EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD
Suggests
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE
Suggests
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK

Suggests lack of

competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2012 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation

TASK COMPLETION
Directly addresses prompt and
provides a very thorough and
appropriate response; includes
elaboration and detail

Smoothly connected sentences

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

Connected sentences

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate response

Sentences may be loosely
connected

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a basic but appropriate
answer

Disconnected sentences

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate but
incomplete answer

Fragmented sentences

Addresses prompt minimally or
marginally

Very disjointed sentences or
isolated words

Mere restatement of the prompt

Clearly does not respond to the prompt
“I don’t know,” “I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Chinese

Not in Mandarin Chinese

DELIVERY

Natural pace and intonation, with
minimal hesitation or repetition
Accurate pronunciation (including
tones), with minimal errors

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Smooth pace and intonation, with
occasional hesitation and
repetition

Occasional errors in pronunciation
(including tones)

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Generally consistent pace and
intonation, with intermittent
hesitation and repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including tones),
which do not necessitate special
listener effort

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register appropriate to situation

Inconsistent pace and intonation,
with hesitation and repetition that
interfere with comprehension
Errors in pronunciation (including
tones) sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

Use of register appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or
includes many errors

Labored pace and intonation, with
frequent hesitation and repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
constant listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

Very labored pace and intonation,
with constant hesitation and
repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
intense listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE

Rich and appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
minimal errors

Wide range of grammatical
structures, with minimal
errors

Appropriate vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic
errors

Mostly appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
errors that do not generally
obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
grammatical structures, with
errors that do not generally
obscure meaning

Limited appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
frequent errors that
sometimes obscure
meaning; intermittent
interference from another
language

Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that sometimes
obscure meaning

Minimal appropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning;
repeated interference from
another language

Limited grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that significantly
obscure meaning; constant
interference from another
language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures, with
frequent errors that
significantly obscure
meaning
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task assessed speaking in the interpersonal mode of communication by having students respond to a
series of questions in a simulated conversation. The task comprised a statement identifying an interlocutor
and conversation topic followed by six questions. Students were allotted 20 seconds to speak at each turn
in the conversation. All six scores counted equally in calculating the total score. Students needed to speak
clearly with good pronunciation and make sure that each of their answers addressed the prompt directly
and was culturally appropriate.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response
i Y AR B ARG —F, RBAEENREIRL. Ak, BERIEE, B&EERE, g
FhE L, WO, A RIMIRHEAE IR .

Commentary

The response directly addresses both parts of the prompt and provides an appropriate answer. The pace is
natural and pronunciation is excellent. It demonstrates good use of transitional words (] /&; R4 ... fTLA)
but contains a minor grammatical error (FREETEIE E XA —F).

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student’s Response
WAEE BE 7 BF, BEMREIEFEN . v-uh BURKE, AREIECE, AREREREGH ..
FLIAR KR o

Commentary
The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic answer. The pace is generally consistent,
with some hesitation and repetition. The response demonstrates good pronunciation and tones, but there

are some problems with grammar and word choice (3 2 ff) K4 EH # JEAR K R).

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response
BRI RBIRIR I [hendhaod], um . . FWIHREGDIRARIR, uh B . FEMRHISERH friend, Kevin, um . .
uh .. &K w- I FEL I | [laughter]
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1 (continued)

Commentary

The response minimally addresses the second part of the prompt (F4 K ) K EIR IR IF) but reflects a lack
of understanding of the prompt as a whole. The sentences are disjointed and interrupted by interference
from English. The pace is very labored, with frequent hesitation and repetition, along with some
mispronunciation of tones.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response

Uh 2 RHJIRHR MR 2558, uh — (@SB IR . FATE (E AL A 1R 2 kit

WEBE RIFK, HAEREESA, WIRIK uh /£ uh KEHTFK, uh EESE, il uh iR sh-
AT LAET e —H

Commentary
The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough and appropriate answer. The
sentences are smoothly connected and delivered at a natural pace with minimal hesitation. The response

uses rich and appropriate vocabulary (fL% ; J#¥kitl) and a wide range of grammatical structures.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response
Uh BRI, 3% .. JE% SIS 25k 80 . oy . 0EED, b R R IAESE.
IR[hen1)#fdr. KA MEZAEREFRIR. .. Efk.

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer in loosely connected
sentences. The pace and intonation of the delivery are generally consistent, with intermittent hesitation
and pronunciation errors that do not necessitate special listener effort. Vocabulary and grammatical
structures are mostly appropriate.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response
RZAHEE, uh REBEEHEZINE, uh. . & T West Tower [?], Rix=E#.

