EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD
Suggests
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE
Suggests
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2009 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation

TASK COMPLETION

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides a very thorough and
appropriate response; includes
elaboration and detail

e Smoothly connected sentences

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

e Connected sentences

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate
response

e Sentences may be loosely
connected

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides a basic but appropriate
answer

e Disconnected sentences

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate but
incomplete answer

e Fragmented sentences

e Addresses prompt minimally or
marginally

e Very disjointed sentences or
isolated words

e Mere restatement of the prompt

e (learly does not respond to the prompt
e “Idon't know,” “I don't understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Chinese

o Not in Chinese

DELIVERY

Natural pace and intonation, with
minimal hesitation or repetition

Accurate pronunciation
(including tones), with minimal
erTors

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Smooth pace and intonation, with
occasional hesitation and
repetition

Occasional errors in
pronunciation (including tones)

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Generally consistent pace and
intonation, with intermittent
hesitation and repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including tones),
which do not necessitate special
listener effort

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register appropriate to situation

Inconsistent pace and intonation,
with hesitation and repetition
that interfere with
comprehension

Errors in pronunciation (including
tones) sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

Use of register appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or
includes many errors

Labored pace and intonation,
with frequent hesitation and
repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
constant listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

Very labored pace and intonation,
with constant hesitation and
repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
intense listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

e Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE

Rich and appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
minimal errors

Wide range of grammatical
structures, with minimal
errors

Appropriate vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic
errors

Mostly appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
errors that do not generally
obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
grammatical structures,
with errors that do not
generally obscure meaning

Limited appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
frequent errors that
sometimes obscure
meaning; intermittent
interference from another
language

Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that sometimes
obscure meaning

Minimal appropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning;
repeated interference from
another language

Limited grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that significantly
obscure meaning; constant
interference from another
language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures,
with frequent errors that
significantly obscure
meaning
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task assesses speaking in the interpersonal communicative mode by having the student respond as
part of a simulated conversation. It consists of a statement identifying an interlocutor and conversation
topic followed by six questions. Students are allotted 20 seconds to speak at each turn in the conversation.
Each of the six responses receives a holistic score based on how well it accomplishes the assigned task; all
six scores count equally in calculating the total score. Students need to speak clearly with good
pronunciation and make sure that their answer addresses the prompt directly and is culturally appropriate.

This year's conversation was with Cheng Lilan, a reporter for a Chinese newspaper, about the student's
experience studying Chinese.

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response
B, BRI, Um BP0 er i, e AR, i, A0 aEas . =AM
H#K([xi1 huanl] P0G, S0 [wend hua2.

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough answer, including elaboration and
detail in the form of three appropriate examples. The last sentence, which is apparently intended to be a
concluding remark, could have been better integrated into the response by the use of a transitional
element or cohesive device. The delivery is natural and smooth, with minimal hesitation and repetition.
There are some errors in the pronunciation of tones, but nothing that necessitates special listener effort.
The use of ¥} at the beginning of the response shows a good understanding of the prompt and a degree of
fluency in interpersonal communication. The response employs rich vocabulary (L& A V54 AZiH)
and appropriate grammatical structures (FL . . . 255%).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response
Um A5 TR 2 [hend duo2]. FAMEE A [hua2], WHEERE. Uh A AR . AREFAIES
Bilyan2], 2 TIRZ . FMAEAIAIR . uh REFA, uh BEAMBAHRLT

Commentary

This appropriate answer addresses the prompt, but it lacks the kind of specific examples that are
characteristic of a more thorough response. The sentences are generally complete and clear in meaning,
but they are loosely strung together without transitional elements or cohesive devices. The pace and
intonation are generally consistent, with intermittent hesitation and repetition. Pronunciation is quite
good except for tone errors that for the most part do not necessitate special listener effort. The response
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1 (continued)

makes use of appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures, with one obvious mistake (FA"
AL .. 1R4F \) that does not obscure meaning.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response
FAMwol menl] M2E[xie3] . . {R £ [henl duo2] ¥ [han3 zi2] . . TAM%E . ATEFRZ .. uh A5 [xied]
1lzai2] .. &

