EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
writing

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
interpersonal
writing

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
writing

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
interpersonal
writing

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
writing

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
writing

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat

TASK COMPLETION

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a very thorough and
appropriate response; includes
elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate response

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a basic but appropriate
answer

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate but
incomplete answer

Addresses prompt minimally or
marginally

Mere restatement of the prompt

Clearly does not respond to the prompt

DELIVERY

Natural, easily flowing
expression

Orthography and mechanics
virtually error free

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of
expression

Infrequent or insignificant
errors in orthography and
mechanics

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere
with comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics do not interfere with
readability

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register and style appropriate to
situation

Strained or unnatural flow

of expression sometimes
interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics may be frequent

or interfere with readability
Inconsistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation or
includes many errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics frequent or interfere
with readability

Frequent use of register and
style inappropriate to situation

Labored expression

constantly interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics very frequent or
significantly interfere with
readability

Constant use of register and
style inappropriate to situation

“I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese

Not in Japanese
Blank
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms

Excellent use of grammar and
syntax, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with sporadic
errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms
Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, but with several
errors in complex structures or
limited to simple structures

Some inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of
grammatical and syntactic
structures frequently
interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of
grammatical and syntactic
structures significantly
interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language



Text Chat 1

Sample: A

T AV I OERIE, FIRDB L WVETNZ WD T, AFEITFAMRE F CTERIZC-TEET, U—R0,
XY, Uxry M ERERN R IRE T,



Text Chat 1

Sample: B

D X T— v VEEHLANREZNNTT, YU¥VEELABWVET,



Text Chat 1

Sample: C

TAVIDORVRAa—RELwWwH T, Yy e <o



Text Chat 2

Sample: A

FRTHINTEDLAN—FEETIINTEEA, Th, TAVIOFKOEZELITLTH LW
5T &



Text Chat 2

Sample: B

0, IkRiE 72 SAKE AR EEARETTY, B\ AT ML ZOTY,



Text Chat 2

Sample: C

HIEHD g —I INETELHD s



Text Chat 3

Sample: A

RONZHEITAEEZEE LE T, TOHEEAITERET T 4 RTED T, 7 4 XTEDBR
AR IR Z A AR T TN T EE A,



Text Chat 3

Sample: B

AL, AERICREOEET, LTI T, EnRkEEE T,



Text Chat 3

Sample: C

72D TW, AFITETIWTRWREE TS, BAETEDLZENET,



Text Chat 4
Sample: A

FEIXRAWVIREZ B D DN RO T, EARDP NG NN E BWET, 22 TH HHRITEES
BEuEd,



Text Chat 4

Sample: B

FAFHIRS 572139 AL < EBVES, IRITBELVATT,



Text Chat 4

Sample: C

W R, HilIRIZE THENTT L, bl AN HoT. ESORkIT BH



Text Chat b

Sample: A

FEIXFROBIRZ EDN R b IFE T, RERDL, IIE A FRIE T RERSZ L AN
MHTY, B, HRAH-H, REEDRITHLHLWVL,



Text Chat b

Sample: B

FAITRNT 4 s EXx YRBVWAR B E T, BEOWARTEND,



Text Chat b

Sample: C

F. VXL b= Lo T &



Text Chat 6

Sample: A

HIRT-OFRETIHRB DD OTT 2T e, b LFRLTHIREE T 2725, HEORLRIT
EONDIbDEETHNETN?



Text Chat 6

Sample: B

RELOAEFEITODLE W IR H Y £90, HEV I v af Ut EoTnET,



Text Chat 6

Sample: C

HIRTZDOAFN FBH D T
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat
Overview

This task evaluates writing in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students respond as part
of a simulated exchange of text-chat messages. It comprises a statement identifying an interlocutor and
conversation topic and six messages to which the student responds. Each message consists of a chat
entry in Japanese and a brief direction in English, which provides guidance on how to answer. Students
have 90 seconds to read the message and respond at each turn in the conversation. Each of the six
responses receives a holistic score, based on how well it accomplishes the assigned task; all six scores
count equally in calculating the total score.

The 2008 exam directed students to participate in an exchange of text-chat messages with Akira
Nakamura, a high school student in Japan, about how high school students dress. Students were asked to
give examples of types of clothing American high school students wear, as well as examples of clothing
that is not allowed. They were asked to justify their opinions about wearing school uniforms and to explain
their preference in clothing, as well as to ask a question about Japanese secondary school fashions.

Text Chat 1

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response thoroughly addresses the prompt, providing appropriate and detailed examples such as ¥
—/XV, ¥ Y, V¥ 7 v b The response flows naturally and uses suitable orthography. It demonstrates
excellence in interpersonal writing.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response directly addresses the prompt. Sentence structure and vocabulary are basic and simple but
error free. Orthography is appropriate. If this answer had contained further elaboration, it could have
earned a higher score. This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer. Insufficient,
inappropriate vocabulary and orthography interfere with readability. This answer would have earned a
higher score had it contained appropriate orthography and demonstrated better control of vocabulary. This
response suggests lack of competence in interpersonal writing.
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Text Chat 2

Sample: A
Score: 5

This thorough and appropriate response directly addresses the prompt and suggests emerging excellence
in interpersonal writing. The student generally exhibits ease of expression and uses appropriate register
and style. Grammatical and syntactic structures are suitable. Further elaboration would strengthen the
response.

