EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY WEAK

Presentational Speaking:

Demonstrates lack

of competence in

presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing

that earns credit
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Cultural Perspective Presentation

TASK COMPLETION

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt with
thoroughness and detail,
including explanation of view
oI perspective

Well organized and coherent,
with a clear progression of
ideas; use of appropriate
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information is accurate
and detailed

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt, including
explanation of view or
perspective

Well organized and coherent,
with a progression of ideas that
is generally clear; some use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Minimal errors in cultural
information

Presentation addresses almost
all aspects of prompt, including
explanation of view or
perspective, but may lack
detail or elaboration

Generally organized and
coherent; use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices
may be inconsistent

Generally correct cultural
information with some
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic
directly but may not address all
aspects of prompt

Portions may lack organization
or coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information may have
several inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic
only marginally or addresses
only some aspects of prompt
Scattered information generally
lacks organization and
coherence; minimal or no use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information has
frequent or significant
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses prompt
only minimally

Lacks organization and
coherence

Cultural information almost
entirely inaccurate or missing

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression
Natural pace with minimal hesitation
or repetition
Pronunciation virtually error free

Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of expression
Smooth pace with occasional
hesitation or repetition, which does
not distract from the message
Infrequent or insignificant errors in
pronunciation

Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Generally consistent pace with some
unnatural hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation do not
necessitate special listener effort
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
and style appropriate to situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes with
comprehensibility

Inconsistent pace marked by some
hesitation or repetition

Errors in pronunciation sometimes
necessitate special listener effort

Use of register and style appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or includes
many errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility

Frequent hesitation or repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener effort

Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility

Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

Not in Japanese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs

© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved.

Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.

LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms

Variety of appropriate
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, with
sporadic errors in complex
structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, but
with several errors in complex
structures or limited to simple
structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures sometimes
interfere with comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms frequently
interfere with comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task assesses students’ speaking skills in the presentational communicative mode by requiring them
to make a presentation on a cultural topic to a Japanese class. It consists of a single prompt, which
identifies a cultural topic and details how it should be discussed in the presentation. Students are given 4
minutes to prepare the presentation and 2 minutes for its delivery. The response receives a single holistic
score based on how well it accomplishes the assigned task; in addition to language skills, the score reflects
the cultural knowledge exhibited in the response.

In 2009 students were asked to present their view or perspective on Japanese foods. They were to begin
with an appropriate introduction, discuss at least five aspects or examples of Japanese foods, explain their
views or perspectives about them, and end with a concluding remark.

Sample: A
Score: b

Transcript of Student’s Response

Z A BIX, FLDO4HiIE[beep masks actual name of student] T4, 4 HIZHARKDEBE~_MIZHOWTEEL F
T, BROBEMIHLOT T @ELZEENWET, BATEDR AL, —FBEAEZZTEH1DHT

T, s HROBRG, WITEERZ T E, F2<B0W LW ERWET, BARANTEBRBA, BB
EREREY THRERRZDTEHNLTYT, o5 BVWLWTT, HEITAAOEWITT I X
W EEWET, BAROBEYZ R0 DOEWNANAREBRONTNENDLTT, HEIXITAL
WENTIEDEZ L TWHKELH Y £, AROBEAIINANAHD £, BT LhAL D=
—AERERDL B TY, - X—b, HROEMMIZ LA ELOLLDLWEAY L BnET,
e G, BWEEH ENTEHRED, TR0, ITTIRLh, RN TT, bEIFAEANTA
NSV ERLDOT, Thvh, RDOLPWVWESYTT, - s BAORWIE - - T2, B
DT, BNLLLT, fET, ST, WAAREB-WRHLHDT, FOEBXTIEZIV, HRE
H3 & WE LT,

Commentary

This response suggests emerging excellence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The
student completes the task by addressing all aspects of the prompt: she presents a good introduction (4 H
X HARDOEARYIZHOWTEL L F 7)), five aspects of Japanese foods (healthiness, aesthetic nature, variety,
softness, and fish) with some details and elaboration, and a summary. The presentation is well organized
and generally coherent. The response refers to cultural products (e.g., 33WEMEH, #4) and practices (£4 % V>
SIE W 5), as well as cultural perspectives (e.g., relationship between healthy foods and Japanese
longevity; aesthetics of Japanese foods). Cultural information is generally accurate, though some is
overgeneralized. The flow of expression is generally natural, and delivery is smooth. The pacing is even,
though there is sometimes hesitation. Pronunciation is excellent. The use of register and style is
appropriate throughout the presentation. The student uses a variety of appropriate vocabulary to talk
about the topic. Although the grammar and syntax used are appropriate, there are several errors in
complex sentences (e.g., HARTHEL NIL, —FRAEAZTEZT 55T and HROEWZ R 72 500D
HWA NSRBI DONTUVN DA TT). This response could have received a score of 6 if it
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)

expressed more sophisticated cultural perspectives and used more complex structures and cohesive
devices.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response

