AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2011 SCORING GUIDELINES

EXCELLENT .
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD .
Suggests

emerging

excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD .
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE .
Suggests

emerging
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK .
Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK .
Demonstrates

lack of

competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing

that earns credit .

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation

TASK COMPLETION

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a very thorough and
appropriate response;
includes elaboration and
detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate
response

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a basic but
appropriate answer

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate but
incomplete answer

Addresses prompt minimally
or marginally

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression

Natural pace with minimal
hesitation or repetition

Pronunciation virtually error free

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of
expression

Smooth pace with occasional
hesitation or repetition, which
does not distract from the
message

Infrequent or insignificant errors
in pronunciation

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Generally consistent pace with
some unnatural hesitation or
repetition

Errors in pronunciation do not
necessitate special listener effort
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register and style appropriate to
situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes
with comprehensibility
Inconsistent pace marked by
some hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation sometimes
necessitate special listener effort
Use of register and style
appropriate to situation is
inconsistent or includes many
errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Frequent hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener effort
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility

Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt

“I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese

Not in Japanese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms
Excellent use of grammar and

syntax, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, with
sporadic

errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, but
with several errors in complex
structures or limited to simple
structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2011 SCORING COMMENTARY

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation
Overview

This task evaluated speaking in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students respond as
part of a simulated conversation. It comprised a statement identifying an interlocutor and conversation
topic and four questions. Students had 20 seconds to speak at each turn in the conversation. Students
were to engage in a conversation with Keizo Nakamura, a new neighbor, about recycling garbage. They
were expected to respond to his greeting, answer his question about the town's disposal and recycling
practices, advise him on what to do with empty cans that he has, and respond to his request for help the
next day. Each of the four responses received a holistic score based on how well it accomplished the
assigned task. All four scores counted equally in calculating the total score.

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response

IXU®FE LT, FAltlidentifying information deleted] SHLFET, bizLZ%, EFH5FXLALL
BEWLET,

AT ZEnboT2b, T CIZE 2T,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a thorough and appropriate answer, including elaboration and detail. The flow of expression and
the pacing are natural, and the pronunciation is virtually error free. The register and style are used
consistently and appropriately. Vocabulary, idioms, grammar and syntax are all excellent, with no errors.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response
IXUHFEL Tz, 7= UIL [identifying information deleted] T9, EH9FLALL, *+ + T RAY
AN —E T D

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and includes socially accepted expressions appropriately
(ZLDFELT; &9%F LALK). The pace is generally consistent. The pause before the last utterance
inhibits the flow, but otherwise the response flows smoothly. The pronunciation of some words

(X U®F L TZX. 9 —%)is unnatural but does not necessitate the listener’s special effort or interfere
with comprehensibility. The register and style are consistent and appropriate. The response contains
limited but appropriate vocabulary. Grammatical and syntactic structures are simple but appropriate.
The response would have earned a higher score had it contained more detail or elaboration and used a
greater variety of vocabulary and more complex grammatical phrases.
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Conversation 1 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response
Z—. um., 7= LDOL4HENX., [identifying information deleted] T, Ho. 77, T/ X—T 23,
o &XH, 728,

Commentary

This response demonstrates lack of competence in interpersonal speaking and only minimally addresses
the prompt in the introduction. It lacks an appropriate greeting and thus does not complete the task. The
mention of “H/N—T 2R o X 51, 2% in response to the given prompt is inappropriate. The
utterance is characterized by hesitation, frequent errors in pronunciation, and incorrect vocabulary

(J7 73— ). The labored expression interferes with comprehensibility and necessitates intense listener
effort. A limited control of grammatical and syntactic structures is evident, but the vocabulary is
insufficient. Register and style are inappropriate to the situation.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: b

Transcript of Student’s Response

W, AR ZAOATY, HO—, ZOHNEL, bDO—, THN, VA7 AR, TEE, H, o
TWEEA, HO—, R7ebid, HO—, O &, OEDDITHFHITEHOZHIZ, 1T, ., AT
£

Commentary

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt thoroughly
and appropriately, with elaboration and detail. The response generally exhibits ease of expression.
Although there are hesitations, repetitions and frequent self-corrections, the pace is relatively smooth and
the pronunciation is free of errors. The register and style are appropriate to the situation. The vocabulary is
also appropriate, as are the grammatical and syntactic structures, with sporadic errors (U ¥4 7 /L3

should be V ¥ A 7 /L% & D Z 22 should be &E D Z I %).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response
ZZxolhd, TE, BT, VA 7B Z—0R, HDHLn, 2oL —, BAKRD, FDH
W, VA 2 VEDRHHDT, s IR TLEIZI BN EBNET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt directly and
appropriately. The pace is generally consistent, with minimal hesitation. Some expressions are unnatural
(VA o7t =0, DL, st HIX-> TLEIE I W) but do not interfere with
comprehensibility. The response uses appropriate vocabulary and grammatical and syntactic structures
but is not error free (& -F Z /> 5 should be &% Z12).

