EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY GOOD
Suggests
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

ADEQUATE
Suggests
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates lack
of competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation

TASK COMPLETION

Presentation addresses all aspects
of prompt with thoroughness and
detail

Well organized and coherent, with
a clear progression of ideas; use of
appropriate transitional elements
and cohesive devices; well-
connected discourse of paragraph
length

Cultural information is ample,
accurate, and detailed

Presentation addresses all aspects
of prompt

Well organized and coherent, with
a progression of ideas that is
generally clear; some use of
transitional elements and cohesive
devices; connected discourse of
paragraph length

Cultural information is accurate
and detailed

Presentation addresses all aspects
of prompt but may lack detail or
elaboration

Generally organized and coherent;
use of transitional elements and
cohesive devices may be
inconsistent; discourse of
paragraph length, although
sentences may be loosely
connected

Cultural information is accurate
but may lack detail

Presentation addresses topic
directly but may not address all
aspects of prompt

Portions may lack organization or
coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and cohesive
devices; disconnected sentences
Cultural information is generally
correct but has some inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic only
marginally or addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Scattered information generally
lacks organization and coherence;
minimal or no use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices;
fragmented sentences

Cultural information has several
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses prompt
only minimally

Lacks organization and coherence;
very disjointed sentences or
isolated words

Cultural information has frequent
or significant inaccuracies

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural pace and intonation, with
minimal hesitation or repetition
Accurate pronunciation (including
tones), with minimal errors
Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Smooth pace and intonation, with
occasional hesitation and repetition
Occasional errors in pronunciation
(including tones)

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Generally consistent pace and
intonation, with intermittent
hesitation and repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including tones),
which do not necessitate special
listener effort

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Inconsistent pace and intonation,
with hesitation and repetition that
interfere with comprehension
Errors in pronunciation (including
tones) sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

Use of register appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or includes
many errors

Labored pace and intonation, with
frequent hesitation and repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
constant listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

Very labored pace and intonation,
with constant hesitation and
repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
intense listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

Not in Mandarin Chinese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE

Rich and appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
minimal errors

Wide range of grammatical
structures, with minimal errors

Appropriate vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic
errors

Mostly appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with errors that do
not generally obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
grammatical structures, with
errors that do not generally
obscure meaning

Limited appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
frequent errors that sometimes
obscure meaning; intermittent
interference from another
language

Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that sometimes obscure
meaning

Minimal appropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning;
repeated interference from
another language

Limited grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that significantly
obscure meaning; constant
interference from another
language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures, with
frequent errors that
significantly obscure meaning
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task assessed speaking in the presentational mode of communication by having students make a
presentation on a specific Chinese cultural topic to a Chinese class. It comprised a single prompt, which
identified the cultural topic and asked students to select an example of that topic, describe it, and explain
its significance. Students were allotted 4 minutes to prepare the presentation and 2 minutes to deliver it.
In addition to language skills, the task assessed students’ cultural knowledge as presented in their
responses.

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student’s Response

PRIF ! A RIBEFE DB R B AR ANAT . PERIANIE TR, KERNRIRHE— 2 EERT
Fe%e, HRIE NI, ANHER T DR EER NGE, AR R EMiESE AT AR, BLRAe g
BT R ARE R IR NG, M EAM M, FREWSE B, RS T B AN 15 #R S A 2L
IR SRR BN R, BRI T AR REAGE R g —1, MEA G, B Ea
EHET, mARRH—F&d], F&AEHETHRRESIREMINAT R, B, A% \KRECEnk
fize, ZEHEETF[shudliB el & arir FunE =, PRy, RIMTREEE R z- PRIA X EA g, MM
IRFESR AT ERAM . SRR TRAM AL T2k, Al it e R IR AM A R 2R g . i Hh BIE IR 2 %5, FrbA3RAM
#HWATLLE—F, AHERE. EhBIERAERL S, —ME3N, ol N rRERRE, ARE
SRR, M WOIEE . EE

Commentary

The response suggests excellence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The response
provides ample examples that are both appropriate and detailed. Also, the note on the importance of
employing both hands when offering guests treats suggests insightful understanding of Chinese practice
in this context (4f F % #). The pace is smooth. Language use is marked with a rich vocabulary and idioms
(BB I AN S ANEE). The response also uses a wide range of grammatical structures, with appropriate
transitional elements and cohesive devices (5 RI]...; ANEER .. MEL..).
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student’s Response

RFEUF ! WA REL SN TR MM 2B, A, ZAEEZEH
g, MR AREARAE S RELENRIE . A —(E 8 um 260 uh WETH . EMEE H un f£E 8§

H, FEA uh RIREECE T laughter], um Z R ([fiaod] Bt ¥ [F] S Hljiacdl B K 14, A& [bang4lfT- il
R A AP B AT A ) 2 T, AT uh BT B AR S, uh BB AR Z A . AAh, HEIER
WEBEZAN. ZANREZ, uh BMEA M, uh laughter] uh HACHEHMR B Z, Al C48 At gt
IRZ BRI R PE, MM &G — R4, Brel, uh BTl uh G —8E A E, uh EZ uh & uh 2 A
Fefit uh PR, RMtalyud]tRe. Um 0 —EZ ABE N H . SERMEERE, uh ARG TR
R RN, R SR, FA

Commentary

The response addresses all aspects of the prompt but lacks elaboration and significant details because of
limited vocabulary and mostly simple grammatical structures. Many of the sentences are disconnected,
and transitional elements and cohesive devices are rarely used. Cultural knowledge is generally correct but

often awkwardly expressed (ftf'] CASH —MERKIAR, Fril . BEA L EZAE NIRAHREE, 17

A1), The pace is labored, with frequent hesitation and repetition.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response

fEPE, uh AQHF uh BAMZEER EE A, uh FAFLTRuh M98 [hend) EE K. Uh. . uh..
[whistle] uh . . [long pause] ¥A7E uh F#E AANAT LA uh . . disrespect X BEAIZZffiuh . . [whistle]

Commentary

The response minimally addresses the prompt (7E H B A R A FERARR EE A N, R AFL Fs At
IR Z[). The pace is very labored, with frequent hesitation. Vocabulary is insufficient, as evidenced by
interference from English, and there is little control of grammatical structures.
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