EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE

Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2010 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation

TASK COMPLETION

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides a very thorough
and appropriate response;
includes elaboration and
detail

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides an appropriate
response

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides a basic but
appropriate answer

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides an appropriate
but incomplete answer

e Addresses prompt minimally
or marginally

e Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression

Natural pace with minimal
hesitation or repetition

Pronunciation virtually error free

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of
expression

Smooth pace with occasional
hesitation or repetition, which
does not distract from the
message

Infrequent or insignificant errors
in pronunciation

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Generally consistent pace with
some unnatural hesitation or
repetition

Errors in pronunciation do not
necessitate special listener effort

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register and style appropriate to
situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes
with comprehensibility
Inconsistent pace marked by
some hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation
sometimes necessitate special
listener effort

Use of register and style
appropriate to situation is
inconsistent or includes many
errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Frequent hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener
effort

Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility

Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

e (learly does not respond to the prompt

e “Idon't understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese

e Not in Japanese

e Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms

Excellent use of grammar and
syntax, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with sporadic
errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, but with several
errors in complex structures or
limited to simple structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2010 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task evaluated speaking in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students respond as
part of a simulated conversation. It comprised a statement identifying an interlocutor and conversation
topic and four questions. Students were asked to engage in a conversation with a friend about an
upcoming party. They were expected to respond to the friend’s question about whether they should hold
the party in the afternoon or evening, recommend activities for the party that everyone would enjoy,
explain why they made that particular recommendation, and respond to an expression of appreciation and
a request for possible additional help in the future. Students had 20 seconds to speak at each turn in the
conversation. Each of the four responses received a holistic score based on how well it accomplished the
assigned tagk; all four scores counted equally in calculating the total score.

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Sample: A
Score: b

Transcript of Student’s Response
I, BT, H—, ARV E, H—, BIIFREND, ZOIEI BN EES,
FID, KAEZED 2EPNN?

Commentary

This response addresses the prompt thoroughly and appropriately, with elaboration and detail. The
response generally exhibits ease of expression. Although occasional hesitation is evident in the relatively
smooth pace, it does not impede communication. The register and style are appropriate to the situation.
There is one minor error in pronunciation of the name ¥ & @ for £ & 5. The grammar is varied and error
free, and the vocabulary is appropriate. Overall, this response suggests emerging excellence in
interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student’s Response
Zokth—, 9—A, BHEWWTT, uh, » ~E0b—, A, * - E0DH, um, BOIEINHFETEE
BnET,

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic but appropriate answer. It uses two
syntactic patterns and basic vocabulary to express preference. However, the choice of the conjunction
727> 5 to link the two sentences is incorrect and interferes with comprehensibility. The flow of expression
is strained and unnatural. The pace is inconsistent and marked by hesitation and repetition. The register
and style are inconsistent x.> & #a—, W\ T9, U VE 9. Overall this response suggests emerging
competence in interpersonal speaking.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response
TV, N—=T =% ATEXTWNTT, EL<b—, N—F A =T, T, b, RITE, b,
FoT, WET 0,

Commentary

This response addresses the prompt marginally by stating a desire to go to the party. However, it does not
complete the task with a preferred time of day, as the prompt asks. Also, 722 %, &. ff> T, WE T
has little to do with what the prompt asks. The message is characterized by frequent hesitations, and the
labored expression interferes slightly with comprehensibility. The vocabulary is limited, and syntactic
structures are basic, with grammatical errors. Overall this response demonstrates a lack of competence in
interpersonal speaking. Addressing the prompt more directly with a better control of grammar and less
strained delivery would have resulted in a higher score.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student’s Response
N=T 4 TIL, SO—, BRE, &, AT, TLTA=T 4%, 272300 EERANET, um,
LA, BWNEDY £7, uh, TTNLHLWWL A NT % uh, IZ, uh, LZET,

Commentary

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly and thoroughly
addresses the prompt and provides some elaboration and detail. Although there are some hesitations and
repetitions, the pace is generally smooth and these do not impede communication. The response contains
a variety of vocabulary & © A A, B V) % 4. and appropriate grammar, although there are sporadic errors

in use of complex structures. The register C9°/% 7 is consistent and is appropriate to the situation. The
response could have earned a higher score with fewer grammatical mistakes, smoother pace, or more
elaboration and detail.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response