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response
N, ZOETT, b, LTWD, A, &, A, VA 270 B, ZEF, A, THZ, VA1
TERODD, A, THETDHZEE, VA7)0, &, 4D, TL X,

Commentary

This response suggests lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It attempts to address the prompt
but produces an incomprehensible utterance. The labored expression with frequent hesitations interferes
with comprehensibility and necessitates constant listener effort. The vocabulary is insufficient. Although
the response is able to use the ~7>5 ~ structure appropriately, limited control of grammatical and
syntactic structures is evident and results in fragmented language.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response

v, v bAAL, U A 7 0E, OFNHFETY, I mean, BNWNTT, EHLTmEnor e, VU
YA 7 VT UL, ZottiTbo st T AICRNET, £LT, DILibDoZ b b,
ZoHRIZAEETNET,

Commentary

This response suggests excellence in interpersonal speaking. The student directly addresses the prompt
and provides a thorough and appropriate response with elaboration. The response generally exhibits ease
of expression and flows relatively smoothly, with a mostly natural pace. There are some hesitations and
repetitions, and the English phrase “I mean” slips out, but they do not significantly interfere with
listenability. Pronunciation is clear and free of errors. Appropriate register and style are used consistently.
A variety of appropriate vocabulary is used, along with grammatical and syntactic structures with some
sophisticated expressions (e.g., &9 LT E WD & ~F X, ~IZ724LF£ 7). The omission of & in £
X ¥ 7 is less formal but acceptable in this context.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student’s Response

v, H—, £H2BVWET, H—, VYA, uh um, H—, ZTH—5HIF, umn, H—., HDO—1}
D—TblI, ., bDO—, TIAXF v 7, bO—, T— b, VA7) TIHEINVNE HL
F7., H. BEOLDIZ,

Commentary

This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides a basic but appropriate answer. Inaccurate pronunciation and frequent hesitations
necessitate special listener effort. Although the response uses some appropriate words (77 A F v 7 | 88
5%), it also includes inaccurate words (&H D — % O —7= 5, H L ¥ 7) that interfere with comprehensibility.
The response suggests some knowledge of grammatical structures (3" A 1% 9 AW\, ~D 7= 12), but
they are not used appropriately. It would have earned a higher score if the delivery were smoother and the
vocabulary and grammar were used more precisely.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response
W, U A7 0% sh L+« Rolb, 2o&—, EHRB, Bo, O, LET, 2o&—, B
e MY ET,

Commentary

This response suggests lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an answer about recycling in general, but the content is not very clear. The labored expression
interferes with comprehensibility, and the limited control of grammatical structures results in fragmented
language.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response

b—, £5TTHR, THETDE, THO, VA I VTDHD%FLENIE, uh, \WOH, uh, WVWOT
HWWVK, WWTT D, uh, uh, [THEWT, uh, ATEEW, A S, uh, RV, F
THOTEN ET16,

Commentary

This response suggests excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
contains elaboration and detail. The expression flows mostly naturally. The pace is also generally smooth,
but with frequent use of "uh.” Repetitions as a result of self-monitoring (Z # % TO72, THD,

VA7 NTHDE \WDOL, WO TH)donot distract from the message. The register and style are
appropriate and consistent. The use of vocabulary is appropriate. Grammar and syntax are also used
mostly appropriately, with sporadic errors (U %+ 7 V925 O % PIaWNL; PIEWTHDTE Y £9) that
do not interfere with comprehensibility.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response
TV, bBAA, O, WOTH, BB HSTHRIZEHNTSZSVYY, « « X2 - -« HOD,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a basic but appropriate answer. The pace is generally smooth, with minimal hesitation and
pauses. The expression flows naturally, and the pronunciation is clear. The register and style are
appropriate and consistent. The vocabulary, grammar and syntax are appropriate but limited. The
response would have earned a higher score had it included more elaboration or detail and used a greater
variety of vocabulary and grammar.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response

uh, HL72, 2% « »hmm * « & WVWo L XIZ THA, THn

Commentary

This response suggests lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It attempts to address the prompt
by mentioning & L 7= (tomorrow) at the outset, but the message is incomplete. The utterance is
characterized by frequent hesitations and pauses. The pronunciation is generally clear, but the labored
delivery necessitates constant listener effort. The register and style are inappropriate (use of 43 2 ). The
vocabulary is insufficient, and grammatical control is limited. If the response been fully expressed in a
comprehensible manner, it would have earned a higher score.
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