EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY WEAK

Demonstrates lack
of competence in

presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing

that earns credit

2008 SCORING GUIDELINES
Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation

TASK COMPLETION

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt with
thoroughness and detail,
including explanation of view or
perspective

Well-organized and coherent,
with a clear progression of
ideas; use of appropriate
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information is accurate
and detailed

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt, including
explanation of view or
perspective

Well-organized and coherent,
with a progression of ideas that
is generally clear; some use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Minimal errors in cultural
information

Presentation addresses almost
all aspects of prompt, including
explanation of view or
perspective, but may lack
detail or elaboration

Generally organized and
coherent; use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices
may be inconsistent

Generally correct cultural infor-
mation with some inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic
directly, but may not address all
aspects of prompt

Portions may lack organization
or coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information may have
several inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic
only marginally or addresses
only some aspects of prompt
Scattered information generally
lacks organization and
coherence; minimal or no use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information has
frequent or significant
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses prompt
only minimally

Lacks organization and
coherence

Cultural information almost
entirely inaccurate or missing

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression
Natural pace with minimal hesitation
or repetition
Pronunciation virtually error free
Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of expression
Smooth pace with occasional
hesitation or repetition, which does
not distract from the message
Infrequent or insignificant errors in
pronunciation

Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Generally consistent pace with some
unnatural hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation do not
necessitate special listener effort
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
and style appropriate to situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes with
comprehensibility

Inconsistent pace marked by some
hesitation or repetition

Errors in pronunciation sometimes
necessitate special listener effort
Inconsistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation or includes
many errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Frequent hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener effort
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility

Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

Not in Japanese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms

Variety of appropriate
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with sporadic
errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, but with several
errors in complex structures or
limited to simple structures

Some inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammat-
ical and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2008 SCORING COMMENTARY

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation
Note: In transcriptions of students’ responses, two dots indicate a pause.
Overview

This task assesses students' speaking skills in the presentational communicative mode by requiring them
to make a presentation on a cultural topic to a Japanese class. It consists of a single prompt, which
identifies a cultural topic and details how it should be discussed in the presentation. Students are given 4
minutes to prepare the presentation and 2 minutes for its delivery. The response receives a single, holistic
score, based on how well it accomplishes the assigned task; in addition to language skills, the score
reflects the cultural knowledge exhibited in the response.

The prompt on the 2008 exam directed students to present their view or perspective on Japanese pop
culture. They were to begin with an appropriate introduction, discuss at least five aspects of Japanese pop
culture, and end with a concluding remark.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcription of Student Response

ZAZHBIE, AHIZHARDOR Yy FFxIlZoONT, 22—, BELEZWEBRWET, FAUIHARDKR v 7 H
NTF v —lE, 22—, DbVLWWEHRLIZLE, 2z, B, IFr—EERVEST, 22—, iz,
TV IRV ET, VT, HTHILILLST, 22—, ARITETINBHIZWNZENDATT,
BT NNRIZVICENWT, DL, 228, KELELITEZILENTELL, =Moo T
WAHDT, EZTHMITLZENTEET, bbb, W77 ETHERy T INT v —ELENET,
ZZ e MELTVNIENDENETT, MERT-WIT, 2—&, B4, 2—&. —RHHELARZSITHE
NHL, KEETTIE, ETHHELSEA, 228, WAWARIN, 2—&, BLODHL, & THEE
DENRDFET, HE, aZATLEFITEHV ETA, THOELEERVET, 2—L, 7T=ADLHIZ
DWWk X 77X —iZhibd L, 22, BOBHEMNSXK Y7, 2—&, BEUIZh, a6 T
T, HeE. TaFr, bETHRY THALFLEWET, Far bniold, EERTFTIUD A%,
x—&, =T, 22—, ffio7cVT5ZLTT, LT, ThE, KELHTDV LT, BHOHE
BN AT EBEMEMICT2ON, 22—, ETHERLVOTIERNTLEII D, L. B/EYL, 22—
ELHDH, FETANDE T Lo, 2—&, HDOH, 2OV RELHDIZ, FvT77 54—, B
YD, 2—&, MEIZHEST, WANWARFY T X — % 22—, #Hi<ZERETERY T
Fr—7RERVET, 2=, BAYZHIOIZLICEI>TEBWLLL AEFET L, A TERDZ LY,
TExET, 22—, UER, Fo, ORY THNLF ¥ —IZONWTOERTL, 0L T nE LT,

