EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates lack
of competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

UNACCEPTABLE

Contains nothing
that earns credit

2013 SCORING GUIDELINES

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation

TASK COMPLETION

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt with
thoroughness and detail,
including explanation of view
Or perspective

Well organized and coherent,
with a clear progression of
ideas; use of appropriate
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information is accurate
and detailed

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt, including
explanation of view or
perspective

Well organized and coherent,
with a progression of ideas that
is generally clear; some use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Minimal errors in cultural
information

Presentation addresses almost
all aspects of prompt, including
explanation of view or
perspective, but may lack
detail or elaboration

Generally organized and
coherent; use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices
may be inconsistent

Generally correct cultural
information with some
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic
directly but may not address all
aspects of prompt

Portions may lack organization
or coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information may have
several inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic
only marginally or addresses
only some aspects of prompt
Scattered information generally
lacks organization and
coherence; minimal or no use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information has
frequent or significant
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses prompt
only minimally

Lacks organization and
coherence

Cultural information almost
entirely inaccurate or missing

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression
Natural pace with minimal hesitation
or repetition
Pronunciation virtually error free

Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of expression

Smooth pace with occasional
hesitation or repetition, which does
not distract from the message
Infrequent or insignificant errors in
pronunciation

Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Generally consistent pace with some
unnatural hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation do not
necessitate special listener effort
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
and style appropriate to situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes with
comprehensibility

Inconsistent pace marked by some
hesitation or repetition

Errors in pronunciation sometimes
necessitate special listener effort

Use of register and style appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or includes
many errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Frequent hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener effort
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility

Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

Not in Japanese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms

Variety of appropriate
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and idioms,
with sporadic errors

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, with
sporadic errors in complex
structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, but with
several errors in complex
structures or limited to simple
structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures sometimes
interfere with comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms frequently
interfere with comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms constantly
interfere with comprehensibility
Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2013 SCORING COMMENTARY

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task assessed speaking skills in the presentational communicative mode by having students give a
presentation on a cultural topic to a Japanese class. It consisted of a single prompt in English, which
identifies a cultural topic and details how it should be discussed in the presentation. Students were given
4 minutes to prepare the presentation and 2 minutes for its delivery. Students presented their views or
perspective on annual Japanese cultural events. They began with an appropriate introduction, discussed
at least five aspects or examples of annual Japanese cultural events, explained their own views or
perspective about them, and ended with a concluding remark.

The presentation received a single holistic score based on how well it accomplished the assigned task. In
addition to language skills, the score reflected the level of the student’s cultural knowledge exhibited in
the presentation.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response

XU ®F LT, FAlXlname of candidate] T. T H, HAD LA X b % uh

WIZOWTEELET, uh ZL®IZE4 T, EHYII L2083 >EHIZHY £9°, uhh

T SAHARDHTIZ, B RHV EF, LT, B4, mB&ASEY T, uh

Bz, B, BEcbvEd, LT, BLLAWVWAKY 2, BV £9, um

Wz, BIEATT, BIEAZX, uvh BEAICKELS SABARDZFKE, uh FikE um

BIF L ITEET, LT, BAANTBEWEEEE T, FERZENT, LELFRICED £
7, um

WEADIX, Z7VASATY, HAOZ VAR ET AV IO Y ALANETYH, 2 SAENVE
9, uh BARNIZuh BADZ YV 2~ A7 —27 2{ED £90 5, uh

ZFLTIZVASTAT—IZAENET, uhZL T, BRANIELS SATLEY MY £9, &#%IZ uh
RUA NTF—T9, "AVA F7—& uh

TAVIDONL N B AT =PEVET, ZOHICKITLFE AN, 4F& 72 AT um
Faal—hrxuhbbWVWET, umELT, BHROILA X FET A Y D uh

TAEA R ML SANEIZERDHVET, ETHEBLLAVWERWET, HUREHY T WVET

o

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. It addresses
the prompt with thoroughness and detail, including an explanation of view or perspective. It includes a
good introduction (Z AL 6 H AR D AbA X MZ2OWTCEE L £97) and five annual Japanese cultural
events (B4 B4 BIEH; 7V A~ A, ;"U A T —). Appropriate transitional elements and cohesive
devices are used (F]®IZ; & L T; RIZ; WU H; A #%(2). Cultural information is accurate and detailed.
The flow is relatively natural. It is spoken at a good pace throughout, with minimal hesitation and
repetition. Pronunciation is almost error-free, but with minimal errors (7 U A A & ; /7— 7). The register
and style are consistent and appropriate to the situation. The response includes rich vocabulary (% Y :
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation (continued)

