EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
speaking

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
presentational
speaking

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
speaking

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
presentational
speaking

WEAK

Suggests lack of

competence in
presentational
speaking

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
presentational
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2008 SCORING GUIDELINES

Presentational Speaking: Story Narration

TASK COMPLETION

Narration includes a thorough
and detailed beginning,
middle, and end that tell a
logical and complete story
consistent with stimulus

Well-organized and coherent,
with a clear progression of
ideas; use of appropriate
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Narration has a beginning,
middle, and end that tell a
logical and complete story
consistent with stimulus

Well-organized and coherent,
with a progression of ideas
that is generally clear; some
use of transitional elements
and cohesive devices

Narration tells a complete
story consistent with
stimulus, but may lack detail
or elaboration or have minor
inconsistencies in its logical
progression from beginning to
end

Generally organized and
coherent; use of transitional
elements and cohesive
devices may be inconsistent

Narration tells a basic story
consistent with stimulus, but
may have inconsistencies in
its logical progression from
beginning to end

Portions may lack
organization or coherence;
infrequent use of transitional
elements and cohesive
devices

Response characterized by
description or listing, with
little narration; may be
inconsistent with stimulus
Scattered information
generally lacks organization
and coherence; minimal or no
use of transitional elements
and cohesive devices

Response incomplete and
difficult to follow; lacks
narrative elements; may be
inconsistent with stimulus
Lacks organization and
coherence

Completely irrelevant to the stimulus

Not in Japanese

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression
Natural pace with minimal hesitation
or repetition
Pronunciation virtually error free

Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of expression
Smooth pace with occasional
hesitation or repetition, which does
not distract from the message
Infrequent or insignificant errors in
pronunciation

Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Generally consistent pace with some
unnatural hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation do not
necessitate special listener effort
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
and style appropriate to situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes
with comprehensibility
Inconsistent pace marked by some
hesitation or repetition

Errors in pronunciation sometimes
necessitate special listener effort
Inconsistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation or includes
many errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Frequent hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener effort
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility

Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms
Variety of appropriate
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with minimal or
no errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with sporadic
errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms
Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, but with several
errors in complex structures
or limited to simple
structures

Some inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of
grammatical and syntactic
structures frequently
interferes with
comprehensibility or results
in fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of
grammatical and syntactic
structures significantly
interferes with compre-
hensibility or results in very
fragmented language
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Presentational Speaking: Story Narration
Note: In transcriptions of students’ responses, two dots indicate a pause.
Overview

This task measures the ability to speak in the presentational mode by asking students to narrate a story to
a Japanese class. It contains a series of pictures that depict a story. Students are allotted 4 minutes to
prepare the narration and 2 minutes to tell the story. The response receives a single, holistic score, based
on how well it accomplishes the assigned task.

The 2008 exam contained four pictures illustrating scenes in a park where two boys are playing ball and an
elderly man is watching. The pictures show the elderly man catching the ball and reminiscing about his
youth as a baseball player.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcription of Student Response

HOBNTZRIZ, FROBIZHDIBEONFIZ, FRHOBLWS AN, ThoTWnE L, £Di

KT, Fv v TF - AR—NETDH_ANOLFEE, BLWSAUF, RELE, S, HFFr v 7 Z2ns

STDEDRT TR =, &, ROFy v T7OLERLEDREL, R—TEoFTBLVSADT D

HEZAIIRATEE LT, ZOBRE, BLWEAFTH-L ELH ERY, ZEBhELEER—NLE, A

T, RFEEZx Yy v TFLELE, TNERT, VHELEBLIEFTICEESE L, BOLEVEREZLIT, B

CWEAZEXy vF « R—/UISHET, R—AZFOBLWIAK, 73K LESTT, BS

HLPNWTA, HEF26T. BERTE YT ¥y —20o Tl dZz, BLWIABWHLE LR,

[&H, FLEEL, BOANZITET LN, TT, | BLWVWIAE.. bOTIIHINLEIITHA—
N, Bk E LT, LS L, BFUNTL2HFNFX Y v 7OFOFOFE, & EWTIIWRWnE S T,

Commentary

The narration includes a thorough and detailed beginning, middle, and end and tells a logical and
complete story consistent with the stimulus. The narration is well organized and coherent, and the
progression clear, although additional transitional elements would strengthen it even further. It is delivered
at a steady pace with minimal hesitations, which do not interfere with comprehensibility. Pronunciation is
generally error free, and the use of register and style is consistent and appropriate to the situation. The
response uses rich vocabulary (& 0 &k L, B[], FEO)TF 5, & £ <) and a variety of grammatical
structures with minimal errors.
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Presentational Speaking: Story Narration (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcription of Student Response

ELRIEDIT, APV RRIESTZDT, ¥ v FR—N%E, BEOE L, FEbid, Fyv, ¥
v F e R, FEEAR—AEZRT WL, KEMBNEHATLE, TH, XUFIZTbos T
FHFVOBLWIAF, #EELOR— LV ER->TINE L, I T, ELEBIX TBLWEA, Y
MEHFITINELT, | EWVWWELE, BLWSA, T5&, b, B ULWEAIL T—HEITEY
FHAN] oTHEELE, ZLELBLVIAUE TWNTT L] o TES7TDOTHEELIX, ®"iEL
FTCxXy o T A%, LELE, BLLWISAUIX TZOANLELIEL, BERERIZRNETNNRZ] &
EWVRNDL, BRI L TR TWVE LT,

Commentary

The narration demonstrates competence in presentational speaking by telling a complete story consistent
with the stimulus. The response is well organized with a progression of ideas that is generally clear but
lacks detail and elaboration. Transitional elements, such as 41 C and % L7z 5, are used correctly. The
response is delivered in a natural flow of expression with a consistent pace, and the register and style are
appropriate to the situation. The response would have received a higher score if the student had used
more varied vocabulary and demonstrated control of a variety of grammatical structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcription of Student Response

T, DS, FO, ZDIZ, BLWIAFN—7 T, Fy7%EL, £L7, Th, 2530VDVE
T, WERKAE LE L, 2w o (er) HEROE, 1T, BLWIA .. IZ, H—, BLV ET,
BLWEAIE, MWET, FEKOLEL, bbWVWLE L, BLWS A, 1L, 731 K,
BLWIADT WA MEIBFEKOD pitcher 28, YV L7z, TH, BLWSAE, & TH, ANTT,
PPER®D pitcher Z# LERH A, 2 HS0VDOOEIE, ATV A T, HO, BLWEA, HET, F
~ MRV ELE, A, BLWIAFEELE, TH, b—, kA dream LT, .. E9HHY

MWE DS TINET, ARI A

Commentary

The narration responds to the stimulus and attempts to tell a basic story, but it provides scattered
information and lacks of organization and coherence. There is little elaboration and no use of transitional
elements. Labored expression, frequent hesitations, and occasional use of English words (nap, pitcher,
impress, dream) make the narration difficult to follow. There are some gaps in logic (B WS AlE & TH
FUNTT, BERO pitcher # L £ A, ) and basic grammatical errors (9 5 S WO OE EKO = %2 &
5 L F L72). The response could have earned a higher score if the student had demonstrated greater
control of grammar.
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