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt but provides an incomplete answer in sentence fragments.
Pace and intonation are labored, with frequent hesitation and repetition, and repeated errors in
pronunciation necessitate special listener effort. The response employs only minimal vocabulary and very
limited grammatical structures.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response
RPN, BIRARER, h- IR R AR, DA RN RS . B S ISR R
A3 S5 S

Commentary

This thorough and appropriate answer directly addresses the prompt and provides elaboration in response
to the “why?" portion of the prompt. The response is delivered in two complete sentences, each composed
of smoothly connected clauses. Pace and intonation are natural, with minimal hesitation and repetition,
and pronunciation is accurate. The student employs appropriate vocabulary and a wide range of

grammatical structures (B ARER: 1R #E %3 LR #ERE: FRAOE /NS BRI, OHES: N BERE).

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student’s Response
LB uh T, B (shid] 5 [xiel] #i[han2] F. Uh #1345 1R[hen2] £ [han2] ¥, uh.. #AEk.

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic but appropriate answer in two
disconnected sentences. Pace and intonation are inconsistent, with intermittent hesitation and frequent
errors in pronunciation. Vocabulary is limited, and grammatical structures are simple, with an error (4 5%

for AN—E%) that does not obscure meaning.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response
FRAREEIR ST, uh IRATEFRERAR S . AR, AR t-, AREE, IREEFRER, PrUMRGNIE, FKIP .. R ba- uh SR
Ao RN uh B h- A FOKLF T .

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt but provides an incomplete answer that fails to respond to the
“why?” portion of the prompt. The pace of delivery is inconsistent, with frequent hesitation and repetition,
but pronunciation is generally good. The response employs minimal appropriate vocabulary and limited
grammatical structures, with frequent errors that obscure meaning (it 1R #: TR HIEAN L FRA5H A

i1 KUF 7).
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response
Uh 30258 SO %, FeBElE O, A MRIE RO A, BRI uh 28, KTh—H
EAABAMTIR, ANEr uh HUABESESE uh AT

Commentary

This very thorough and appropriate answer directly addresses the prompt and includes elaboration and
detail. The response is delivered in two complete sentences, each with smoothly connected clauses. Pace
and intonation are natural, with occasional hesitation and minimal repetition, and pronunciation is
generally accurate. The response uses appropriate vocabulary and a variety of grammatical structures with
minimal errors, including a couple that are immediately corrected (ANE to ANfE: #2458 to Z2UT).

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student’s Response

REIER uh [P uh Skliud] B w-, KA. uh MLl un [ [F, A uh . ERER .

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic but appropriate answer. The pace of
delivery is inconsistent, with frequent hesitation and repetition, and one pronunciation error (R 1iud] #)
necessitates special listener effort. The response employs limited vocabulary and simple grammatical
structures, with errors that do not significantly obscure meaning (FAM I L . . . [FJE:MERES).

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response
Uh #5245 ah .. PR . ARGFIREFIFRSEAS5% ah th SR RUERIEY, F3RkEE

Commentary

The response only minimally addresses the prompt (Z:H ) in a disjointed run-on sentence. The pace of
delivery is very labored, with frequent hesitation and long pauses. Vocabulary is insufficient and
inappropriate, and grammatical structures are very limited. The student repeatedly misuses the
conjunction I and frequently resorts to simple stock phrases (515 ; R 4T 1R 47 = 8.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response
Mmm . . Fedse s B WURNE", R IR A B AR LE, M H. . RS EA, EREEIEE LT
BN AR AR AR IR, SRR R i .

Commentary
This thorough and appropriate response directly addresses the prompt and provides some elaboration in
explaining the meaning of the quoted idiom. Pace and intonation are natural, with minimal hesitation and

repetition, and pronunciation is generally accurate. The response uses rich vocabulary (7 #%; IA#]) and
appropriate grammatical structures, with minimal errors (£ ABAF 1 A= 5 751 F 5 E ).

