EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD
Suggests
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE
Suggests
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK

Suggests lack of

competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2011 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation

TASK COMPLETION
Directly addresses prompt and
provides a very thorough and
appropriate response; includes
elaboration and detail

Smoothly connected sentences

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

Connected sentences

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate response

Sentences may be loosely
connected

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a basic but appropriate
answer

Disconnected sentences

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate but
incomplete answer

Fragmented sentences

Addresses prompt minimally or
marginally

Very disjointed sentences or
isolated words

Mere restatement of the prompt

Clearly does not respond to the prompt
“I don’t know,” “I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Chinese

Not in Mandarin Chinese

DELIVERY

Natural pace and intonation, with
minimal hesitation or repetition
Accurate pronunciation (including
tones), with minimal errors

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Smooth pace and intonation, with
occasional hesitation and
repetition

Occasional errors in pronunciation
(including tones)

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Generally consistent pace and
intonation, with intermittent
hesitation and repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including tones),
which do not necessitate special
listener effort

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register appropriate to situation

Inconsistent pace and intonation,
with hesitation and repetition that
interfere with comprehension
Errors in pronunciation (including
tones) sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

Use of register appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or
includes many errors

Labored pace and intonation, with
frequent hesitation and repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
constant listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

Very labored pace and intonation,
with constant hesitation and
repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
intense listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE

Rich and appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
minimal errors

Wide range of grammatical
structures, with minimal
errors

Appropriate vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic
errors

Mostly appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
errors that do not generally
obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
grammatical structures, with
errors that do not generally
obscure meaning

Limited appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
frequent errors that
sometimes obscure
meaning; intermittent
interference from another
language

Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that sometimes
obscure meaning

Minimal appropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning;
repeated interference from
another language

Limited grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that significantly
obscure meaning; constant
interference from another
language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures, with
frequent errors that
significantly obscure
meaning
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Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1
Overview

This task assessed speaking in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students respond as part
of a simulated conversation. It consisted of a statement identifying an interlocutor and conversation topic
followed by six questions. Students were allotted 20 seconds to speak at each turn in the conversation. All
six scores counted equally in calculating the total score. Students needed to speak clearly, with good
pronunciation, and make sure that each of their answers addressed the prompt directly and was culturally
appropriate.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response
uh SREAN, REF P AEMEER L M. PESCE L 1L WEMIER T, SRR REET R
SCACAT AR R BLER, PR R 3 ) 21, AR TRAT 2 S R

Commentary

This response addresses the prompt fully and appropriately, including an opening greeting

(3E&RM, {RIF ). Itis fluent, coherent and comprehensible, with very good pronunciation and tones as
well as good control of grammar. The pace of delivery becomes more natural toward the end of the
response.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response
AR [xi4] B o PESCE, . uh B lyed] SECPE. TP B [guoll (3 [tand ] 55, ..
T BE AN

Commentary

This response addresses the prompt adequately but not thoroughly. Sentences are loosely connected.
Vocabulary is appropriate but limited. The grammatical structures are simple but mostly appropriate, with
errors that do not obscure meaning.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response

Uh .. Flwol]l wJ[kel] L .. & uh .. uh ..

Commentary
This response addresses the prompt minimally but does not accomplish the required task because of
insufficient vocabulary. The delivery is labored, with frequent hesitation.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student’s Response
TRAERA AR . R ORI a1 PR3 AN TE T [F] 5 @*E"KHZE’J%@,
IR BT .. PRI TR Z RS E L. uh H, P ARSI 1R A

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough and appropriate answer in smoothly
connected sentences. The pace and intonation are generally smooth, with occasional hesitation.
Vocabulary and grammatical structures are appropriate, though not especially rich.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response

HARAFuhAMTA BEERTE. Uh B [land] BRAGZHBluh P BIF SR uhi®E S, T2 AR 58K [xi4huan4]
BEER, P BALuh FAL G R AT uh 2 AT R TR

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer, using somewhat loosely
connected sentences. The pace is generally consistent. Both vocabulary and grammatical structures are
mostly appropriate.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response

WEMIEKEERAMRE 0 W& L Yk . R R TR

Commentary

This response attempts to address the prompt but provides an incomplete answer. The single sentence is
fragmented and unfinished. The response is delivered with a labored pace and frequent hesitation. Both
vocabulary and grammatical structures are very limited.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: b

Transcript of Student’s Response
AT, T EEZIE SRR AE (11 1] 5, 38 R N RS s A IR 2 A nT LLAK T RS B .
WRBRMERZ uh AL RE,

