EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
writing and
cultural
knowledge

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
presentational
writing and
cultural
knowledge

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
writing and
cultural
knowledge

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
presentational
writing and
cultural
knowledge

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
presentational
writing and
cultural
knowledge

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates lack
of competence in
presentational
writing and
cultural
knowledge

UNACCEPTABLE

Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2007 SCORING GUIDELINES

Presentational Writing: Cultural Topic Posting

TASK COMPLETION

Posting addresses all aspects of
prompt with thoroughness and detail,
including expression of opinion or
feelings

Well-organized and coherent, with a
clear progression of ideas; use of
appropriate transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information is accurate and
detailed

Posting addresses all aspects of
prompt, including expression of
opinion or feelings

Well-organized and coherent, with a
progression of ideas that is generally
clear; some use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices
Minimal errors in cultural information

Posting addresses all aspects of
prompt, including expression of
opinion or feelings, but may lack
detail or elaboration

Generally organized and coherent;
use of transitional elements and
cohesive devices may be
inconsistent

Generally correct cultural information
with some inaccuracies

Posting addresses topic directly, but
may not address all aspects of prompt
Portions may lack organization or
coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and cohesive
devices

Cultural information may have several
inaccuracies

Posting addresses topic only
marginally or addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Scattered information generally lacks
organization and coherence; minimal
or no use of transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information has frequent or
significant inaccuracies

Posting addresses prompt only
minimally
Lacks organization and coherence

Cultural information almost entirely
inaccurate or missing

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression
Orthography and mechanics virtually
error-free
Virtually no mistakes in use of kanji
according to AP Japanese kanji list
Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of expression
Infrequent or insignificant errors in
orthography and mechanics
Occasional mistakes in use of kanji
according to AP Japanese kanji list
Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and mechanics
do not interfere with readability

May include several mistakes in use of
kanji according to AP Japanese kanji
list

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
and style appropriate to situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and mechanics
may be frequent or interfere with
readability

May include frequent mistakes in use
of kanji according to AP Japanese kanji
list

Use of register and style appropriate to
situation inconsistent or includes
many errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Errors in orthography and mechanics
frequent or interfere with readability
Frequent mistakes in use of kanji
according to AP Japanese kanji list
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility
Errors in orthography and mechanics
very frequent or significantly interfere
with readability

Minimal use of kanji according to AP
Japanese kanji list

Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

Not in Japanese
Blank
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms

Variety of appropriate
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, with
sporadic errors in complex
structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, but
with several errors in complex
structures or limited to simple
structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language



Cultural Topic Posting

Sample: A

NLUBAAOTAIEHERMICMONTET, EIEZOBN—BRFETY, GEEL, FEh
ANZFaaL—rz2HITFCEPORBELZEEFE >TEALNSNLTY, TRDAIZKELZ
BATLHFNSINVELSITENLUAAVTAIEBOT—ILBOTLWNERWNET, BRED
HBFIAL—+EELLRAENBLHFETT,
BATIEINLUAASA VTAIZKOANBEIZFaaL—r2HFET, LHL., BHELEIZTF
AaAL— b EHTFFERFA, BELELNLUEAAVTAMLH—rABIIEXEIZFaaL—+2dH
FET, TNIFRTAL FTAEVDNTET,
ZHADEIZES>THATIEINLUYZAVTEFIaL—FLOBHITEREA, TAUDENTIESH
WCBHOFIaAL—MIE>TIEIDEEFELEHITET,
T4 VEDENTENLUAAVTAIREK. RE. PEANANZHITES. T E, BAT
FNLUAATAIEIFLLBANIZRBELEZRTOBEEODNTVWES, TOTHFELZANIZLIDH
FEEA,
NLUBAUTAIEETHLELVWERWET, CORNFEHAICEBTDREBEFEADDITE
THLWERWET, TUONL VAL UTATHERBANIZRELSEEAEL £ S,
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Cultural Topic Posting

Sample: B

FEARIZOVTHRLTWSEETT, BAOTLEY FOXED—D, NL VALV T—
DOVTHBALET, L8 U T—1FE. BADGHHELOTIEEL, TAY AN ET:
LOTIMN, LWEIFEARASLWIZHY FE LT,

NLIUBAAVT—IIBEBIZEZREX., W TLEVFENBB’ TT, TLEEHRAAZHEN DD
THEWNTT, BRADLZDAN, FELBOANIZ, FayalL brEMhHWEDEZELSNEEDTT
o BOADPTHT—FTNIEZANIEHY TVIZHRYET, TEN2RBIZHESITL, ST LWLIZEIC
BHEETELHEBLTY,

