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Question 3 
 
6 points 
 
Part (a): 1 point 
 
One point is earned for identifying one specific trend evident in the figure: 
 

• Percentage of House seats for Democrats has trended down. 
• Percentage of presidential electoral votes for Democrats has trended down. 

 
Part (b): 2 points 
 
One point is earned for each explanation of why, from 1948 to 2000, Southern voters elected Democratic 
candidates to Congress more frequently than they elected Democratic candidates to the presidency:   
 

• Incumbency advantage — Even though Southern voters were voting for Republican 
presidential candidates, they continued to vote for incumbent Democratic congressional 
candidates because of the incumbency advantage. 

• Gerrymandering — District lines created safe seats/majority–minority districts, which 
protected Democratic seats even though there were more Republican voters in statewide 
presidential elections. 

• State versus national parties — Because national and state parties were largely independent of 
each other, to get votes Democratic congressional candidates responded to local interests, 
whereas Democratic presidential candidates responded to a national constituency. 

 
Part (c): 3 points 
 
One point is earned for each explanation of how, over the past few decades, party composition has 
changed with respect to three of the four groups: 
 

• Catholics — They have become less reliable Democratic voters. 
• Labor union members — They have become less reliable Democratic voters; have decreased in 

number and thus there are fewer Democratic supporters; have become a smaller percentage of 
the Democratic voting bloc. 

• Women — They have become more reliable Democratic voters; have increased in number and 
thus there are more Democratic supporters; have become a larger percentage of the 
Democratic voting bloc. 

• Social conservatives — They were previously nonexistent and have now crystallized to 
become more reliable Republican voters; previously found in the Democratic party and have 
moved to the Republican party. 

 
A score of zero (0) is assigned to an answer that is attempted but earns no points. 
 
A score of dash (—) is assigned to an answer that is blank or off task. 
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Question 3 
 
Overview 
 
The intent of this question was to evaluate two aspects of students’ performance: their ability to read a 
figure and apply the information from the figure in a meaningful way to a substantive question, and their 
knowledge about how the compositions of the Democratic and Republican parties have changed in 
important ways over the last several decades. The questions asked students (1) to identify a trend based 
on information in a figure; (2) to explain two reasons why Southern voters from 1948 to 2000 were electing 
Democratic candidates to Congress more frequently than choosing Democratic candidates for the 
presidency; and (3) to explain two ways in which parties have changed in composition over the past few 
decades. This question required students to understand partisanship changes over time; incumbency 
advantage, gerrymandering, and differences between state and national parties; and how party 
composition changed with respect to Catholics, labor union members, women and social conservatives. 
 
Sample: 3A 
Score: 6 
 
In part (a) the student earned 1 point for identifying a trend of “decline in the percentage of seats held by 
Democrats in the South for the United States House between the late 1950s and the early 2000s.” 
 
In part (b) the student earned 1 point for explaining incumbency advantage and how it aids Democratic 
congressional incumbents more than Democratic presidential candidates. The student also earned 1 point 
for explaining how differences between state and national parties lead to more Southern Democratic 
congressional seats than Democratic presidential electors.  
 
In part (c) the student earned 1 point for explaining that Catholics have “shifted more to the Republican 
party.” The student earned another point for explaining that in the past women commonly voted as their 
husbands did but that now “more tend to belong to the Democratic Party”. The student earned 1 
additional point for explaining that social conservatives have “moved en masse … to the Republican 
Party.” 
 
Sample: 3B 
Score: 3 
 
In part (a) the student earned 1 point for identifying a trend of decreasing Democratic “support” since the 
1950s. 
 
In part (b) the student earned 1 point for explaining incumbency advantage and how it aids Democratic 
congressional incumbents more than Democratic presidential candidates. The student does not provide a 
logical explanation of how gerrymandering could create safe Democratic seats even though there were 
more Republican voters in statewide presidential elections and therefore did not earn the second point in 
this part.  
 
In part (c) the student earned 1 point for explaining that “the [D]emocratic party has found itself with a 
major increase of female supporters.” The student’s discussion of the current political affiliations of labor 
union members and social conservatives does not provide an explanation of how they have changed the 
composition of political parties and therefore earned no additional points. 
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Question 3 (continued) 
 
Sample: 3C 
Score: 1 
 
In part (a) the student earned 1 point for identifying a trend by stating that “as time passes it is evident 
that southern states are becoming increasingly [R]epublican controlled.” 
 
In part (b) the student does not provide an explanation for how incumbency advantage aided Democratic 
congressional incumbents more than Democratic presidential candidates and therefore earned no point. 
The student describes gerrymandering but does not explain how it benefited Democratic congressional 
candidates more than Democratic presidential candidates and therefore earned no point. 
 
In part (c) the student discusses Catholics and women but does not explain changes in party composition 
with respect to either of the groups and therefore earned no points. 
 


