EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
writing

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
interpersonal
writing

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
writing

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
interpersonal
writing

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
writing

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
writing

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

2009 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat

TASK COMPLETION

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a very thorough and
appropriate response; includes
elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate
response

Directly addresses prompt and

provides a basic but appropriate

answer

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate but
incomplete answer

Addresses prompt minimally or
marginally

Mere restatement of the prompt

Clearly does not respond to the prompt

DELIVERY

Natural, easily flowing
expression

Orthography and mechanics
virtually error free

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of
expression

Infrequent or insignificant
errors in orthography and
mechanics

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere
with comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics do not interfere
with readability

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register and style appropriate
to situation

Strained or unnatural flow
of expression sometimes
interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics may be frequent
or interfere with readability

Use of register and style
appropriate to situation is
inconsistent or includes many
eITors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics frequent or interfere
with readability

Frequent use of register and
style inappropriate to situation

Labored expression
constantly interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics very frequent or
significantly interfere with
readability

Constant use of register and
style inappropriate to situation

“I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese

Not in Japanese
Blank
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms

Excellent use of grammar and
syntax, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with sporadic
errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, but with several
errors in complex structures
or limited to simple structures

Some inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of
grammatical and syntactic
structures frequently
interferes with
comprehensibility or results
in fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of
grammatical and syntactic
structures significantly
interferes with
comprehensibility or results
in very fragmented language



Text Chat 1
Sample: A

AT HADFREN —FEHAVEBOVET, ALABAEICOWTERLEL X I,
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Text Chat 1
Sample: B

—HEBLLANWZLIFHAD LANAEATT, LADAEAIZETHERNEBNET,
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Text Chat 1
Sample: C

DIFADE_YDONRT Z T
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Text Chat 2
Sample: A

RoFVMETIIERALDOEICEEV RATHAEVENLES L, AATOIbZ bR A LD
nH,
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Text Chat 2

Sample: B

HARFEOTHEH S 1IWL TIE, AFDLET, LT, ShWARBEEZEI RS BRWTEEAN

o T2 2E, TV oFIF+HFEL»2HY FHANS, FEBF T, BROBZEL RS BoWTEH
e ETHTITWNVEBH UM
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Text Chat 2
Sample: C

FODIFIWVWANARTFATT, FAbr
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Text Chat 3
Sample: A

FANFIAFR Y PR VVWEENET, A%y hOFTHNANWALRHARANOEEEZEEYET, 282013, 1F
MDOANDFICW Lx BHEEZESTIZIDNVVWTT, ZL T, AU v X HWEIE S NN T
7,
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Text Chat 3
Sample: B

AXxy W HoEWVWNWTT, bobtBHLLANWTYT, LT, AF Y hEZOLWTYT, RNA F—
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Text Chat 3
Sample: C

RAXTBIESTWADFZ L Z ATV - 72N
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Text Chat 4
Sample: A

fict, BAROBEEHIMZD2E oot WnERENWET, 2L T, AKRODIULOENRE L LD
<72 E9,
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Text Chat 4
Sample: B

ZLT, ZI7AA=RMITLEMEDFEZBLDIEO NN TTN?  E5 EENETN?
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Text Chat 4
Sample: C

IZIFABABIT EDWTT, [ZIEABTIE 2R VNTY, BBEWEXT 720N TT,
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Text Chat b
Sample: A

TOTTR, MEIKEOLIZHICLEL X, b LITHE, HIEHOFRZR =RICH X EEAD
ROFIZZ DRI R TS 7ZE W,
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Text Chat b
Sample: B

Cx, HBIZ, T, FH1RIEELET,
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Text Chat b
Sample: C

+ R E ST E S
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Text Chat 6

Sample: A

AL —IR— FETF > TE b0, [ENDIEFRDRFF>TLn6, Lo, ZOTRHICHELAIZL
TWD, WNEREZESS !
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Text Chat 6
Sample: B

S EOHMBE DL, R EFF>TE o TRVWEMNET,
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Text Chat 6
Sample: C

G RAZHZLET, RAZR—FRHY 302 FIE

© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2009 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat
Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.
Overview

This task evaluates writing in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students respond as part
of a simulated exchange of text-chat messages. It comprises a statement identifying an interlocutor and
conversation topic and six messages to which the student responds. Each message consists of a chat
entry in Japanese and a brief direction in English, which provides guidance on how to answer. Students
have 90 seconds to read the message and respond at each turn in the conversation. Each of the six
responses receives a holistic score based on how well it accomplishes the assigned task; all six scores
count equally in calculating the total score.