ZNEZWVWDEDN T NLIUAAT—IRENGELDE, BEFVLERERLBWEEITES T
o L EVLWET, 5., LWL HEWLWTTH, BEFEIH, AHhAToFIRERLLLELTTH
o GMLBEERDNLUAA o T—FHRABLEL=,
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Cultural Topic Posting

Sample: C

FHREFCESATLEV R EELWVWELz, K SARYTADNHYET, HEIADESFD
CHOBEEDFDEHEBXLETY,
FEIEEIRFSERBIALREELRFSATHEEEZEYIMFT, FRIFETHLSF—TT,
ML EDEEITAETITEFHRIIELSATLELY FEHITFET, HILEZEL>THARSA
ICEFFET,
FIHMEBTIHOERDORINIILEELELVWET, TLEVFELETEECHVWAFETEEN
WETT, BROTLEU MMEETHAUY T FICTELKERBWVWET, 7AU DD T LY
A YEERELEEL, RRFEEXRBOTLEY PR ETT, EHNIEIBERED STV
TY,
ELESARYTABERLRHYET, GVNCALEFREEBIALEBRIATTRIEITLEY IR
EH50WET, ThEFETELWVWRSFOUEBRNWET,
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Cultural Topic Posting
Overview

This question judges writing in the presentational communicative mode by requiring students to write a
posting on a cultural topic in a Web forum for students of Japanese. It consists of a single prompt, which
identifies a cultural topic, directs the students to select an example of that topic, and details how the
example should be discussed in the posting. Students are allotted 20 minutes to write a posting of 300-400
characters or longer. The response receives a single, holistic score, based on how well it accomplishes the
assigned task; in addition to language skills, the score reflects the cultural knowledge exhibited in the
response.

The prompt on the 2007 exam instructed students to select an example of a Japanese gift-giving practice,
to describe in detail at least three characteristics of that custom, and to express their opinion or feelings
about the gift-giving practice.

Sample: A
Score: 5

This response received a high score because it addresses all aspects of the prompt with thoroughness and
detail, including expression of opinion and feelings. It is well organized and coherent, and it demonstrates
natural flow of expressions. Cultural information is detailed and accurate, even though the comparison
between Valentine’'s Day in the Philippines and in Japan is a little weak because of the use of the word

I % 72 N\, which could include family members and friends in Japan.

Appropriate register and style are used consistently except for a few lapses (e.g., 51\ H % 91T &, Shi
T %9, and & 7). The student has a very rich vocabulary, and the language is quite good. However, some
particle errors (/XL > X A T, Fa 2 b— KNIE- T and /N > ¥ A T A T)and one structural
error (29D H) are observed. #f< 72 A\ seems to be a typographical error, since the student does write

I % 722 N elsewhere several times. These errors do not impede comprehensibility or communication. This
response suggests emerging excellence in presentational writing and cultural knowledge.

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response addresses the topic directly and includes expression of opinion. It lacks elaboration on the
three characteristics presented, however. Each paragraph is organized and cohesive enough for the reader
to follow the student’s thought process. Cultural information is generally correct. The flow of expression is
not without strain, but this does not interfere with comprehensibility. The use of kanji is appropriate and
correct except for one error (%) and a few missing kanji (e.g., 33V , WU E ). Errors in orthography
(eg, FTavalb i I — H-o5%)donot interfere with readability, but errors in vocabulary (e.g., the
repeated use of < 15, 47> 5) and grammatical and syntactical errors (e.g., < ALD DIL72 N T, o5
51272 512 L) impede readability and comprehensibility. The response would have received a higher
score if it were more accurate and addressed the topic more thoroughly. This response suggests emerging
competence in presentational writing.
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
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Cultural Topic Posting (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 1

This response received a low score for several reasons. It is not readable or comprehensible due to
numerous orthographic and kanji errors: 3 L X 9 23D is spelled as ¥ L X 732, which is converted into
HIFTA>. Words suchas & H., BUI A, BIESA, BHESA, BREA, <& A,and b bW\ FE
9 in the second paragraph alone are incomprehensible at first reading because of the same types of errors.
Grammatical and syntactic errors make readability and comprehensibility even more difficult. Some such
examples include 7L b2 HVE L7z (shouldbe & HWET), BFHEA H TRLO HAD X)L
ZHOWVET (BHABIZERDOR U ANVIZELWET oo bHWVWELE) |, EThEm<BRWILFEET
HENWETT (bFVE< RS TETHLENNTY ), and FWICA L FEE BRSALEBRXIATT
X7 LY R H B E T (a sentence that is totally incomprehensible).

The response addresses three cases of gift-giving in Japan but does not discuss one gift-giving
occasion/practice and describe three characteristics. It lacks organization and coherence. Cultural
information is at times inaccurate (e.g., children making %7 /L% and giving them to others, and Japanese
presents being inexpensive and pretty). Overall, the response demonstrates lack of competence in
presentational writing and cultural knowledge.
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