Commentary
The response directly addresses the prompt but gives an incomplete answer in fragmented phrases. It
employs only minimal appropriate vocabulary and limited grammatical structures.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student’s Response
WP, AT, MOEEGINZ . . MR, AR A B R PR ES AT DL E AR 3],
FrOAWeAE R 7. SRR, A HRFE AT LIS EE, WA

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt with a thorough and appropriate answer in well-connected
sentences. Pace and intonation are generally smooth, with occasional hesitation, and vocabulary and
grammatical structures are appropriate.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student’s Response
Uh .. BT S DU A2 uh . AR LA™ 22 uh ARBUL, uh B 2&2ABTER 2 AMICK [tai2l i,
PRI AR AT AT .

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic but appropriate answer. The pace is
generally consistent, with some intermittent hesitation. There is a pronunciation error (X [tai2]#&) that
does not obscure meaning. Vocabulary and grammatical structures are mostly appropriate.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response

[long silence] FAM £ FRK 1715 ?

Commentary
The response addresses the prompt only marginally.

© 2012 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2012 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response
Uh . fEEARLEHBIRF AN —EIcil. K& uh . . FRAESKRMRHEIR uh M —&Et. FrldkeEs ..
uh B AR —EERZK Auh sh- A27%, BREN—&Iu it iR .

Commentary
The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough and appropriate answer with
elaboration and detail. The pace is mostly natural, with occasional hesitation and repetition.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student’s Response
IR AR S sy, HEG . AR EE uh 2N yud]®), K. . uh B(ti2] 517 #E[chou2] M . . uh
fTEIR.

\

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic answer. Pace and intonation are
inconsistent, with some pronunciation errors that necessitate listener effort. The response employs limited
vocabulary and simple grammatical structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response
Um IR I 58 (huand] . . uh B2 3K [hedlWiFdk, RZ MK, HAREEK . un . iF, H&EKIK
um A EEEEEE um

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt directly but provides an incomplete answer in loosely connected
sentences with frequent hesitation and repetition. The response employs only minimal appropriate
vocabulary and limited grammatical structures, with some errors.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 5

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student’s Response
B3 A [qing3I7N, AR TR REAIGIMERM TR . SRR HH — (8 /L [zud] BRI F [caid], ARG
ZElqiul g um B35 E) . A%, B RRE, AT LR I [pengd] &t 3 it [werd] .

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough and appropriate answer, including a
clear time sequence responding to the time element in the prompt. The pace is natural, with minimal
hesitation. Several pronunciation errors generally do not obscure meaning, and a variety of grammatical
structures are employed.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response
BIISHRHE, JRER 2R GER. KRB R(fan1], AT IVExi11#:. SRR M — B 5L R 3E[zuo3ye
11, Z&fE/NErshill. SARERIIACHESL, BNt (bied] & Bl [huo3dongl]. (HIELE N REHESE T .

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt with an appropriate answer, mentioning several activities to
address the time element in the prompt. The pace is consistent, and a cohesive word ($A84%) is used three
times to make the answer more coherent. There are several pronunciation errors, but they do not obscure
meaning. Vocabulary and grammatical structures are mostly appropriate, with some errors

(F B2 M — B AR, (HA2LE N KRBt ) that do not obscure meaning.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response
Uh &RE 2 W75 [red] . . 3

Commentary

The response marginally addresses the prompt in an attempt to answer the question but does not express
a complete thought. The response is characterized by insufficient vocabulary and inadequate control of
grammatical structures.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 6

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response
Uh FAR = g- k- BARHISR, RGBT EEZ uh ARG [xi2], P& TR SRR H R
BRI T B AR 37 o

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough and appropriate answer in smoothly
connected clauses with detail and elaboration. The pace and intonation are generally natural, and
pronunciation is accurate, with only a minor exception. The response demonstrates use of register
appropriate to the situation, and grammatical structures are employed correctly and appropriately.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response
P E B K ifihuo2guod], (HAZETR . WzfF . FEE. 1R[hend] % 3E[cai2l K E#K .

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer in loosely connected
sentences. The pace of delivery and intonation are generally consistent, with intermittent hesitation. The
response contains several errors in pronunciation that do not necessitate special listener effort. Vocabulary

is mostly appropriate, and grammatical errors (R £ 33 = #X) do not obscure meaning.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response
HH ¥ [caid], uh FANE[dao3], uhuh .. #f[haod cail], Flwodlf"] uh uh FZFZER, uh
[z AR IR T

Commentary
The response addresses the prompt minimally and marginally in disjointed phrases and isolated words.
The pace and intonation are labored, and vocabulary is very limited, with little or no control of grammar.
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