In 2009 students were directed to participate in an exchange of text-chat messages with a classmate,
Yumi Watanabe, about their group presentation on Japanese culture. Students were asked to describe the
aspect of Japanese culture they find most interesting, to justify their opinion, to recommend methods of
presentation, to suggest a time and place to meet, and to suggest what should be brought to the meeting.

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1

Sample: A
Score: 5

This thorough and appropriate answer directly addresses the prompt. It includes elaboration and detall,
mentioning 7% and giving the examples 1A% and ##1# . Instead of the simple noun connector &, the
more inclusive X° is used appropriately. There is consistent use of register and style. Although the prompt
uses the direct style /tL 9 | the relationship between the writer of the prompt and the student is unknown.
Classmates often use the direct style in speaking to each other, so that form would be appropriate.
However, if the relationship between the classmates is more formal (e.g., the student is not a close friend
or is new to the school), it is acceptable to use the TJ /% 7 style. The use of 33 L % L k 9 strengthens
the response because the student is including others in the group by encouraging a joint effort. If there
had been more elaboration and detail, the response could have scored a 6.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This appropriate response directly addresses the prompt. Vocabulary is appropriate but limited. The
student should have used the kanji V> (fast) instead of the kanji F-\ > (early), but this error in orthography
does not interfere significantly with readability. There is consistent use of register. Although the prompt
uses the direct style /tL 9 , the relationship between the writer of the prompt and the student is unknown.
Classmates often use the direct style in speaking to each other, so that form is appropriate. However, if the
relationship between the classmates is more formal (e.g., the student is not a close friend or is new to the
school), it is acceptable for the response to include the T3/ % 9 style. This response demonstrates
competence in interpersonal writing.
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2009 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response addresses the prompt with an incomplete answer that does not make it clear if the student
is making a recommendation for a presentation topic. Errors in orthography and grammar (e.g., DX A and
W) D) interfere with readability, and the limited vocabulary interferes with comprehensibility. Lack of
a period at the end of the sentence does not affect the overall score since this conversation takes place in a
text chat environment. This response suggests lack of competence in interpersonal writing.
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2009 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 2

Sample: A
Score: b

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough justification of opinion using the
phrases #E\V & JH 95 L and 255 ) 5. It generally exhibits ease of expression by naturally and properly
using words and phrases such as X2 XV, 3480 72 AT, and & A % ¥ . Register and style are
appropriate to the situation, and there are no orthographical errors. If this answer had provided more
detailed elaboration, it would be stronger. This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal
writing.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This appropriate response directly addresses the prompt. Strained or unnatural flow of expression, as in
the phrases B AL LE T, W2 EME and ARDIBREIES 72 < B %W T £+ A, does not interfere
with comprehensibility. The use of hiragana for the word |3\ > < slightly interferes with readability. If this
answer had used richer vocabulary and exhibited more control of syntactic structures, it could have
received a higher score. This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing.

Sample: C
Score: 1

This response only partially answers the prompt. Although % -2 Y are an aspect of Japanese culture,
insufficient and inappropriate vocabulary, as in the phrase \ XAV A 724 A and the simple syntax used in
the single completed sentence make the answer difficult to comprehend. This response demonstrates lack
of competence in interpersonal writing.
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2009 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 3

Sample: A
Score: b

This response appropriately addresses the prompt with some elaboration and detail. Grammatical and
syntactic structures, including ~ & & and ~721% 9 23\, are used correctly. The response suggests
emerging excellence in producing cohesive and coherent interpersonal written discourse by using linking
words such as 72 & 21X and % L C. Use of register and style is appropriate and consistent. The response
could have earned a higher score had the expression flowed more naturally (e.g., 318 % Hit % 9" would be
better expressed as 118 # 3t £ 9°) and easily and had a greater variety of vocabulary and grammatical
and syntactic structures been used: for example, ~ 1% 9 23 VYT (used twice in the response) would be
better expressed as ~Z EH 5721 9 B3 W E o, AU o X BNTZIE D 23D E

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic answer with limited vocabulary and
simple, repeated syntactic structures. The grammatical error in A% v b %720 L\ T9 does not
interfere significantly with comprehensibility. Readability could be easily strengthened by using basic
kanji (e.g., 2 L) to break up the string of kana. The response suggests emerging competence in
interpersonal writing.

