EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
writing

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
interpersonal
writing

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
writing

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
interpersonal
writing

WEAK

Suggests lack of

competence in
interpersonal
writing

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
writing

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2013 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat

TASK COMPLETION

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a very thorough and
appropriate response; includes
elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate
response

Directly addresses prompt and

provides a basic but appropriate

answer

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate but
incomplete answer

Addresses prompt minimally or
marginally

Mere restatement of the prompt

Clearly does not respond to the prompt

DELIVERY

Natural, easily flowing
expression

Orthography and mechanics
virtually error free

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of
expression

Infrequent or insignificant
errors in orthography and
mechanics

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere
with comprehensibility
Errors in orthography and
mechanics do not interfere
with readability

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register and style appropriate
to situation

Strained or unnatural flow
of expression sometimes
interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics may be frequent
or interfere with readability

Use of register and style
appropriate to situation is
inconsistent or includes many
errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics frequent or interfere
with readability

Frequent use of register and
style inappropriate to situation

Labored expression
constantly interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics very frequent or
significantly interfere with
readability

Constant use of register and
style inappropriate to situation

“I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese

Not in Japanese
Blank
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms

Excellent use of grammar and
syntax, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with sporadic
errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, but with several
errors in complex structures
or limited to simple structures

Some inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of
grammatical and syntactic
structures frequently
interferes with
comprehensibility or results
in fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of
grammatical and syntactic
structures significantly
interferes with
comprehensibility or results
in very fragmented language
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Text Chat 1
Sample A

FNE T XT 4 7 EVWOINIEATHT, ENOFERETIEL SO HWD F9, BITHAWWHITT 2
UMD AN, BITIEDENRHDHIZ2 50000 D2 ENHY £7°,
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Text Chat 1
Sample B

FTFIATSE 3 0SBV T, ZEDL L2 L LD TARRERE S TUTE T,
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Text Chat 1
Sample C

AL WHLBWZ 20 LT,
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.

Overview

This task evaluated writing skills in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students respond as
part of a simulated exchange of text-chat messages. The prompt comprised a statement in English
identifying an interlocutor and conversation topic, and a series of six brief messages to which the student
responded. Each message consisted of a chat entry in Japanese and a brief direction in English that
provided guidance on what is expected in the response. Students were asked to participate in an
exchange of text-chat messages with a pen pal, Hiro Kawada, about commuting to high school. Students
were asked to (a) respond to the question about their commuting time, (b) respond to the question about
their means of transportation for commuting to school, (c¢) explain their opinion about which is better—
taking a bus or train (public transportation) or driving to go to school, (d) give their opinion about high
school students driving to school, (e) give at least one example of activity that they do on the way to
school, and (f) pose a specific question about Japanese high school students’ commute.

Students had 90 seconds to read the message and respond at each turn in the text-chat exchange. Each of
the six responses received a holistic score based on how well it accomplished the assigned task, and all six
scores counted equally in calculating the total score.

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a very thorough and appropriate answer. The
response includes elaboration and detail and earned a score of 6. There is an error in orthography that

does not significantly impede comprehensibility (7>7>-2). However, it is apparent that the student has
control over this vocabulary item because it is written correctly elsewhere in the response (7>72> Y * 7).
Otherwise, the delivery exhibits natural, easily flowing expression throughout. Language use shows some
rich vocabulary (G#47; #8417 Ik ) and idioms (#1723 V) albeit somewhat unnatural in this context (a
more natural expression would be A2 &3V 720 or LMD 721, Language use presents excellent use of
grammar and syntax without error.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer, responding in a
complete manner by mentioning the means of transportation (bus), and the reason why it is necessary to
take a bus (the student’s home is far from the school), and earned a score of 4. There is an error in
orthography (& \ for & ¥31) that does not significantly impact comprehensibility. Language use shows
appropriate but limited vocabulary and idioms. There are two errors in grammar (% in & H X > & &\
should be 7%; % in /N A & 3 - T should be (Z) that interfere with comprehensibility.