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student’s Response
Bl R a2 . Ts Bk, EMlpianl] K F#AN, BIAE MG aE L, S5 (or:

BRI or: B8] | R LR . xu- N

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic answer, but the explanation of the
quoted idiom is inaccurate, or at best unclear. The pace of delivery is inconsistent, with hesitation and
repetition that interfere with comprehension. Inaccurate and unclear pronunciation necessitates special
listener effort, obscures the intended meaning of the last part of the response, and even makes it difficult
to judge whether vocabulary and grammatical structures are used appropriately.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response
Wl BB . BGE R AR AR E R RS . A, FAMREEEER b uh HIRZIEM
it o

Commentary

The response only minimally addresses the prompt. It mentions J# i but fails to quote an example, and the
only substantive comment (A A A2 18 B 2 [ 1% i) suggests that the student may not have clearly
understood the prompt. The pace of delivery is inconsistent, with frequent hesitation. The response uses
only limited vocabulary and simple grammatical structures.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 5

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response
Uh FCMSESCARZ AN Uh .. Je5E 15 uh 5t th 3CH bid] §iotlying3) SC#E, P2 S0 [sheng3)
F, uh A uh #hand] 7, A EEE[6H2] T

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough answer, including appropriate
examples. The pace of delivery is good, with occasional hesitation and no repetition. Pronunciation is
generally accurate, with some errors in tones. The response employs appropriate vocabulary and
grammatical structures.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response
Howe-, FHCHD . uh . FIRZ HANE [bud tongl]. Uh [ .. H3C .. uh )55 [xiel] K% [shi3
houd] X, fR[hend] #, {H[dan3] 2 .. uh % 3X[ying3 wend] 1%, HIEHEA d-, A, 1R[hend] .

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer: Chinese writing is very
difficult and English grammar is very difficult. The pace of delivery is somewhat inconsistent, with
frequent hesitation and repetition, which necessitate a degree of listener effort. Tones are often
mispronounced, but the response remains intelligible because only basic vocabulary and simple
grammatical structures are employed.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response
Um /£ g-, "1 uh HPOCERDESC um [ x-, x-, P07 . uh HIRZ AR, Um IZFRPE, AARIEE 4T,
A, #AFK . Um .. yeah.. &

Commentary

The response begins with what seems to be an attempt to address the prompt (H CER 9L .. R

% /AN[A]), but it ends up citing differences (food, transportation) that are not related to language and are
therefore irrelevant to the prompt. The pace of delivery is labored—frequent hesitation and repetition
necessitate constant listener effort—but pronunciation is generally good. Vocabulary and grammatical
structures are limited, with errors that significantly obscure meaning (£F A SCER 2 S H P 77 G 1R 2 AN[A]).
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 6

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response
m BERLFRI? Un RIERZZME, 28, £6&, Zllshuodl. Um fR%E[yangl] itfEIRZ 2-
/j[ 1-12] %7 ch- %H lu}_pﬁﬁ unh jz‘%‘/ﬁ‘}_hn_n/u\o

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough and appropriate answer, with some
elaboration, in logically connected sentences. The pace of delivery is generally smooth, with occasional
hesitation and a few pronunciation errors. The response employs appropriate vocabulary and grammatical
structures.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student’s Response
Uh.. 55—k, RE . ARZEEE T [bo] X (pol Mmo] Tlfo] K& . A . uh W, FEZH . HIk ..
B . uh..zund[?].. 7% C,

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic but appropriate answer in loosely
connected sentences. The pace of delivery is inconsistent, with frequent hesitation and repetition, and the
pronunciation of one word is unintelligible. The response uses only limited vocabulary and simple
grammatical structures.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response

Uh WR AR F T BB b SC8 A, SRR, . unh . WHRAR . fR[henl] . . mm .. mm..ahhh

Commentary

The response begins with an attempt to address the prompt (essentially by repeating the first part of the
prompt), but the sentence is incomplete, and no substantive answer is given. The pace is labored, with
increasing hesitation and repetition, and the response finally trails off into unintelligible sounds.
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