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Paragraph Completion 
 
The paragraph completion part of the exam consists of two exercises: a passage in which root words are 
provided and two passages without root words. In the passage with root words, students may need to write 
more than one word, as illustrated by the following examples: 
 

1. A simple tense (visitaría), an infinitive (volver), a gerund (creyendo), etc. 
2. A compound tense (hemos llegado) 
3. A reflexive construction (se dio) 

 
In the passages without root words, students write one word.  

 
• Not acceptable are progressive constructions (estamos esperando) or periphrastic constructions 

that use infinitives (tenemos que esperar, voy a salir). 
 
• If a student writes more than one answer in the blank, all answers must be correct in order to receive 

credit. 
 
• Even if no change is required in a suggested word, students must write the word. “No change” or “no 

cambia” are not acceptable responses. 
 

• Answers with extra accents or missing accents are incorrect. 
 

• Students may use upper- or lowercase letters without penalty. 
 
Accepted Answers for Paragraph Completion: 
 

1. hispano    11.  un / el 
 

2. precisamente    12.  de / y 
 

3. decir / haber dicho   13.  en / a 
 

4. muchos    14.  ha 
 

5. la     15.  Según 
 

6. logrado     16.  Por 
 

7. sencillas    17.  de / con 
 

8. apreciar / haber apreciado  18.  que 
 

9. debido     19.  las / sus / estas 
 
     10. sea / haya sido    20.  del 
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Paragraph Completion with Root Words 

 
Overview 
 
This section of the exam assessed students’ knowledge of grammar and language use in an authentic 
context. For the first paragraph completion exercises (items 1–10), students were required to fill in 10 
blanks with the correct forms of the root words that were provided. At times students needed to write 
more than one word, as indicated in the directions in English and Spanish. The passage for this year’s 
exam, from bolivianet.com/arte, discussed the first exposition of contemporary Bolivian art on the Internet. 
Correct answers included two infinitives, two past participles, several adjectives, one adverb, one definite 
article, and one present subjunctive verb form (although the present perfect subjunctive was admissible as 
well). 
 
Sample: PC-W-AA 
Score: 9 
Correct: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 
Incorrect: 10 
 
This is an excellent sample, in the high range. All questions are answered correctly, with the exception of 
number 10, in which the student does not recognize the need for the subjunctive after se espera. 
 
Sample: PC-W-BB 
Score: 6 
Correct: 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
Incorrect: 1, 2, 9, 10 
 
This is an example of a mid-range sample. The student identifies the need for the infinitive in numbers 3 
and 8. In numbers 4 and 7, the student chooses the correct gender and number for the adjectives mucho 
and sencillo. In number 5, the student uses the correct definite article for diversidad and in number 6 
correctly uses the past participle of lograr to form the present perfect tense. 
 
The student incorrectly chooses the masculine plural form of the adjective hispano in number 1 and in 
number 2 fails to form the adverb precisamente. In number 9, the student does not recognize the need for 
the past participle of deber and in number 10 does not choose the present subjunctive of ser. 
 
Sample: PC-W-CC 
Score: 3 
Correct: 3, 6, 7 
Incorrect: 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10 
 
This is a sample in the low range. In number 3, the student recognizes the need for the infinitive form of decir 
and in number 6 correctly forms the past participle of lograr. In number 7, the student correctly chooses the 
feminine plural form of sencillo. 
 
In number 1, the student incorrectly uses the feminine form of hispano, and in number 2, the student fails to 
change preciso to the adverb precisamente. In number 4, the student incorrectly uses the feminine plural 
form of mucho and in number 5 does not recognize the need for the definite article la with diversidad. In 
number 8, the student does not identify the need for the infinitive form of apreciar and in number 9 
incorrectly uses the present tense of deber rather than the past participle. In number 10, the student does not 
recognize the need for the present subjunctive of ser after se espera. 
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Paragraph Completion without Root Words 

 
Overview 
 
This section of the exam also assessed students’ knowledge of grammar and language use in an authentic 
context. In the second set of paragraph completion exercises (items 11–20), students were limited to one-
word answers that were correct logically and grammatically, as indicated in the one set of instructions, 
again written in both languages. The passage for items 11–15 came from the online version of ECOS de 
España y Latinoamérica and discussed the production of shoes in Spain. The passage for items 16–20 
appeared on BBCMundo.com and discussed the placement of the hippopotamus and the polar bear on the 
Endangered Species List. The correct answers included definite and indefinite articles, several 
conjunctions, prepositions, a relative pronoun, one contraction, and a verb form. In a few instances—
question 19, for example—several correct answers were possible, corresponding to authentic usage in 
context. 
 
Sample: PC-W/O-AA 
Score: 8 
Correct: 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 19, 20 
Incorrect: 15, 18 
 
This is an excellent sample, in the high range. The student correctly chooses the indefinite article “un” in 
number 11 and correctly uses the preposition “de” in number 12. In number 13, the student identifies the 
need for the preposition “en” and in number 14 correctly writes “ha” to form the present perfect tense with 
obligado. In number 16, the student correctly uses the preposition “Por” and in number 17 correctly uses 
the preposition “con.” The student correctly inserts the definite article “las” in number 19 and the 
contraction “del” in number 20. 
 
The student incorrectly uses the preposition “En” rather than Según in number 15, and in number 18, the 
student uses “cuya” rather than the relative pronoun que. 
 
Sample: PC-W/O-BB 
Score: 5 
Correct: 11, 12, 13, 17, 19 
Incorrect: 14, 15, 16, 18, 20 
 
This is a mid-range sample. The student correctly uses the definite article “el” in number 11 and the 
conjunction “y” in number 12. In number 13, the student correctly chooses the preposition “a” and in 
number 17 understands the need for the preposition “de.” In number 19, the student chooses the correct 
definite article “las.” 
 
In number 14, the student uses the plural verb form “han” rather than ha. In number 15, the student 
incorrectly chooses the preposition “En” and in number 16 does not recognize the need for the preposition 
Por. In number 18, the student fails to recognize the need for the relative pronoun que, and in number 20, 
the student incorrectly uses “en” instead of the contraction del. 
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Paragraph Completion without Root Words (continued) 

 
Sample: PC-W/O-CC 
Score: 2 
Correct: 12, 13 
Incorrect: 11, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 
 
This is a sample in the low range. In number 12, the student correctly chooses the conjunction “y” and in 
number 13 correctly uses the preposition “en.” 
 
In number 11, the student fails to identify the need for either the definite or the indefinite article. In 
number 14, the student writes “a” rather than ha and in number 15 incorrectly chooses the preposition 
“En.” In number 16, the student does not recognize the need for the preposition Por and in number 17 
incorrectly chooses “por.” In number 18, the student uses the contraction “del” rather than the relative 
pronoun que. In number 19, the student incorrectly chooses “unas” and in number 20 does not form the 
contraction del. 
 

© 2008 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com. 