Sample: C
Score: 1

This response minimally addresses the prompt and demonstrates lack of competence in interpersonal
writing. Although the frequent errors in orthography and incorrect kanji conversion constantly interfere

with readability, if the text is read aloud, the meaning is somewhat comprehensible: 18 A Z 7 3{E > T
WA Apl Z A 2TV - 7213 E 08, Nevertheless, the limited control of grammar and vocabulary
interfere constantly with comprehensibility.
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2009 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 4

Sample: A
Score: b

This response appropriately addresses the prompt with some elaboration, including an explanation of the
student’s recommendation. The answer exhibits relative ease of expression. Use of register and style is
appropriate and consistent. The discourse would have flowed more smoothly had the second sentence
used an appropriate cohesive device (e.g., & 9 3 #UIE rather than % L 7). The orthographic error ()% L
% <) does not interfere with comprehensibility. The response could have earned a higher score had the
expression flowed more naturally and easily and had a greater variety of vocabulary and grammatical and
syntactic structures been used.

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides a basic but appropriate answer. Errors in use of vocabulary (% L C) and in grammatical
structures (B L H1E 9 3, £ 9 & BV E 97 interfere with comprehensibility. Better control of grammar
and additional elaboration would strengthen the response.

Sample: C
Score: 1

This response minimally addresses the prompt and demonstrates lack of competence in interpersonal
writing. It contains frequent errors in orthography (2 H1J &, 912, 1£ 9 72) and grammar (IZIFAB X H
& IZIFEABTIED, [T 720 TT). These errors, combined with insufficient vocabulary,
significantly interfere with comprehensibility.
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 5

Sample: A
Score: b

This thorough and appropriate response directly addresses the prompt and suggests emerging excellence
in interpersonal writing. The student generally exhibits ease of expression and uses appropriate register
and style. Grammatical and syntactic structures are appropriately used and varied. Writing &2 5 in kanji
would improve readability. Further elaboration would also strengthen the response.

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response addresses the prompt directly and appropriately, but very simply. Even though there is a
mechanical error (excessive use of commas in B H{Z, . ), the response suggests good control of
orthography and some control of basic vocabulary. The use of register and style is appropriate. The
grammatical error in B§ H {Z does not interfere with comprehensibility. The response would be improved
by replacing i LE T withfli LEL L 9 or EWVE L X 9.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response directly addresses the prompt, but it does so incompletely and marginally. Limited control of
grammar, as in &= 2> 72\ & L9 | significantly interferes with comprehensibility. The response
demonstrates lack of competence in interpersonal writing.
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 6

Sample: A
Score: 6

This thorough and appropriate response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly
addresses the prompt starting with 18 2 % —7"— R7Z1FKf > TE 72 510 0. Additionally, it includes some
detail and elaboration with the next three sentences. The response exhibits excellent use of grammar and
syntax, and there are no orthographic or mechanical errors. It includes natural and appropriate phrases
and idioms such as £f> T X 72 5 ) (in response to £ TV 72 50N ?2) 12D, and LA L T
V% . The use of register and style is appropriate and consistent. The naturalness of expression would be
enhanced if the sentence final particle & were added at the end of the first sentence and the sentence
final particle 42 at the end of /£ 4 9 . Nonetheless, the response reads well without them.

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides a basic but appropriate response without any detail or elaboration. The response exhibits
appropriate grammar, syntax, and vocabulary, making use of a phrase used in the prompt (4 DO##E 12)
to initiate the response. The orthographic and syntactic errors in > CZ - T B\ interfere somewhat
with comprehensibility and readability and cause an unnatural flow of expression. Furthermore, there is no
attempt to go beyond a basic response and basic level of language use. There are no mechanical errors.

Sample: C
Score: 1

The response exhibits an adequate level of expression. However, it addresses the prompt only minimally
and thus suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. Neither of the two completed sentences
directly addresses the prompt. However, it is possible to think that 8 A # R — K723 % D F 977> would lead
to a more direct suggestion had the student completed the third sentence. Both completed sentences are
grammatically correct but very basic. Further, they are not well connected to each other because of a lack
of a cohesive device such as 727> 5. The response contains only one orthographic error (73 A %), which
does not interfere with readability or comprehensibility.
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