EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY GOOD
Suggests
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

ADEQUATE
Suggests
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates lack
of competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation

TASK COMPLETION

Presentation addresses all aspects
of prompt with thoroughness and
detail

Well-organized and coherent, with
a clear progression of ideas; use of
appropriate transitional elements
and cohesive devices; well-
connected discourse of paragraph
length

Cultural information is ample,
accurate, and detailed

Presentation addresses all aspects
of prompt

Well-organized and coherent, with
a progression of ideas that is
generally clear; some use of
transitional elements and cohesive
devices; connected discourse of
paragraph length

Cultural information is accurate
and detailed

Presentation addresses all aspects
of prompt, but may lack detail or
elaboration

Generally organized and coherent;
use of transitional elements and
cohesive devices may be
inconsistent; discourse of
paragraph length although
sentences may be loosely
connected

Cultural information is accurate
but may lack detail

Presentation addresses topic
directly, but may not address all
aspects of prompt

Portions may lack organization or
coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and cohesive
devices; disconnected sentences
Cultural information is generally
correct but has some inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic only
marginally or addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Scattered information generally
lacks organization and coherence;
minimal or no use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices;
fragmented sentences

Cultural information has several
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses prompt
only minimally

Lacks organization and coherence;
very disjointed sentences or
isolated words

Cultural information has frequent
or significant inaccuracies

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY

Natural pace and intonation, with
minimal hesitation or repetition
Accurate pronunciation (including
tones), with minimal errors
Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Smooth pace and intonation, with
occasional hesitation and repetition
Occasional errors in pronunciation
(including tones)

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Generally consistent pace and
intonation, with intermittent
hesitation and repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including tones),
which do not necessitate special
listener effort

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Inconsistent pace and intonation,
with hesitation and repetition that
interfere with comprehension
Errors in pronunciation (including
tones) sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

Inconsistent use of register
appropriate to situation or includes
many errors

Labored pace and intonation, with
frequent hesitation and repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
constant listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

Very labored pace and intonation,
with constant hesitation and
repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
intense listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

Not in Chinese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs

© 2008 The College Board. All rights reserved.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.

LANGUAGE USE

Rich and appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
minimal errors

Wide range of grammatical
structures, with minimal errors

Appropriate vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic
errors

Mostly appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with errors that do
not generally obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
grammatical structures, with
errors that do not generally
obscure meaning

Limited appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
frequent errors that sometimes
obscure meaning; intermittent
interference from another
language

Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that sometimes obscure
meaning

Minimal appropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning;
repeated interference from
another language

Limited grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that significantly
obscure meaning; constant
interference from another
language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures, with
frequent errors that
significantly obscure meaning
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Note: In the transcriptions of students’ responses, two dots indicate a pause.
Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation
Overview

This task assesses speaking in the presentational communicative mode by having students make a
presentation on a cultural topic to a Chinese class. It consists of a single prompt that identifies a cultural
topic and directs students to select an example of that topic, describe it, and explain what makes it
significant. Students are allotted 4 minutes to prepare the presentation and 2 minutes to deliver it. The
response receives a single holistic score based on how well it accomplishes the assigned task; in addition
to language skills, the score reflects the cultural knowledge exhibited in the response.

This year's task asked students to choose one city in mainland China or Taiwan, and then to describe the
city and explain its significance.

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcription of Student Response

KFU o ARBEZR Kb uh 2R EZ, uh bR . Un A4E, Jbig uh WS, &7
Jbnte Un Bie, RE2 AN RIbnt R e . Un M7emiE s, 820 uh A, AR
g, MM TLUR 2, R 2 300, R, s rT LR E ARG Al a) LLE 2 B A0 R

JBERR, A, EINGEANE. Uh, uh LA RZ uh AR SRS, RESEME M . R, 8RR
o BHE uh h, EPBIREEMAL T, AT A28, Uh BREMW, 27, SIbsaLmiE
W, AR ARZERNRS, GAetEN, uh IB7%, AR, HRIRLEZ. Uh WSR3, [,

FRATLA uh S5 FRER uh B, uh s PR LUR BT ER— T .

Commentary

The response suggests excellence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The student
addresses all aspects of the prompt, starting with the importance of Beijing and then introducing the city’s
features. The pace of delivery is generally smooth, with intermittent hesitation and occasional errors in
pronunciation that do not necessitate special listener effort. The presentation employs appropriate
vocabulary and a variety of grammatical structures, with sporadic errors that generally do not obscure
meaning.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcription of Student Response

[FlEAM A . FeATHEEaR T 2R T [chengdshi2) /e H B, AR #ixing3]l. Uh, FHZEN&ALnilingd]. Uh 7
£&W51i3] uh AL RRE L, N6 . i dbatiR e, P DAZEH A Gis) & b nUR R EEL I . . shud doud
(B 2] SRIBAE U [wendhua2] A6 52 & H B 1) & AR [shuddoud | AU 2, WO 7EdE . B AZEAL s B v
DIEFBIN .. ., fiTlqin] [niand] ) 3X4t. Uh zhong4 jian4d zhong4 cai2 . . b3 4 [ming4] 1)5¢ [cai
2], EAIEER. JERUENGRIRA 4. Uh JbaUE RSB and 1R EFIZ . Uh 53RN 2200580 10 R .. oK
a2 db s, uhigfl . FREIERUERAE AN . A | uh BTPAIREA . b B yao2] I3 T [sh
2],
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation (continued)

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt directly, talking about the economic and cultural significance of
Beijing and mentioning the Forbidden City and Peking duck. But the presentation consists of
disconnected sentences that lack organization and coherence. The cultural information presented is
generally correct but has some inaccuracies such as At 5L ¥ /2 B 1. The pace of delivery is inconsistent,
and frequent errors of pronunciation and word choice necessitate constant listener effort. The presentation
is hampered by insufficient vocabulary and limited control of grammatical structures, with mistakes that
sometimes obscure meaning.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcription of Student Response

AL RURr xind],  E#RAR K, um E#RHBARZIAN. Uh B L uh %, um B8, uh FRRE
oo MMEARZ I uh HALFIFEY) . IRAA FAT R 238 MMy, i Bifg. L/ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ’lif/ﬁj\, uh 7
WZuh Fuh RZ .5, R UnfR . EZERZHHEN, FRE uh KK, uh, uh @5, EE, EH°,
uh 4. R .. 3. Big, Bl unh fER . Ah B0 EERIESE, uh &04E, RrAL(AL, 4E/TM

Commentary

The response suggests a lack of competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. It only
marginally addresses the prompt, trying to describe Shanghai without discussing its significance and
presenting only scattered information in fragmented sentences such as Mt R RHE, B, FEIRER.
The student struggles in some way with nearly every sentence. Pace and intonation are labored, with
frequent hesitation. The presentation is characterized by minimal appropriate vocabulary and limited
grammatical structures. Frequent errors of vocabulary and grammar obscure meaning, for example: /548 H

(o 3 [ L IE et
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