AR, 7 ) A< A/ — 7). A variety of appropriate grammatical and syntactic structures are used;
although most of the sentences used in the response are simple structures, the way they are linked is
effective.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response

TV, BHRADOSUEZ, 13720, IZOWTEELET, —FRM T, KEORIC, £ BIX. RF—
LE, AF—AIZ, X, BxICLET, TNENICBIEAIC, S0Mtc, fith~ Wo | [T&ET
s LT, oAz, HD, ZWVWDIEY Zuh 9 H uh

IHLONT, fiioTHY ET, iz, B, EYDKRIZ, W9 D uh

WO Mo, OIFIT, BONRHY E7, HET, KAOHIZ, BEFVOELIZ, 13DDH, 1FHDHT LN
T&EET, BARANTI, WAWAR, UET7 = AT 4 SN B ET, —HIZ, 7AVIO, TAUD
VEDbolk, MEDT = RAT 4 MR HY £, BAANEL, BERADOIEIZ, HD S, BWHEND
L7, BEWRENIZ, &£ Tuh

A ETHENVW L e, WV lun, Z0WCTT, 20, ZOKRIFT—|L+ +uh\ D, uh

WoOh, 72O, uhZELWT, DO, BHLLAWERWET, BANMTSH

. RAEL, EARIZ, uh FAX, EARICUET = AT 4 232, 22— uh

BB L CHIWTT, ¥r—

Commentary
This response demonstrates competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. It addresses

all aspects of the prompt, including an introduction (H A& AN @ SALIZ DWW TEE L £ 9), five examples of
annual Japanese cultural events ((KE D H; BIEH ; Ffo H; £4; il A ® H) with explanation of each
event (with some inaccurate information, such as JR AD HIZ .. 1Z®H D Z &3 T £97), and overall
personal views. It is generally well organized and coherent, using appropriate transitional elements and
cohesive devices (—#&& & #]; = L T; Z4LI2). The vocabulary is appropriate (JRF— 2L & HF — A

Z W DIX V) but limited, with some pronunciation errors (721> U v~ for KXZF) that do not necessitate
special listener effort. The flow of expression is somewhat strained but does not interfere with
comprehensibility. Grammar and syntactic structures are limited to simple structures and include several

errors (BHEZ D O & #2 LU TC). A smoother pace, more detail or elaboration, a greater variety of
vocabulary, and fewer errors in grammar and syntax would have earned this response a higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response

uh HAD, A X MZ, DWW T, GELET, uh £33, ALEHAETT, uhh
FLEDEFMTT, uhh 72 SAHFETT, EoTh, BLWEEWET, %25 &, uhhh [pause]
umm FRD TY, HD - -+ uhhh[pause] 72< & A ¢+ uhh 72 < EAAEONTT uhh
EThHENWTT, BV EF, uhh [long pause] [laughter] umm [pause] [laughter] umm [long pause]
umm > &8, uh B -7, [laugher] oh, my god [sigh]
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation (continued)

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. It
partially completes the task and addresses the topic marginally. It begins with an appropriate introduction
(HAD, A x> M, DWT%, & L F£79), followed by description of two annual Japanese
cultural events (AL A #&k &k F4Z V) with minimal detail (7 L E O T 7= < T ATE). The
information is scattered, and lacks organization and coherence. The response is difficult to follow because
of the lack of transitional elements. Cultural information is insufficient. The labored delivery and the high
frequency of hesitation and repetition necessitate constant listener effort. The vocabulary and idioms are
insufficient and often inappropriate (fE (N C9~ for /£ 7.% L % 7°; the pronunciation error compounds the
comprehensibility problem). The limited grammatical and syntactic control results in fragmented language
and interferes with comprehensibility. Appropriate cultural knowledge, proper use of vocabulary and
grammar, and less hesitation and repetition would have earned this response a higher score.
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