There is an error in orthography (& VY for & ¥31) that does not significantly impact comprehensibility.
Language use shows appropriate but limited vocabulary and idioms. There are two errors in grammar (%
nFxH Lo & LV should be 23 % in /XA % 3 - T should be IZ) that interfere with
comprehensibility.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response directly addresses the prompt by providing a number (V) %) but lacks a unit of time. It is an
appropriate but incomplete response and earned a score of 2. Language use shows a limited control of
grammar ({Z in ...< 5\ {Z should not be used). The use of the past tense ( 2*7>Y F L 72) instead of the
present tense is not appropriate, because the prompt refers to habitual practice. This error interferes with
comprehensibility. The meaning of the keyword in V% can be ambiguous because it is written in
hiragana (instead of using the Arabic numeral ‘1’ or kanji ‘—"). Overall, this response suggests lack of
competence in interpersonal writing. A complete answer and fewer errors in language use would have
earned a higher score.
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Text Chat 2
Sample A

SOITEREMTHETHERIATEET, HITSZT THLERIATIT LI, FTEELME I DIETL
2 LHWTT, BHEOEMITH FEEOBE L SV TT R, BHIT L THLNAYD T,
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Text Chat 2
Sample B

ANIFAD BN EER L £ 3, £ L ThRex N RITRD £7
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Text Chat 2
Sample C

FIIHE Lo TY, N—=R{fT-Td
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 2
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. With the initial sentence

(5D D ILEHE & M FEETHERITIT X £ 9), there is a direct and suitable answer regarding one’s method
of transportation to school. Additional detail is provided to the merits of utilizing two different modes of
transportation (88 HL & Hi %) instead of just one (M F£%). While % 9" is somewhat unnatural within this
context, overall the expressions are natural and easily flowing. XA ¥ could have been typed in kanji, in
parallel with the rest of the words, which are presented without error in kanji. The use of register and style
are consistent and appropriate to the situation.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt,
includes two different modes of transportation (. and /N &), and utilizes two different yet appropriate
verbs (GE#zr L £ and Y F 9°) to describe riding them. FAIXFLAD HLIZ & L F 97 is an unnatural
expression, but does not necessarily impede comprehensibility. There are no mistakes in the use of kanji
from the AP kanji list. Vocabulary and sentence structures are appropriate but limited. The lack of a period
at the end is a mechanical error, but does not interfere with readability. This response would have earned
a higher score if it had included more detail and used more complex grammatical and syntactic structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

The response directly addresses the prompt by including »3— & . The response is incomplete because it
cuts off with a stray English letter (247> T d . The lack of cohesion between the first and the second
sentence makes the response semantically unclear. The orthographical error /X— & (for /X AX) may not
impede readability, but it is the key word in terms of task completion. A possible mistake of typing
instead of “#f& further affects comprehensibility. There is limited control of syntactic structures
(/N—R|Z4T > T d); the student may have intended to write /N A {Z3 - T. This response demonstrates
a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. Completing the second sentence properly and using a more
appropriate verb (3 % instead of 17 < ; or > TV <), would have earned this response a higher score.
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Text Chat 3
Sample A

FRIIHETERIATS OB —FHETT, RENEE D &, BITESLWVIRFICFRIATT 5 8HAH 5
DPHETZMHTY,
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Text Chat 3
Sample B

ZHTTR, FFETITS DR b2 LN EEWET, RERLIT, NAEL Lo EHSRWELE
i,
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Text Chat 3
Sample C

INA T ey Es
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 3
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a thorough and appropriate answer. Expression flows easily. No orthographic or mechanical
errors are present. The use of register and style is consistent and appropriate to the situation. An
advanced-level vocabulary word (F H) is used. The solid grammatical and syntactic construction is
evident and error free.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate answer. Limited control of grammar (7 < ®J5, & 572\ 72 &) contributes to the
strained or unnatural flow of expression, but comprehensibility is not affected. There are no orthographic
or mechanical errors. The register and style are used consistently and appropriately. Limited but
appropriate vocabulary is used. Grammar and syntax are generally appropriate with the exception of the
complex structure that begins with 7272 513 (should be 72 ¥ 72 513 ~ 75 T9). If the response
contained richer vocabulary and more elaboration or detail using complex grammatical structures
accurately, it would have earned a higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt but
provides an incomplete answer. Although there are no significant orthographic or mechanical errors, a
basic kanji like /& is not used for 727> of 727>< , which reduces readability. Spaces are used between
words in an unconventional manner. Vocabulary is insufficient and grammatical and syntactic control is
limited. Fragmented language and labored expression interfere with readability and comprehensibility.
Better control of grammatical and syntactic structure would have earned this response a higher score.
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Text Chat 4

Sample A

FEERAEFELZEIR L2W RO EEWES, RERG, HEFXITFAZL, EoTHLEVDT,
X LT ThnE, REZRZ LITRANHTT,
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Text Chat 4
Sample B

AN ZEF L THOW &N ETS,
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Text Chat 4
Sample C

ix <2FT 209792508 tBbLLET,
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 4
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a very thorough and appropriate response
including elaboration and detail. The expression flows naturally and easily. Orthography and mechanics
are virtually error free. Generally, the use of kanji is very good, although . from the AP kanji list could be
used for & of & K[sic]2{} T72\> to enhance readability. The appropriate register and style are used
consistently and appropriately. A variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. The response uses excellent
grammar and syntax (e.g., 72NN, ¥R S LB TY L Ly L &L 2 &I D) with minimal
errors. & of & JX-21F T7Z2\ ) is probably a typo and should be % .

