EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY WEAK

Demonstrates lack
of competence in

presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing

that earns credit

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

2012 SCORING GUIDELINES
Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation

TASK COMPLETION

e Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt with
thoroughness and detail,
including explanation of view or
perspective

e Well organized and coherent,
with a clear progression of
ideas; use of appropriate
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

e (Cultural information is accurate
and detailed

e Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt, including
explanation of view or
perspective

e Well organized and coherent,
with a progression of ideas that
is generally clear; some use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

e Minimal errors in cultural
information

e Presentation addresses almost
all aspects of prompt, including
explanation of view or
perspective, but may lack
detail or elaboration

e Generally organized and
coherent; use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices
may be inconsistent

e Generally correct cultural
information with some
inaccuracies

e Presentation addresses topic
directly but may not address all
aspects of prompt

e Portions may lack organization
or coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

e Cultural information may have
several inaccuracies

e Presentation addresses topic
only marginally or addresses
only some aspects of prompt

e Scattered information generally
lacks organization and
coherence; minimal or no use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

e (Cultural information has
frequent or significant
inaccuracies

e Presentation addresses prompt
only minimally

e Lacks organization and
coherence

e (Cultural information almost
entirely inaccurate or missing

e Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression
Natural pace with minimal hesitation
or repetition
Pronunciation virtually error free

Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of expression
Smooth pace with occasional
hesitation or repetition, which does
not distract from the message
Infrequent or insignificant errors in
pronunciation

Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Generally consistent pace with some
unnatural hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation do not
necessitate special listener effort
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
and style appropriate to situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes with
comprehensibility

Inconsistent pace marked by some
hesitation or repetition

Errors in pronunciation sometimes
necessitate special listener effort

Use of register and style appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or includes
many errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Frequent hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener effort
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility

Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

e (learly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

e Not in Japanese

e Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms
Variety of appropriate
grammatical and syntactic

structures, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with sporadic
errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, but with several
errors in complex structures or
limited to simple structures

Some inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task assessed speaking skills in the presentational communicative mode by having students give a
presentation on a cultural topic to a Japanese class. It consisted of a single prompt that identified a cultural
topic and detailed how it should be discussed in the presentation. Students were to begin with an
appropriate introduction, discuss at least five aspects or examples of Japanese leisure activities, explain
their own view or perspective about them, and end with a concluding remark.

Students were given 4 minutes to prepare the presentation and 2 minutes for its delivery. The response
received a single holistic score on how well it accomplished the assigned task. In addition to language
skills, the score reflected the level of cultural knowledge exhibited in the presentation.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response

HARSNDITIZOWTEELE T, &, HENMTS &, 2S£, &, 1< TL X I, HAE
WIE—FFLRITIRA T, H. H. WAVWARIAFHARH->T, H, Lo THNNE, KEWAAN
HYES, MONKHEHVHTITRIT, umB PR THA TS, £ LT, KRiZ, &, BEEFPFESNT
WET, &, MOBEEORNIIRER T, FENZIEL, SEROMAD, umE THEZ W TT, &, HENL, (B
BIRAZ A, o, OETTY, LT, H, tMOANKOHLHETIX, IKETT, KBIZT A 8% L
SN ETHALTT, TTDOT, < SAMSEANTOLE. EBICITSZEICLET, ThH,
T EZBRIZITS &, TS, WERNATS THIENTT, 28R L, FAIL, . &9 ZFHH
EIMNDEIAT S 2 e RbH-T, BREA LD, . 5 A, HAUTEDOHFTIIT- TRIZN
T9, H, TTOT, RIFHAROHEDIZ I BKRIFZTT,

Commentary

This response addresses all aspects of the prompt with thoroughness and detail, including an explanation
of view or perspective. The response includes a good introduction (H AR ~DFRITIZ- DV TEE L $£797) and
five popular places, mentioning four cities (e.g., H F; KBK; 5AL; /i &) as well as rural areas. The response
uses appropriate transitional elements and cohesive devices (e.g., HA~TL & fhiod; TTDT;