Z, BAWE, BAEENROD, uh, %L a—F L FyTRNTT,

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and is appropriate. The pace is somewhat slow and hesitant,
but this does not interfere with comprehensibility. The response contains appropriate but limited
vocabulary, and grammatical and syntactic structures are simple but used correctly. The register is
inconsistent. There is some elaboration in the second sentence about food and drink items, although the
sentence would be stronger if it used an appropriate syntactic structure for a suggestion. The response
could have earned a higher score had it been more thorough, used appropriate syntactic structures
correctly, and been delivered at a smoother pace.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response

H—., L, H—., V=, &, b-oT, HVFET, TLT, T7F o XE2HoT, HVFET,

Commentary

This response contains two statements about items that would be good to have at a party, and therefore it
addresses the prompt. The limited control of grammatical structures & - CT& ¥ £ 7 interferes with
comprehensibility. There is an error in pronunciation in 77" >~ X, and there seems to be insufficient
control of vocabulary. The result is a response that suggests lack of competence in interpersonal speaking
skills. The response could have earned a higher score had it included more clearly articulated suggestions
about what to do to make it an enjoyable party. In particular, had the response contained grammatical
structures that express a suggestion, it could have earned a higher score.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response

bSO, FELHLIZE-MDBHAVUTE LW ERNET, flxiL, RARICMNZDOEDRBE YA
HEILF-TL DL, I, ZeZaEHDE, AARBELDERNET, 21U, BXTWLHHT L EL
HDOBNDHEE LN E BN ET,

Commentary

This response addresses the prompt directly with a very thorough and appropriate answer that includes
elaboration and detail. A rich vocabulary and varied syntactical structures are used appropriately. The flow
of expression and the pacing are also natural, with minimal hesitation and appropriate self-correction.
There are some grammatical errors 2 LU 72 & BuvE 9 O & D72 that do not affect comprehensibility.
The student correctly uses complex sentences with cohesive devices and appropriate conjunctions
correctly, and there is a logical flow to the response. The response demonstrates excellence in
interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response
R AR, uh, BRI, RaxXa (2, b, HT, ITTTTIrL, b, E5A. bo kL,
B LR, IPNT, BEZIEI BDOWTT, uh, A

Commentary

The student responds to the prompt directly and appropriately with some elaboration and detail. The
response is clearly an explanation of the student’s reasoning. The delivery is strained and contains some
repetition and hesitation (e.g., 728 5. &3 . 1%7), but this does not interfere with comprehensibility. The
response uses appropriate vocabulary and a complex grammatical structure (~7>%, ~), although there
are some grammatical errors & o &1L, 72\, B 7.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response
Xok—, uh, I—FF—L4L %, Lo, T, b, LT, T, Wno kB nWEd, uh, £L

Commentary

This response addresses the prompt minimally. The delivery is extremely labored, and the fragmented
language requires intense listener effort. Limited control of vocabulary and syntax significantly interferes
with comprehensibility. The student recommends playing card games % — K47 — A% LT, but the
delivery and language use make it hard to comprehend the intended message. The strained delivery also
necessitates listener effort. The response demonstrates lack of competence in interpersonal speaking.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response

HEHAAh, WOTHLPREWVWET, ZONR—FT 4 =T LEITE-o, BLEINDL, H9—A, WOLE
LoD, RZ, ENPDOS, T RS ARV b, BT 7ZEwnh, R, £k, Hone o2
SVET, Lx, 12

Commentary

This response earned a high score because it directly addresses the prompt and contains elaboration and
detail. The single grammatical error (% L% 9 7> ) does not interfere significantly with comprehensibility.
The insignificant pronunciation error (17> 9 ) and the repetition of a phrase as a result of self-
monitoring GE LZ 9 72-. L% 92 5) do not distract from the message. The pace is generally
smooth, and the expression generally flows naturally. The response also demonstrates competence in
using complex sentences. Register is appropriate and consistent. The response demonstrates excellence
in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response
TV, 72, FEoTHOHEDTT, H, oL Xl Vo LIIZELWAA—FT 1 —Z/EVEL LI,

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic and appropriate answer. The pace is
generally smooth, with some minimal hesitation and repetition. Though they do not interfere with
comprehensibility, the grammatical error 45> T2 % ¥ and the inappropriate word choice

N—T 4 —%1EVD ¥ L X 9 make the flow of expression somewhat strained and unnatural. More
elaboration or detail as well as a more appropriate and accurate use of vocabulary and grammatical
structures would strengthen this response.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response
0, 3T, b—, b liE, SN—=TFT 44— 1T—. ZO—, &#H, - - TT, &— VWITT,

Commentary

This response only marginally addresses the prompt. Constant hesitation and pauses result in very
fragmented expression that interferes with comprehensibility. Vocabulary is very limited. Insufficient
control of grammatical and syntactic structures also interferes with comprehensibility.
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