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic answer with limited vocabulary.
Inappropriate use of orthography and vocabulary interfere with comprehensibility. Further control of
grammar and elaboration would strengthen the response.

Sample: C
Score: 1

The response only marginally addresses the prompt and demonstrates lack of competence in interpersonal
writing. It is marked by labored expression, grammatical errors, and insufficient vocabulary (87 X% D v
= — /), which significantly interfere with comprehensibility throughout the response. The stray English
letter, without meaning in this context, also contributes to the ineffectiveness of the answer. If the
response had provided examples in a more readable, complete manner, it would have received a higher
score.
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Text Chat 3

Sample: A
Score: 5

This response appropriately addresses the prompt with some elaboration and detail. The student uses a
variety of vocabulary properly. Grammatical and syntactic structures, including ~ 5 #1% and ~72 7 #UiX
WM 720, are used correctly. The response suggests emerging excellence in producing cohesive and
coherent interpersonal written discourse by using linking words, such as #&#JIZ and =D & &, and by
using 47 4 AIZ1& B2 EFE to refer to what was said in a preceding sentence. Use of register and
style is appropriate and consistent. The response could have earned a higher score had the expression
flowed more naturally and easily and had a greater variety of vocabulary (e.g., ik 2 = for 47 ¢ &) and
grammatical and syntactic structures been used.

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response appropriately addresses the prompt in the first sentence and attempts to elaborate in the
second sentence. It suggests good control of orthography and some control of basic grammatical
structures and vocabulary. The omission of the subject (4 1#), combined with grammatical and lexical
errors in the second sentence, interfere with comprehensibility.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response addresses the prompt, but it is incomplete. 7 TIEW T 72 WAk E & TV 7= B is a mere
restatement of a part of the prompt. The errors in grammar (I3 in A1) and vocabulary (% © Z 1)
significantly interfere with comprehensibility. Limited control of vocabulary and grammatical and
syntactic structures impedes comprehensibility.
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Text Chat 4

Sample: A
Score: 5

This response appropriately addresses the prompt with some elaboration. Both an opinion and explanation
are provided. The response uses a range of vocabulary and grammatical and syntactic structures correctly
and exhibits relative ease of expression. Use of register and style is appropriate and consistent. The
discourse would have flowed more smoothly had the second sentence used a syntactic structure such as
Z 3L ~ 75 T . The orthographic error (i:/lt) does not interfere with comprehensibility. This
response could have earned a higher score if more elaboration and detail were included and if a wider
variety of vocabulary and grammatical and syntactic structures had been used.

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response addresses the prompt appropriately but very simply. It suggests good control of orthography
and some control of basic grammatical structures and vocabulary. The use of register and style is

appropriate and consistent. The grammatical error in fill ik & - 7= (omission of /%) does not interfere with
comprehensibility. The expression & - 72 1% 9 7% & < 72V is unnatural; it is more natural to say 72V ME 9
MUY, Limited vocabulary and grammatical structures as well as the lack of clarity of the second
sentence prevented the response from earning a higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response addresses the prompt appropriately, but the justification is incomplete. It could have earned
a higher score if the second sentence had been completed properly and its meaning clarified. The use of

H & is inappropriate, possibly a result of translating directly from the English “self.” Vocabulary and
grammatical and syntactic structures are limited, but they are used correctly for the most part.
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Text Chat b

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. Although it is brief, the answer addresses
the prompt and is clear, thorough, and appropriate. This virtually error-free response also demonstrates
natural and flowing expression with rich vocabulary (such as &% b and 728).

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal writing. It addresses the prompt and
provides a basic but appropriate answer. The response demonstrates unnatural flow of expression, which,
with the errors in orthography and grammatical structures (suchas 7 4 s & ¥ and T X/ 5H),
interferes with readability.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests lack of competence in interpersonal writing. Although the answer directly
addresses the prompt somewhat appropriately, it is not complete. An orthographic error (H— L D)
makes the response difficult to comprehend. Limited control of syntactic structures results in fragmented
language.
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Text Chat 6

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. The student addresses the prompt and
provides a thorough and appropriate answer with elaboration. The response exhibits natural and easy flow
of expression with no errors in orthography and mechanics.

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides a basic but appropriate answer. Inappropriate vocabulary (such as mWL T, v 24, H D
% 7°) and errors in grammatical structures (e.g., the incorrect negative adjectival form) interfere with
comprehensibility.

Sample: C
Score: 1

This response demonstrates lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It only marginally addresses the
prompt. Insufficient, inappropriate vocabulary (A /L b, & ¥ £ 97> instead of I£ & £97»), combined
with limited control of grammar and errors in orthography (4> and ¥3), significantly interfere with
comprehensibility.
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