ZAFEAF, TR BRIFEARDOBEAMIZONWTRELZ ST ET, £7. RITEADAEROREZ,

B EENET, WAWARETS, HrlZBNET, L IZ2AT, RITRIELY BRDFFN—F,
b—, —&F. BOWLWEELEWET, 2L T, > FALAARBROEWYTT, 2 AT, H—,

FElL —fEIIRRDLZETT, RUTO EA, “AZ—HMHIZBERLZZENETHLHETT, b—, 77—
AVHEHEHLTT, 7—ANT0VANAREICHDHITE, BRITHKEEANDLZ LN, ETH, H—,

Fipll7e 7 — A TF, LT, 29—A, WAWAREDOAZLYL, BROZ—X 3, 3, b—, 4F
XREEEVET, H—. BRIIDODEZERNET, RUEBILKEDZELOHLITE, BRIIHOE KL
BRD, IKEXLETT, b—, I ED, bOE, b—, BXHZEH, b—, L. T&,

WWEERWET, H—, BT, RFEIRXENETCOLHEAROFEALRBE-YIEEERVET, 22X
ZILHARDOF R BT, HAR, H—, ZIRZTITNANAREDEH LD, FA, FATeBIL,
ZDONANARIEE . B WRHVET, b—, LETRERREAKDLE TWEEEET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The student
addresses almost all aspects of the prompt. The presentation includes an introduction (Z 212> A% H
RKOB_YIZHONWTHEKE SHEF ), five examples of Japanese foods (FF], 9 Eh, 7— A HD

K], and 7= Z X° &) with some explanation for each item, and personal views. It is generally organized and
coherent, using some transitional elements and cohesive devices. The response refers to cultural products
(e.g., ##7], 7 — A ) and to some cultural practices (e.g., eating rice). However, it includes some cultural
inaccuracies or overgeneralizations (e.g., eating sushi and udon together). The flow of expression is
sometimes strained, but this does not interfere with comprehensibility. The pacing is generally consistent,
despite some hesitation and repetitions. The presentation includes some lapses in otherwise consistent
use of register and style appropriate to presentations in the classroom (e.g., /X & K< BXRHEL H D
. Vocabulary is appropriate but limited. There are some lexical errors (e.g., RFE 7 for fRFEN 72, H & for
K, Z N for D, Fxt% T for % |Z). Grammatical and syntactic structures are generally appropriately
used, but there are several errors (e.g., R Z ST E T for BELE T, B LWEEEW £9 for B L
WEBWET, Z & TT for HDOTT).
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response

H, ZAHhIZ, AHIE, H—., BROEEIZOWTEELE L, GiLET, S—. H, AKIL. &,
BTINnb, AT IAANET, Th, &, FR. b—, FREEVET, b—., #IZIEL. HF
D, HFE, H< AT, EIARLLT, T, FEY, V—X=TZ ANEHA, TH, ah, ah, &
72, ah, 2, BAR, uw, 1B, &, OEY FHiX, ah, T LWTT, ah, 2 EL Dol b,
ELWDL ur, 9FELS L, L, 9FS Lo 7eb, ELVED HENLA, 7o SARE, L2
X720 £8 A, ah, BEVOLEDHIZ, T SAOFRIZREEZ, fEV £9, XX, ah, flx
X, - - BIEAK, BEREZ, ur, BNET, FAX. HA, ur, D, no. HA, ik, Z{EV | ur,
EDZ &E1E, & Th, uwr, BLWERWET, HURES TSVELL,

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The
student partially completes the task and addresses the topic marginally. The response includes an
introduction, mention of four aspects of Japanese foods (use of fish, seasoning, way of cooking, and foods
for festive occasions), and a personal view on Japanese cooking. The scattered introduction of information,
lacking organization and coherence, and the absence of transitional elements and cohesive devices make
this response difficult to follow. The presentation refers to cultural practices (i.e., using fish, using few
seasonings, difficulty of cooking, and making foods for festive occasions) and some cultural perspective
(Japan is an island country, so fish is common in the diet). The labored delivery and high frequency of
hesitation and repetition necessitate constant listener effort. Insufficient vocabulary and idioms (e.g., FEz
for YEAR, v — A= 7 for A4} and limited grammatical and syntactic control (e.g., < 72 < T, TY
for 2 < 72UV C9) result in fragmented language and severely interfere with comprehensibility. This
response could have received a higher score if the student exhibited a better range and control of lexical
and grammatical elements and more ease of delivery.
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