EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates lack
of competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

2014 SCORING GUIDELINES

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation

TASK COMPLETION

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt with
thoroughness and detail,
including explanation of view
or perspective

Well organized and coherent,
with a clear progression of
ideas; use of appropriate
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information is accurate
and detailed

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt, including
explanation of view or
perspective

Well organized and coherent,
with a progression of ideas that
is generally clear; some use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Minimal errors in cultural
information

Presentation addresses almost
all aspects of prompt, including
explanation of view or
perspective, but may lack
detail or elaboration

Generally organized and
coherent; use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices
may be inconsistent

Generally correct cultural
information with some
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic
directly but may not address all
aspects of prompt

Portions may lack organization
or coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information may have
several inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic
only marginally or addresses
only some aspects of prompt
Scattered information generally
lacks organization and
coherence; minimal or no use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information has
frequent or significant
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses prompt
only minimally

Lacks organization and
coherence

Cultural information almost
entirely inaccurate or missing

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression
Natural pace with minimal hesitation
or repetition
Pronunciation virtually error free

Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of expression
Smooth pace with occasional
hesitation or repetition, which does
not distract from the message
Infrequent or insignificant errors in
pronunciation

Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Generally consistent pace with some
unnatural hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation do not
necessitate special listener effort
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
and style appropriate to situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes with
comprehensibility

Inconsistent pace marked by some
hesitation or repetition

Errors in pronunciation sometimes
necessitate special listener effort

Use of register and style appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or includes
many errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Frequent hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener effort
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility

Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

Not in Japanese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms

Variety of appropriate
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and idioms,
with sporadic errors

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, with
sporadic errors in complex
structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, but with
several errors in complex
structures or limited to simple
structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures sometimes
interfere with comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms frequently
interfere with comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms constantly
interfere with comprehensibility
Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2014 SCORING COMMENTARY

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task assessed speaking skills in the presentational communicative mode by having students give a
presentation on a cultural topic to a Japanese class. It consisted of a single prompt in English, which
identifies a cultural topic and details how it should be discussed in the presentation. Students were given
four minutes to prepare the presentation and two minutes for its delivery. Students presented their view or
perspective on famous Japanese people. They were to begin with an appropriate introduction, discuss at
least five aspects or examples of famous Japanese people, explain their own view or perspective about
them, and end with a concluding remark.

The presentation received a single holistic score based on how well it accomplished the assigned task. In
addition to language skills, the score reflected the level of the student's cultural knowledge exhibited in the
presentation.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

ZATHBIE, 2ok, BARTEALAGLOE BN VETR, H—. ZNNBZD—, eh

BRI NERNAN LET, H. KT 1Tah BXEFH EWVHIEEIZHOWVWTEEL F9, «?iﬁ%ﬁ&i\ AN
EXFE Lz, RERPGELIE THLAEARWIETT, ah RIZ, ah EZEWMNTY AL, u

EZENIY SAE, BN LET, EZNIVITHET, ah E THLARDH D, umﬁi ahh
VUH—TFEol, 2ok, &, FLTEHEIL, PAKKEHNLET, ah5FEOYFFI By D
T, PAEFLTI 7 4 X2T7Ar— b TEMLELE, LT, BTOT7AX2T A5 — T, AKX
NELo WMVELE, ah 648, ETHEAKRTYT, ah 2 LT, FBUIIEIRES AL

W LET, o0&, BIRBIAUIZs AZ AT OERTT, H—. DO, ah AXUF,
AZCATTVIET = A, BMEAEED 9, Zhb & THHEATT, KB, uh L FTRASAZ
A LET, WF, 2, BASAUITE THLHREARIETT, ahfime LTERLXREHD
ABHVETHR, ETHLFELPHD, POAKRTT, ah L ETT, HURE S TINET,

Commentary
The response addresses all aspects of the prompt with thoroughness and detail. It is well organized with
appropriate transitional elements (53", YIZ, 55 =12, FHIUIZ, £ 1% 12). The cultural information is accurate

and detailed. The quality of the response is enhanced by the famous Japanese people included in the
presentation (S8 2HH, 242 ONT Y, PERE L, =IRER, 11 FF/A). The response is spoken at a good pace
with minimal hesitation and repetition. Pronunciation is virtually error-free. The response contains rich
vocabulary (B, BSES, ¥ RE). A variety of grammatical and syntactic structures are used; although most of
the sentences used in the response are simple structures, the way they are linked is effective and natural.

© 2014 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2014 SCORING COMMENTARY

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response

AARANOHF T, tbrxHLHIRANDBHY £9, FAFAARD RZ B RIFETT6, £L T, X, un
PREH LD, ATV RENRIGFETT, ZLT, T=ADBHEENG, | VorE—2ADE<
T/AHE—BEB, %, IZE THHBEWATYT, £L T, eh 7A RATN—T1T4FETT, KiHRE & D
FOBLBHEIATTING, ETHWVWWATTR, - - —FAFLR. AL BRESATYT, o - -
W« « L2 D ZAFTRADOFHLDORF —FAF X 2EHE, WO, BEL SRV, —FHEZOT =X
T9, ETHEEMNL, &<, BT, LT, ZDOWHHATLLIE, 2. HRTETCHL BT, &
LT+« WWHETT,

Commentary
The response demonstrates competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. It addresses

all aspects of the prompt, although the conclusion is weak (HATE TH 7’12 TE L TWWETT). Five
examples of famous Japanese people/characters are given (=R B8, /N2 —RE, AR A0, FaASTH,
=113 730 However, the first example (MR B8 is not a real person and so is a weaker example of famous
people than the others. The prompt is generally well organized and uses some transitional devices

(% L 7). The cultural information is generally accurate with minor inaccuracies (& 72 ¥ ¢ =2 =2 & instead
of £72 0 @ k b ). The response is limited to basic vocabulary and expressions for the most part. The
flow of expression is somewhat strained but does not interfere with comprehensibility. There are
pronunciation and vocabulary errors (e.g., WP 9 A/ 72 H) but they do not necessarily require special
listener effort. The response could have earned a higher score if it had a smoother pace and included more
detail or elaboration with a greater variety of vocabulary.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response

I, umI® A, Fhllpersonal name] T, ML AL HAE LA OWTEELE9, 9.
AALBARGECAUITEREZ LET, AL, BARGE, &35, Z2RFET, KIC, A4, BARGELCA. 13,
D, DPNTSH, T, bLWTT, H3IT, FIE, &0 BA, BAGE, BAR, A4, BAFELCA
TY, 72 S, EV, THA, FA4lTblLle, THA, HAIZ, S SAFLARELAITET
H, <N LNTT, S, 1T e Sh, AFAAIRGTE. AR, BARFECAITETT, FAL
B4, BAGEUCANHE T, &K, X, H—TDA, SV, W, &Kk, fUE, 2. 7L ETH
LEARGECAZRIZNTT, E986HVNE S,

Commentary
The response suggests lack of competence in presentational speaking. It directly addresses the prompt but

doesn't fully address all aspects of the prompt. Incorrect vocabulary (9 < L L) interferes with
comprehensibility, and using H A<iE A instead of H A< A throughout the response negatively affects the
overall quality of the response. The examples of famous Japanese people (F3% L £ ; AV ;
HAAGEL DA% ; 9 <LV Z) are for the most part general descriptions that could be said about
famous people anywhere. The cultural information is lacking. The response contains an introduction,
organizational devices, and a conclusion, but a lack of control of grammatical structures, insufficient
vocabulary, and somewhat labored expression prevented the response from earning a higher score.
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