EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
writing

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
interpersonal
writing

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
writing

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
interpersonal
writing

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
writing

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
writing

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat

TASK COMPLETION

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a very thorough and
appropriate response; includes
elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate response

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a basic but appropriate
answer

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate but
incomplete answer

Addresses prompt minimally or
marginally

Mere restatement of the prompt

Clearly does not respond to the prompt

DELIVERY

Natural, easily flowing
expression

Orthography and mechanics
virtually error free

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of
expression

Infrequent or insignificant
errors in orthography and
mechanics

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere
with comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics do not interfere with
readability

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register and style appropriate to
situation

Strained or unnatural flow

of expression sometimes
interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics may be frequent
or interfere with readability
Use of register and style
appropriate to situation is
inconsistent or includes many
errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics frequent or interfere
with readability

Frequent use of register and
style inappropriate to situation

Labored expression

constantly interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics very frequent or
significantly interfere with
readability

Constant use of register and
style inappropriate to situation

“I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese

Not in Japanese
Blank
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms

Excellent use of grammar and
syntax, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with sporadic
errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms
Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, but with several
errors in complex structures or
limited to simple structures

Some inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of
grammatical and syntactic
structures frequently
interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of
grammatical and syntactic
structures significantly
interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language
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Text Chat 1
Sample A

OB TANRIRAR—=VITHERE N2y hAR—LTT, BRERGIE. P SARBFHAEL LT
N FE D AR —Y B x T,
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Sample B

T, EH 2,
HOBRTANGNR DB AR—Y bIETF =2 bARY v MR—A T

© 2012 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2012 SCORING COMMENTARY

Sample C

T BiE, RROFERTWANWARARYRZH Y £, KX
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Text Chat 2
Sample A

BT, KBORETIKEET, REVBWVTTND, 1Z0OFHTIL, BRSOV v h—72 2 0nA N
ARAR—=% L ET,
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Sample B

T SABEFR LIV BREEYD AR—= LT 5,
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Sample C

INA AN J— A=~ N
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Text Chat 3

Sample A

BT BATEOREO T b o L2 T, B8R 5 AATHHBROIDICR b £ T, HATEO
3T A AT M OFET OBR2 S ) £, FRERBROLE L LIz b 2 ORI R
<7
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Sample B

AT HARGEOREDIT ) B ETY, ¥R, BARFEORETIEIL-LARbWNEY, TLT, Vo
LR LWEFEE LT, KEL HAGREZ HAELZ RSB L £,

© 2012 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2012 SCORING COMMENTARY

Sample C

HARED, ZNDIEIDBFOLL > TRIFL X 5T
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Text Chat 4
Sample A

HARIZIK, BEkEDY v I—NRAKRTZEBNET, HAOSKAIZIE THE] 2525 &Em-oTn
FITOT, TITVWERWET,
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Sample B

AANIRS X9 BARAHHTLE S, £ LTAAAER> X 9B EFL 5 T,
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Sample C

WAEAA =R I NN TT i,
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Text Chat 5
Sample A

T, ETHREUIZERVES, AR—Y 2T 50, EBETEEI1H, BRELEEAWET, 2L
T, KELE—BICAR=YNTE DL, FTLWAEITENET,
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Sample B

RETEHES Lo KD DIZ L TR TRV LAGEDR LS 2o TnH EHE S,

© 2012 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2012 SCORING COMMENTARY

Sample C

Wz KO EBRWERA, OF
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Text Chat 6
Sample A

3, HVET, AADAR=VIE, TLVETEIKRLZENTEET N, LT, AARTHITE
NTTh FFTHERZZLDBHY FEADT,
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Sample B

HATIAR—Y E—F NGB HDTTH L5 LTTTh
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Sample C

DS, ARDIKBETY vy AT 2HEVE s

© 2012 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2012 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.
Overview

This task evaluated writing in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students respond as

part of a simulated exchange of text-chat messages with Taro Yamamoto, a student in Japan. The prompt
comprised a statement in English identifying an interlocutor and conversation topic, and a series of six
brief messages to which the student responded. Students were asked to (a) describe sports that are
popular at their school, (b) talk about what they do in their physical education classes by providing more
than one example, (c) state their preference between physical education or Japanese class, (d) talk about
what sports they think are popular in Japan, (e) give their opinion about whether playing sports is
important and explain why, and (f) ask a question about physical education and sports in Japan.

Each message consisted of a chat entry in Japanese and a brief direction in English that provided
guidance on what was expected in the response. Students had 90 seconds to read the message and
respond at each turn in the exchange. Each of the six responses received a holistic score on how well it
accomplished the assigned task, and all six scores counted equally in calculating the total score.