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides a basic but appropriate answer. There are no orthographic or mechanical errors. The register
and style are appropriate. However, the incorrect word choice (33 7*) and inappropriate grammar

(L T2 W) result in strained or unnatural flow of expression that could interfere with comprehensibility.
Better control of grammar and a greater variety of vocabulary could have earned this response a higher
score.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer; it is
incomplete because the response does not provide a complete message. No orthographic errors are
present and labored expression frequently interferes with comprehensibility. The vocabulary is limited to
very basic words (4, < 5%, 229, B H UV E ). The limited control of grammatical and syntactic
structures and vocabulary interferes with comprehensibility and results in fragmented language. This
response would have earned a higher score if it showed better control of language use.
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Text Chat 5
Sample A

FRITHLISRNITIEEZ L7V T LWAREZSA T D EERFERR CAIELFE LY LET, THEHMGZW
FFVWHTELDZLICLET, TL T, #RIEETHE TN D,
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Text Chat 5
Sample B

WOh W eWTKEEEFEZ LET, The b, BmaeLET,
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Text Chat 5
Sample C

HH Mo
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 5
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a thorough and appropriate response including elaboration and detail. Although some
expressions may not be as smooth as they could be (£ L T, “FKIZE & TWE T 25 could more
idiomatically be expressed as < 9 L7266, FIRTE E TWHILE T 5), the response generally
exhibits easily flowing expression The orthography and mechanics are virtually error free. The response
uses a variety of vocabulary (fg #H. %1 #85a1) and exhibits appropriate use of a variety of grammatical and

syntactic structures (~1%, ~72 ¥ N?Z D, ~ZLiZLET, ~0b).

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate response. The inappropriate use of = #1 & & disrupts the flow of expression;
ZIIE or & HNE is more appropriate. The response is also limited to simple sentence structures.
There are no orthographic or mechanical errors. This response would have earned a higher score if it
included complex structures with elaboration or detail.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response demonstrates lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
but provides an incomplete answer. It exhibits good use of kanji, but it clearly shows lack of vocabulary
and grammatical and syntactic control, which interferes with comprehensibility and results in fragmented
language. This response would have earned a higher score with a complete sentence.
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Text Chat 6
Sample A

HARODEHEIZE THIAALTWAEEHEE LT, RETT), HRO K I MBS TRHEWTWHADAE
FEIXHE TR TE A,
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Text Chat 6
Sample B

AARDEREITRIZOD EDED N £T1h 20 5 TTN?
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Text Chat 6
Sample C

HARTIZ, EHCTHEHIAELHEETHEI A, EtthH
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 6
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a very thorough and appropriate response, including elaboration. The expression flows relatively
easily. There are no orthographic or mechanical errors. It shows the consistent use of register and style
appropriate to the situation. The vocabulary is used appropriately and such higher-level words as
A A CUND and # 2 are included. The response exhibits excellent use of grammar and syntax with a
single error in JAA TV 572 L X % L7 (the 72 should not be present).

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides a basic but appropriate answer. There is no orthographic or mechanical error, but the
appropriate use of kanji where possible would improve readability G Y & @ for @ ¥ &, D). The vocabulary
is mostly appropriate but basic (7212 Y & @ should be £ A 72D Y &, D). The use of grammar and syntax
is also mostly appropriate (the particle & of ® VY & D% D V) F 97> should be (Z) . Although this response
is comprehensible, the flow of expression is somewhat strained as the response lacks a connection
between the two questions. A higher score could have been earned if the questions asked were more
specific and it showed better control of language use.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It addresses the prompt directly and
appropriately, but does provides and incomplete response. The kanji error in H % HL interferes with
comprehensibility as it could be H##HL or H #)HL. There is also an orthographical error in the question
word in &£ t t ©. The vocabulary used is appropriate (including i 9 ). A level of grammatical control is
demonstrated (including the noun modification such as #& . Ci# 9 A). However, limited control of

syntactic structures is evident. The response could have earned a higher score if it was provided in a
complete sentence.
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