EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
writing

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
presentational
writing

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
writing

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
presentational
writing

WEAK

Suggests lack of

competence in
presentational
writing

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
presentational
writing

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
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Presentational Writing: Compare and Contrast Article

TASK COMPLETION

Article addresses all aspects of
prompt with thoroughness and
detail, including expression of
preference and reasoning
Well-organized and coherent, with
a clear progression of ideas; use of
appropriate transitional elements
and cohesive devices

Article addresses all aspects of
prompt, including expression of
preference and reasoning
Well-organized and coherent, with
a progression of ideas that is
generally clear; some use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Article addresses all aspects of
prompt, including expression of
preference and reasoning, but
may lack detail or elaboration
Generally organized and coherent;
use of transitional elements and
cohesive devices may be
inconsistent

Article addresses topic directly,
but may not address all aspects of
prompt

Portions may lack organization or
coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Article addresses topic only
marginally or addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Scattered information generally
lacks organization and coherence;
minimal or no use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices

Article addresses prompt only
minimally
Lacks organization and coherence

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression
Orthography and mechanics virtually
error-free
Virtually no mistakes in use of kanji
according to AP Japanese kanji list
Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of expression
Infrequent or insignificant errors in
orthography and mechanics
Occasional mistakes in use of kanji
according to AP Japanese kanji list

Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and mechanics
do not interfere with readability

May include several mistakes in use of
kanji according to AP Japanese kanji
list

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
and style appropriate to situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and mechanics
may be frequent or interfere with
readability

May include frequent mistakes in use
of kanji according to AP Japanese
kanji list

Use of register and style appropriate
to situation inconsistent or includes
many errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Errors in orthography and mechanics
frequent or interfere with readability
Frequent mistakes in use of kanji
according to AP Japanese kanji list
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility
Errors in orthography and mechanics
very frequent or significantly interfere
with readability

Minimal use of kanji according to AP
Japanese kanji list

Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

Not in Japanese
Blank
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms

Variety of appropriate
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with minimal or
N0 errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with sporadic
errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms
Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, but with several
errors in complex structures or
limited to simple structures

Some inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of
grammatical and syntactic
structures frequently
interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of
grammatical and syntactic
structures significantly
interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language



Compare and Contrast Article

Sample: A
BEELE-A—)L. HEEIFELLDESIAVVERVEIN? FAEFNRLIWNEZAEDHLBLE
_AhHYFET,

E-A—ILETHEFTY, FIAEE, BV DRE. HEOPREICLWLDOTH, LMLENT,
BEFET, RECHFOBEZEALGCTREBGYFREADT, COBEEFEFELY LE-4A—ILD
[ESNMERTY, Ffzo RBOAITVWORAITAINZEEBEA =N EEFE-A—ILAETHEFTT
o BEEEODEOE-A—ANICEFEENTLHESTREBY FEAD, E-A—ILFEZE—EITAAIZT
LEDCENTEFT, LOLEA—LEET CIZRENELIADAY FEA, T CITBRENZ
LWMEEIE. BREDESA LTI 1,

BRFEFICT CICEDHTEV W EZEAONFT L, T SICRENKREY, T &b
FEFEEZTHOTLDHIANMBEATLADT, WOLEBEREZHDODIENTEFT, FobaEahtzn
LTWTlEA Doz ERF, BEMEFTY, LALEBERLE, HFOHEEZZALTIE
BYFEA, RESICERZT HDILERETT,

FEBEREDESIATHELACEL > TLTLWERWVWET, £ 55AMFICEA-VABIZL XY
FIMN EA—ILKYLBREZZITMoLESMMEFLOVRDICLEDIERBNVET,

ZTDLEEDEE., FROPEHLGEIZHOETERELEA—LEFENCLGEDSEIIITLEL LS,
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Compare and Contrast Article

Sample: B
BETHIFBIII—A—ITHEIEEIERKENET, BELIVWVLALNHY FTHEELRLH
YUEFT, T—A—IILEELTT, THEI—A—JLIFFEFTIMISERKLYFETT,

BETCHIFLFII—AIIL—TEIFIYELLTY, AOBEIECAFINOEBELS TELWT
¥, BRTHIFADIFELZICRELONFET, ADEBLLVEEOXVWENMECAFEY, #
LWEELELLWENECAFT., EAoBERERVKAOIFLAI—A—ILEYSNYFT
o THEREZHVWELEBLVAIHYET, RKULGEEZEVVEBERICLEEARKABEEHE
Bh, TELTEREEIIDSVTY, HOWGANBREEHMITTLELETEHEI4HSKBYET,