Commentary
This response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer with some elaboration.
The pace is smooth, with minimal hesitation. Appropriate vocabulary ("&#K; Bk is used. Sporadic

grammatical errors, such as F A" 5% 0B S EEAE A 22442 145 42 do not obscure meaning.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response

oo A L WES .. uh PEOCCGRAESRES, IAIRZ BT L. H

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer without elaboration or
detail. The pace and intonation are generally consistent, with intermittent hesitation. Vocabulary and
grammatical structures are simple and basic, with errors (FAELE; B SCALFEAEEEAR) that generally do
not obscure the meaning.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response

ORI AR, M LA L AR R R L R L R, bt S He e

Commentary

This response is incomplete because it addresses only the first part of the prompt. The pace of delivery is
inconsistent. Grammatical structures are limited, with some vocabulary (#fi; [t #¥) that is not relevant
to the prompt.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response
FeR A3 n LU [jul Al — S s dl, AP BRI SE 2 uh B A BARA A, WURAEEAN uh
FINEE By, fesih s 1 it Bl Stk

Commentary
This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough and appropriate answer, including

elaboration and detail. The first sentence would be clearer if the word /' were added

(B2 ] LLAHAE — 2L 5 E S Y R3GE)). The pace and intonation are natural, with minimal hesitation.
Pronunciation is accurate, with only one error (4 [ jul 4). Vocabulary and grammatical structures are
appropriate.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student’s Response
Uh .. &AM .. wJLL uh .. 6. KA uh MR uh 1R .. AEESE, WAMRZ .. uh, huo2 [i5?
k21, 1% uh filx. [noise]

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic but appropriate answer. Sentences are
disconnected and the pace and intonation are inconsistent, with frequent hesitation. Vocabulary is also
limited. It is unclear what the sound huo2 represents in the last sentence. The sentence

(X AR 2 B ) is grammatically incorrect.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response
Uh 3 [wo2] (135 E) [huod dongl] .. A uh REEDAMA[da2], uh FEE .. EBMW ..
AR o

Commentary

This response minimally addresses the prompt (F )i E)). It is characterized by disjointed phrases and
isolated words. The pace and intonation are labored, with frequent hesitation. There are frequent errors in
pronunciation (including tones), which necessitate listener effort. Vocabulary is insufficient and
inappropriate. This response shows little control of grammatical structure.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 5

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student’s Response
AT LA [gaol JWFRZ N, &2 Py . o . REMAIEZ NEZAR, K-
PR A AR AR A3 T B SCABAR Then T 2 M

Commentary
This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough and appropriate answer with some

elaboration (A Z5EHE NS 15 H B AL IR A 2 ). The pace of delivery is generally smooth, with some
minor pronunciation errors. Vocabulary and grammatical structures are basic but mostly appropriate.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response
ALl .. uhiX)E S [guanglgaoll®] .. uh

. ] UL R 2
[shen] .. #&C. REANWLE, g, K2,

i
i
WAl
Fo
&
S
N

Commentary
This response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer. Vocabulary is basic but

appropriate. The sentences are somewhat disjointed (1R Z AN A LAFE, AIEMH, 2K200). There are some
grammatical errors (2% i 2 B B i ; 15 5 2IFRAT) that do not obscure meaning.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response
Uh .. F& .. fiZ[sanl] uh 2EEVEEIW, K23 woll [ jue3] 3] Auh #uh
R4t [hao2] %7 [qi4], uh FrLMtffuh & LFHuh P,

Commentary
This response attempts to address the prompt but fails to complete the task. Frequent pronunciation errors
necessitate constant listener effort. Vocabulary is minimal and grammatical errors obscure meaning.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 6

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response

WAL .. um HIEMAYT .. ub AER ﬁ?*.m*ﬂ#ﬁiﬂaﬁﬁﬁi} B

PRI A B JE AR A& A . Uh uh FREEASABAMIERZ . . uh FGEHuh SE3E—(ESEHERIuhIE 5 98K 1) B 2K .
Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a very thorough answer, with elaboration
and detail. The delivery pace and intonation are natural, with minimal hesitation, and pronunciation
is accurate. Vocabulary is rich and appropriate, and a variety of grammatical structures are used.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student’s Response

A uh . AK[lei2] 2SN G Ivei 2] B P BIATIRIVE§E,  uh SR BT 2 LY B,
BRI, 3tk

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic answer in a somewhat disjointed
sentence. The pace and intonation are inconsistent. Errors in pronunciation necessitate special listener
effort. The vocabulary and grammatical structures are limited, with errors that sometimes obscure

meaning C&F P PR I &P, 30fk).

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response

WA E, ZAGEEMA, R, AN, MMERZAERN S . P

Commentary

This response attempts to address the prompt but provides an incomplete and only marginally relevant
answer. The pace of delivery is extremely inconsistent: the response begins haltingly, then becomes very
rapid, slows down, and finally stops short. Vocabulary and grammatical control seem adequate, but the
response is incomplete.
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