Sample: A
Score: b

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal writing and directly addresses the prompt,
providing a thorough and appropriate answer. The response also provides elaboration in the form of
evidence or a reason for the popularity of baseball and basketball. The response has an error in a complex
structure (72872 51X, .. 4 X T7 should be 2 ¥ 72 51X, .. 4 Z 72225 T7) that does not interfere
with comprehensibility but results in the lack of natural and easy flow of expression. The use of

7= < & A 72 before 51244 & 124 is acceptable but less common than 72 < & AD. The
demonstrative £ @ is used effectively in the second sentence to refer to the sport mentioned in the
preceding sentence. More elaboration and detail and greater variety in the use of vocabulary would have
earned this response a higher score.

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal writing. The main body of the response
directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic but appropriate answer. It indicates specific sports
that are the most popular but fails to provide any description. However, the first part of the response

(IXvy, £ 9 %, )isnot an appropriate response to the prompt. There are errors in orthography that
interfere with readability (A 7~ —7 1% duplicates the topic particle |%, with the first #> in hiragana being
an error). There is also an error in grammatical structure (7~ = A { XAy AR —/L T, in which & is
not appropriate for this sentence structure), which may hinder comprehensibility. Overall, however, use of
basic grammatical structures is sound. Addition of some description, with use of some varied vocabulary,
would have earned this response a higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt by
mentioning the existence of various sports at the school, but it is incomplete because it does not state
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1 (continued)

which sport is the most popular. There is one error in orthography (A 78 should be A 7~ —7), but this
does not impede readability. There is a second error in orthography, however, that does impede readability
or comprehensibility (%% W should be BFEK). Such errors in close succession contribute to the impression

of lack of competence. If this response had included specific mention of the most popular sport, along with
some description of it, it would have earned a higher score.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 2
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.

Sample: A
Score: 5

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt by
listing activities and provides a reason for the summer activity. The response generally exhibits ease of
expression. Orthography and mechanics are error free. Register and style are consistent and appropriate to
the situation. The expression K573 & Y C7 is awkward but minimally so and does not interfere with
comprehensibility. The use of the particle (% to compare summer and other seasons is very good and
creates natural flow. The error with particle C after Z5Hi, which should be {Z, does not hinder
comprehensibility. If the response contained a wider variety of syntactic structures and richer vocabulary,
it would have merited a higher score.

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides a very basic but appropriate answer using an appropriate register and style. The conjugation
and orthographic errors (#4* % /& ¥ should be #*\ 7z 1) interfere with readability, although they do not
significantly impede comprehensibility as the correct kaniji for “walk” is used (#%). The response is limited
to basic vocabulary, such as 72 < & A, i#E#)), and A 74— , and the simple syntactic structure

~72 ) ~72 Y ~7 % The response would have earned a higher score if it used a greater variety of
vocabulary.

Sample: C
Score: 1

This response addresses the prompt minimally by simply listing two words related to sports. Orthographic
errors in the two words lead to labored expression and interfere with readability and comprehensibility.
The listing of words indicates limited control of grammatical and syntactic structures and contributes to
the appearance of fragmented language.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 3
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a very thorough and appropriate answer. It includes detail and elaboration, such as

FFRD 7= IR0 72 B F 9 and [EFEBIROEFEE L7225 . Although

BRRIR DR 2 Lo B Z O EILHEF] TJ is somewhat unnatural, the delivery is generally easily
flowing, using 72 ¥ 72 513 ~<°< 72 B £ 7. The orthography and mechanics are almost error free

(< =B E 7 should be R 7ZHET or < IZ7= B EF). Also, the addition of a comma after

2872 51F and L7225 could enhance readability. The response uses consistent register and style
appropriate to the situation. The vocabulary is rich (e.g., it K; EFEB4%) and there is excellent grammar
and syntax, with minimal errors (e.g., 72 ¥ 72 51X ... 725 F 7 should be 722 51X ... 72O 5 T

i < OFFT DOEEE could be better expressed as V= D EE L72 0 T HH%).

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate response. Although 7272 &, HAFEDORZETIE

H o & 72 5V E T is an unnatural expression, it does not interfere with comprehensibility. An error in
mechanics (in WO 628 LWWEEE%A LT, the period should be a comma) and the repeated use of the

same words ( H AGE % H AKGE %) interfere with readability. Register and style are consistent and

appropriate to the situation. The vocabulary and expressions are appropriate but limited. Use of richer
vocabulary and more detail or elaboration would have earned a higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt but
provides an incomplete answer. Grammatical (ZALDIE 9 ; < - T of T L < - ) and orthographic
(FDLL of FD L L o ) errors interfere with readability. It is unclear why H AZE® is stated in the
beginning. Insufficient vocabulary and limited control of grammar result in fragmented language and
create labored expression as a whole.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 4
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.

