
AP® SPANISH LANGUAGE 
2007 SCORING GUIDELINES 

© 2007 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents). 

 

   
Paragraph Completion 

 
The paragraph completion part of the exam consists of two exercises: a passage with root words and two 
passages without root words.  In the passage with root words, the students may need to write more than one 
word. This may mean: 
 

1. A simple tense (“visitaría”), an infinitive (“volver”), a gerund (“creyendo”), etc. 
2. A compound tense (“hemos llegado”) 
3. A reflexive construction (“se dio”) 

 
In the passages without root words, the student writes one word.   

 
• Not acceptable are progressive constructions (“estamos esperando”) or periphrastic constructions 

that use infinitives (“tenemos que esperar,” “voy a salir”)      
 
• If a student writes more than one answer in the blank, all answers must be correct in order to receive 

credit. 
 
• Even if no change is required in a suggested word, the student must write the word. “No change” or 

“no cambia” are not acceptable responses. 
 

• Answers with extra accents or missing accents are incorrect. 
 

• Students may use upper or lower case without penalty. 
 
  Accepted Answers for Paragraph Completion: 
 

1. exiliada     11.  a 
 

2. recibió/ha recibido   12.  de/como/para 
 

3. obtuvo/ha obtenido               13.  se    
 

4. pensado                14.  otra/su   
 

5. liderar                  15.  con         
    

6. anual     16.  ha 
       
7. otra      17.  e               

 
8. propia/propios    18.  en/durante/hacia/por 

 
9. ha     19.  que 

 
10. moderadas    20.  del/de       
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Paragraph Completion with Root Words 
 
Overview 
 
This section of the exam assessed students’ knowledge of grammar and language usage in context. The 
first paragraph completion exercise required students to fill in 10 blanks with the correct forms of the root 
words that had been provided. The answers had to be completely accurate in order to be scored as correct, 
earning 1 point each for a total possible score of 10. The first exercise was an excerpt from the online 
version of Contacto Magazine that reports on the election of Michelle Bachelet as president of Chile. 
 
Sample: PC-W-AA 
Score: 9 
Correct: 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 
Incorrect: 3 
 
This high-range sample is excellent. The student answers all but number 3 correctly. The score would have 
been perfect had the student not incorrectly placed an accent on obtuvo. 
 
Sample: PC-W-BB 
Score: 6 
Correct: 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9 
Incorrect: 1, 3, 6, 10 
 
This is a mid-range sample. The student correctly forms the preterit of recibir in number 2, forms and uses 
the past participle of pensar in number 4, identifies the need for the infinitive form of liderar after the 
preposition a in number 5, and correctly identifies the gender and number of parte by writing “otra” in 
number 7. The student correctly uses the masculine plural form of propio in number 8 and successfully 
uses the appropriate present tense form of haber in number 9.  
 
The student errs by failing to change the gender of exiliado to exiliada in number 1, incorrectly forms the 
preterit of obtener in number 3, does not identify the need for the singular form of anual in number 6, and 
does not identify the appropriate gender for moderado in number 10. 
 
Sample: PC-W-CC 
Score: 3 
Correct: 4, 7, 8 
Incorrect: 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 10 
 
This is a low-scoring sample. The student successfully forms the past participle of pensar in number 4, 
demonstrates understanding for the use of the feminine form of otro in number 7, and identifies the correct 
gender and number for propio by writing “propia” in number 8. 
 
The student incorrectly changes exiliado to “exilio” in number 1, omits the accent needed in recibió in 
number 2, incorrectly forms the preterit of obtener in number 3, and misspells liderar in number 5. The 
student errs in changing anual to the adverb form “anualmente” in number 6, incorrectly forms the verb 
haber in number 9, and mistakenly changes moderado to “moderar” in number 10. 
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Paragraph Completion without Root Words 
 
Overview 
 
This section of the exam also evaluated students’ knowledge of grammar and language usage in context. It 
contained excerpts from two different authentic sources. The first passage was from the online version of 
BBCMundo.com and dealt with the worldwide celebration of the four-hundredth anniversary of the 
publication of El ingenioso hidalgo Don Quijote de la Mancha. The second excerpt discussed coverage of the 
NBA on the Telemundo network. In each selection, students filled in five blanks for which no root words had 
been provided, and the answers had to be completely accurate in order to be scored as correct. Each answer 
earned 1 point for a total of 10 points.  
 
Sample: PC-W/O-AA 
Score: 9 
Correct: 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 
Incorrect: 14 
 
This is a high-range sample. The student’s only error is the incorrect use of the indefinite article “una” in 
number 14. 
 
Sample: PC-W/O-BB 
Score: 5 
Correct: 11, 13, 16, 18, 19 
Incorrect: 12, 14, 15, 17, 20 
 
This is a mid-range sample. The student correctly chooses the preposition “a” in number 11, demonstrates 
understanding of the need for the pronoun “se” in the passive voice construction in number 13, and uses the 
correct present tense form of the verb haber in number 16. The student correctly uses the preposition “en” in 
number 18, and recognizes the need for the relative pronoun “que” in number 19.  
 
The student errs in using the adverb “tan” in number 12, incorrectly uses the demonstrative adjective “esta” 
in number 14, and mistakenly writes the preterit verb form “fue” in number 15. The student does not 
recognize the need for e before internacional in number 17 and incorrectly writes “el” rather than del or de in 
number 20. 
 
Sample: PC-W/O-CC 
Score: 2 
Correct: 12, 18 
Incorrect: 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20 
 
This is a low-scoring sample. The student correctly uses the preposition “de” in number 12 and appropriately 
uses the preposition “en” in number 18. 
 
The student errs in using the preposition “por” in number 11, uses “le” rather than the pronoun se in number 
13, incorrectly uses the adjective “primero” in number 14, and chooses “a” rather than con in number 15. The 
student does not recognize the need for the present perfect tense in choosing “es” rather than the present 
tense of haber in number 16, does not identify the need for e before internacional in number 17, uses “de” 
rather than the relative pronoun que in number 19, and incorrectly uses “el” rather than del or de in number 
20. 
 