Commentary

This response represents excellence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The presentation
addresses all aspects of the prompt, including a discussion of the student’s views and perspectives.
Cultural information is accurate and detailed. This well-organized presentation includes an introduction
and an ending. The flow is natural, and the pace is smooth. Pronunciation is also natural and error free.
Register and style are consistent and appropriate to the situation. The response includes rich vocabulary
and idiomatic expressions (~& Hlr & L7z, B0 BN B, EMERIIZT 5, LL_EDY). The student uses a
variety of appropriate grammatical and syntactic structures with minimal errors.
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcription of Student Response

Ry TIAEDONWTHOEREZRKZ LET, Ny 7IZOWTEDHBEWARRH Y £, 3. 4
YIN, e ranbnEd, T raoZE, TV HNTT, hbnERNET, ki, E3
FAKDE DY £, BARITARORFLZMD £4, L ThbmAWVWEEWET, 312, BEEHY
EFT, FlxE. 5L & 7V yY) B0 ET, RRTEBEDGETT, HAIZ, T=ARHY
FT, TAVHIZET=ADRHDET, FEAEOFMITT = ANGFE T, R T =AD& TT,
x—&, ®EIZ, BRTIE, i vyay 2 (B1E) BV ET, Yoy ZiFRENTa vy
YT e —=TT, =L, T EBREZNTT, 2—&, BARITLSTHETTITE, FITR
BIATE W TY, Pk, RROERTY, x—&. RFIAKRIAT-T, £, £hIZ, &, . AN T
T, EO9bHVNETINET,

Commentary

This presentation demonstrates competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. It clearly
addresses all requirements of the prompt with some expression of views (e.g., | & A EDOTLIZ T
SANHETT, BARITESTHETTIT L, FAUTRMEICITZ 720 CT9). It is characterized by good
organization with an introduction, an ending, and cohesive devices. Overall pronunciation is good,
although there are some errors (F > 7 /L for B 7 v, )L = v 7 for JiifE) that do not interfere with
comprehensibility. Vocabulary and grammar are limited but appropriate. This presentation could have
earned a higher score if there were more substance in cultural information and in-depth presentation of
views and perspectives.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcription of Student Response

FAX HAGED, pop culture N KX TT, HAD, pop culture 1f, L% 5 TT, HARDIEKZ R 23,
KifF& T, 7=. B>, HAFED pop culture D F 23, 7 AU 1, @ pop culture L Y 2>, X T,
TH, 7AU IO, pop culture (£, WWTT, HRD, ¥ H—IFNNTT, & THWWNTT, K%,
TN EFTTHR, LT, SL<DB0OWNTT, FAOKEIXHAZED pop culture, 25, KRFZTY, KiE
He W, b—, Bon, EFETT, TH, 9. HH, IE, popculture, Ky 7, Ky 7 . HA
FEDR Yy T A4 =%, BV ET, Hb—A., TL T, HER, HAFED pop culture IX, L LV, &9
T9, 9—A..9—A, BOVREITINELE,

Commentary

This presentation addresses the topic incompletely and suggests lack of competence in presentational
speaking and cultural knowledge. Information is scattered, and there is limited use of transitional words
such as T % . Pacing is inconsistent, and the flow of expression is uneven and labored. Pronunciation is
unnatural, though generally comprehensible. Vocabulary and grammar are both very limited. This
response would have earned a higher score if it had addressed additional aspects of the prompt in a more
coherent presentation and maintained more consistent pacing.
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