Sample: A
Score: 5

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
appropriately and includes elaboration and details (H AD @R AE121% TH ] 238 D). It generally
exhibits ease of expression with consistent use of appropriate register and style, although the delivery is
somewhat strained (H AD &AL THFE] 385 & F1-> TUWE ). The response includes a
variety of vocabulary (K A5, H 1= , @4, 3 Z\) with no errors. Appropriate and accurate use of
kanji enhances readability. There are no mechanical errors. If the response flowed more easily and
naturally (e.g. by changing HANZ (3 of the first sentence to HA Tl and 4 & &Hl> Ty F 4 of the
second sentence to H 5% 9 TT or &5 & Ty FE 97) with more details, it would have earned a
higher score.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate answer. Although ~T L X 9 and ~% 9 T (grammatical phrases indicating
one's conjecture) are used appropriately, H A< A in the first sentence is incorrect and creates an
unnatural flow; it should be H AN AIZ13 or H AN Tld. The orthographic errors with X°> & @ do not
interfere with comprehensibility or readability in this situation. The response is limited to simple
structures and basic vocabulary (X°- & «; ). If it contained richer vocabulary and more elaboration or
detail using complex grammatical structures, it would have earned a higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 1

This response demonstrates lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It addresses the prompt only
marginally by providing the relevant word (Z1F A A — 787 without giving examples. Labored expression
interferes with comprehensibility (2> Z ). Insufficient competence in language use is evident (e.g.,
limited vocabulary, orthographic errors, nonuse of basic kanji, rudimentary sentence structure, omission of
a particle between (2% A and A —7" /). The response would have earned a higher score if it had more
vocabulary, such as the specific names of sports and better control of grammatical and syntactic
structures.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 5
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.

Sample: A
Score: 5

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt by
providing an opinion and justification with elaboration and detail. It progresses naturally from stating the
opinion, then giving an initial reason, followed by an additional reason. The response generally exhibits
ease of expression and contains no orthographic or mechanical errors. The excellent use of kanji and
katakana enhances readability. The emerging excellence in language use suggested in this response is
shown in the correct use of ... & FEWE T, ..., and ... & ... 2L E F(potential form). There are errors such
as BRFH7Z and LEEIZ/ENL £ 7, but they do not significantly interfere with comprehensibility. Although
there is a redundant use of & £ in one sentence, the response uses a variety of vocabulary (e.g., JEH),
—i##%12) appropriately. Correction of the errors and further elaboration and detail would have earned this
response a higher score.

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal writing. The basic but appropriate
response addresses both the first and second parts of the prompt. Although the prompt is given in formal
T - F 7 style, the use of plain style in this response is permissible. The unnatural and strained
expressions KD 7= ®HIZ LT, K> TIZR B2, and LD & < 72> T 5 interfere with
comprehensibility. Comprehensibility is also affected by the lack of cohesion between or explanation of the
three separate ideas of engaging in sports for healthiness &M 7= {2, avoiding weight gain

K- TIZ72 572\, and friendship &AM L < 72> TV 5. The response contains no orthographic or
mechanical errors. The response suggests emerging competence in syntax (& 9, X< 72> TV %) and
grammar (proper use of the sentence-final particle &). The response would have earned a higher score if it
had demonstrated more skill in handling complex syntactic structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It addresses the prompt but only
partially, providing an opinion but not a reason and is therefore an incomplete answer. Although the first
sentence is written with a proper syntactic structure, the word that conveys its essential meaning (K__) is
incomplete. The response shows insufficient vocabulary and limited control of language use. Had the
response displayed a better range of vocabulary and syntactic structures, it would have earned a higher
score.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 6
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.

Sample: A
Score: 5

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate answer that includes some elaboration. Although it is unnatural to begin by
stating (LY, & Y F 7 in response to what the prompt asks (E 1 L T < 72 &), the response as a whole
exhibits ease of expression. Smooth transitions from one sentence to the next create overall coherence.
There is no orthographic or mechanical error, with the exception of the lack of 9 for 3% 9 ; the comma at
the end of the last sentence is presumed to mean that the sentence is not completed due to time
constraints (for which the student is not penalized). The use of register and style is consistent and
appropriate. There are no grammatical or syntactic errors. The vocabulary is used appropriately and
accurately, except 9%, which should be 9% 9 & ¥ . If this word was written accurately, the response
would have earned a higher score.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response directly addresses the prompt, provides an appropriate answer by giving two related
questions, and demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. As the two questions are related, the
addition of a cohesive device before the second question (e.g., ZAUl% of ZALIE E 5 L TTd 7)) would
make the expression flow much more naturally. There are no orthographic errors, but the lack of a period
after each of the two question sentences is a mechanics error, even though it does not greatly interfere
with readability. There are a few grammatical errors (i A 78— % for £ A2 AR —"" 7, and

& % T ) for &V F 970 but they do not interfere with comprehensibility. The vocabulary is limited but
appropriate. Some elaboration or detail would have earned a higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer,
suggesting lack of competence in interpersonal writing. The response shows limited control of language
use in the orthographic error (> = %1 7), the omission of the word %23 in H RKDIKE D%, and the
incorrect vocabulary choice (& 55). These errors interfere with comprehensibility. The response would
have earned a higher score if the sentence had ended in a question, despite limited control of language
use.
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