I—A—)LIEETHEFTT, T—AILDFEVAFETENAVIZATT, TLTI—A)LIFIEL
EYFET, RRILLL GO LEIHRLOY FEA. T—A—ILEF SABRBZMUYFELE
ADLZFDIELWFIZCETEHERNTT, TLTLI tBWVEANEETHITAIEZS NI — £
—I)LTHERWVEADENEICAFEANGREI > TIZHY FHA,

BEZEVDEFELVTIHEI—A—ILDEIAL > ELERTINLIFETT,
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Compare and Contrast Article

Sample: C

A—A—)LEBEEET HDITOVWTEEZFT, BEFA—A—ILIYUBWLTT, LV—O—5IF
== T9, BREFA—A—ILEYPESLWWTY, @KRTELTEIEFELITVWYET, 1 —4A—)L
AVEa—3RVWYET, BIEZTEI3NTEELHLEENZINTT, EAVWTEFELFEFELTHAESE
F9. THEA—A—ILEZAUp—F=BVWYFEIMSETEEFTHA, 1—A—ILITELESHELIWE
BOEITIEAS—A—LEBEZX L TCKIYBFETYT, BELSM—A—ILEERSPWVWY FET, B
EIEHETICHRBREHLEEOIAIRAEFET, 41 —A—ILIERALTESHY FHA, 1 —F*—ILIE
BESIVBEBERVWEY, FAFFWVWWTEEET AEAN—A—ILETEINTEXET, 41— 4 —
WIELESIBWIZARAHBIZHEH>TERVET,
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Compare and Contrast Article
Overview

This question assesses writing in the presentational communicative mode by having students write an
article for the student newspaper of a school in Japan. It consists of a single prompt, which identifies two
related topics and details how they should be discussed in the article. Students are given 20 minutes to
write an article of 300400 characters or longer. The response receives a single, holistic score, based on
how well it accomplishes the assigned task.

In 2007, students were asked to compare and contrast communicating by telephone and communicating
by e-mail. They were asked to describe, based on personal experience, three aspects of each mode of
communication, highlighting similarities and differences. They were also asked to state their preference
and give reasons for it.

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response received a high score because it addresses all aspects of the prompt with thoroughness and
detail. The student demonstrates expression of preference and reasoning, good organization, coherence,
clear progression of ideas, and use of appropriate transitional elements and cohesive devices. The article
flows naturally. Orthography and mechanics are virtually error free. There are no mistakes in use of kanji
from the AP Kanji list, except that #2 % \ is written in hiragana. The student uses consistent register and
style, rich vocabulary and idiom, and a variety of appropriate grammatical and syntactic structures with
minimal errors (BE- A —/L & THEF T, HBSCKLEICH WO TEH, LbEEET, FEEET, B0y

Z &). This response demonstrates excellence in presentational writing.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response addresses all aspects of the prompt, including expression of preference and reasoning, but it
lacks elaboration. It is well organized, using some transitional elements and cohesive devices. The flow of
expression is mostly natural and does not interfere with comprehensibility. Errors in orthography and
mechanics, suichas T— X —/L, L2 t iV and B Z 2 FHANBEZ o T2 Y £ A, do not
generally interfere with readability. There are occasional mistakes in use of kanji from the AP Kanji list.
This response includes several lapses in use of register and style appropriate to the situation. Vocabulary
and idioms are rich, and a variety of appropriate grammatical and syntactic structures are used correctly
with the exception of Tl Cal T L, ANE L WE 72 HR WA, EL W6 L WA, Eif 2y
R, =— A —/L V30 £9, CHEMA VS, &E55% £+ A. This response demonstrates

competence in presentational writing.
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Compare and Contrast Article (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

This student addresses the topic directly and includes expression of preference and reasoning. However,
the three characteristics presented could be more detailed. The response lacks organization and coherence,
but there is enough for the reader to follow the student’s thought process. Minimal use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices results in fragmented language. The flow of expression often interferes

with comprehensibility (EEFEZ T A DIZOWTEZET, A —A—LEFE I B LW ERBNETNS A —
A—/UTEMZ L CL VL& TF and &Eif L W B H & EVWE ). Errors in orthography and mechanics
frequently impede readability (f — A —/L, \W»——23, a2 B 2—% T AR —72, {aIR). There is
minimal use of kanji from the AP Kanji list. Use of register and style is inconsistent, and insufficient
vocabulary and errors in grammatical and syntactic structures interfere with comprehensibility (Faf % L
TEOVHETT A —A— LTI L LI BWIIARDEH D178 -> T EEUWET, ete). This response

suggests lack of competence in presentational writing.
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