZOWTEELE ) EHWET T L, I— AT BnET
R BRIZTE D TT D,

This response addresses the prompt with a basic answer and demonstrates competence in interpersonal
speaking. Hesitation and errors in grammatical structures are noticeable but do not impede

communication. The last utterance, FAIZWW S BWE T2, H7e7213 E 9 TI D, is somewhat
inappropriate in the situation. Had the student used less direct expressions, suchas & 9 TL X 9 22 or
NINTL L 97>, the response would have earned a higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 1

D, WANWSHREREBRWET, Th, =, —FEAWRFIL, 7/, ZO2—A X —0FFL &
WET, UL, REICLZ2NnTY, Th, mHEZ% 5 TY,

The response demonstrates lack of competence in interpersonal speaking and marginally addresses the
prompt. Grammatical structures and vocabulary are limited and contain frequent errors, which
significantly impede comprehensibility. Nevertheless, the response generally maintains a consistent pace
with some hesitation.
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