7272 5). Cultural information is accurate and detailed (e.g., B V& 57; H /IZ). The flow is natural and the
pace is smooth. Pronunciation is also natural, with minor errors (e.g., & 9 2>\ iF A1E <). Register and
style are consistent and appropriate to the situation. The response includes rich vocabulary and idiomatic
expressions (e.g., {afil); ~THZ T9). The student uses a variety of appropriate grammatical and
syntactic structures (e.g.,, A& 5H; & ST, ~T2Z L3 H 5H; ~DIE 9 7). There are some
idiomatic and grammar errors in complex sentences (e.g., KE WAL H Y F 9 for AONBZWNTT;
PTATD N 8 » C; 17< Z £1Z L £ 7). The response represents excellence in presentational speaking and
cultural knowledge.
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response

Ihnb, BROAARGENZ, 12, ZHOWTELE T, 9. Bal, Wil THaL R
TY, &, &, HREELS S Aum A4 HV T, um E LT, 72< SAZNVZ2 uh

LEnd Y £9, £ TH uhmodem X 2T, uhiRum ERBHL LG CTT, ~NTF I I,
ETHHEARum REDSEHTT, LT, < ZA, bumANVAL, ~MTXFEF, um # 32 um
WX uh AL RGBT T, WRITEET, umF L Cum Z&H um A4 25T C9, um o uh
JES, JER K 9 2B T, umuh AATIE, AART, < SANVAWARELLGITING Y

F9, um7Zuh 72 uhm Z LT 2L SAAYRHY £9, FilTum AAMTE 20, BRATE
729, -+ uhhh FAZHA, @ uh

Commentary

This response addresses all aspects of the prompt. The response includes an introduction

(ZD, BROEFELZRGATIZ, 12, IZ2WTEE L £79), five examples of Japanese popular places
(AR B4 T HUAD; 1SR ) with some explanation for each place, and personal views. It is generally well
organized and coherent, using some transitional elements and cohesive devices (e.g., £9; % L C; I&k;

%5 3 12). Vocabulary is appropriate but limited, with some errors (K52 & 9 for KDOFi4). Grammar and
syntactic structures are limited to simple structures and include several errors (e.g., ¥V & F 5

S I 9 72385FT). The response could have earned a higher score if there were more complex grammatical

and syntactic structures, richer vocabulary, more cultural information, and deeper views and perspectives.
Overall the response demonstrates competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response

uhm, HA, HATZ, BHART, ZTA, I, EhWTThR, WH, K&, 1T, K&\ bomb 73, bomb
B. WEE LT, BE, WouhlZS A, BT, 2oL TY, T, &, ENWTT A, uh

b, SAF, BbBELITEELE, v, ATEREuh &, ETH, & Tx, ELOW
O, BE~, BETEE L, AFET =~V NEE L, &, DWVWTT, b, DAL,
Ve, REWe, &, 1T7&E L, BA BREIEHW, &, REW, L b, &L T
xE L .o
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation (continued)

Commentary

This response partially completes the task and addresses the topic marginally. The response begins with a
general statement (HA, HATZ, HAT, TA, I, TV TT 1) followed by explanation of three
places (& &, A, 415 /&). The scattered information, lacking organization and coherence, and the
absence of transitional elements and cohesive devices make the response difficult to follow.

Cultural information is often insufficient and incomprehensible (e.g., 4 #7EE 7 =~ /). The labored
delivery and high frequency of hesitation and repetition necessitate constant listener efforts. Insufficient,
inappropriate vocabulary (e.g., bomb for J5Uf#; 72435 X for #i#f; Wb for ¥##) and limited grammatical and
syntactic control result in fragmented language and seriously interfere with comprehensibility (A9 & K &
uh &, & TH, &Tx, EXOIV, KOV, BZ~, BZX~{T& F L7). The response would have
earned a higher score if it exhibited better cultural knowledgeand a better range and control of lexical and
grammatical elements, with more ease of delivery. Overall this response suggests a lack of competence in
presentational speaking and cultural knowledge.
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