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Presentational Writing: Persuasive Essay 
  

5: STRONG performance in Presentational Writing 
• Effective treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates a high degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints, with very few minor 

inaccuracies 
• Integrates content from all three sources in support of the essay 
• Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic with a high degree of clarity; develops 

a persuasive argument with coherence and detail 
• Organized essay; effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Fully understandable, with ease and clarity of expression; occasional errors do not impede 

comprehensibility 
• Varied and appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Accuracy and variety in grammar, syntax and usage, with few errors 
• Develops paragraph-length discourse with a variety of simple and compound sentences, and some 

complex sentences 

4: GOOD performance in Presentational Writing 
• Generally effective treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; may include a few inaccuracies 
• Summarizes, with limited integration, content from all three sources in support of the essay 
• Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic with clarity; develops a persuasive 

argument with coherence 
• Organized essay; some effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Fully understandable, with some errors which do not impede comprehensibility 
• Varied and generally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• General control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Develops mostly paragraph-length discourse with simple, compound and a few complex sentences 

3: FAIR performance in Presentational Writing 
• Suitable treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates a moderate degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; includes some 

inaccuracies 
• Summarizes content from at least two sources in support of the essay 
• Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; develops a somewhat persuasive 

argument with some coherence 
• Some organization; limited use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Generally understandable, with errors that may impede comprehensibility 
• Appropriate but basic vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Some control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Uses strings of mostly simple sentences, with a few compound sentences 
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2: WEAK performance in Presentational Writing 
• Unsuitable treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates a low degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; information may be limited or 

inaccurate 
• Summarizes content from one or two sources; may not support the essay 
• Presents, or at least suggests, the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; develops an unpersuasive 

argument somewhat incoherently 
• Limited organization; ineffective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Partially understandable, with errors that force interpretation and cause confusion for the reader 
• Limited vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Limited control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Uses strings of simple sentences and phrases 

1: POOR performance in Presentational Writing 
• Almost no treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates poor comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; includes frequent and significant 

inaccuracies 
• Mostly repeats statements from sources or may not refer to any sources 
• Minimally suggests the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; argument is undeveloped or incoherent 
• Little or no organization; absence of transitional elements and cohesive devices 
• Barely understandable, with frequent or significant errors that impede comprehensibility 
• Very few vocabulary resources 
• Little or no control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Very simple sentences or fragments 

0: UNACCEPTABLE performance in Presentational Writing 
• Mere restatement of language from the prompt 
• Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic 
• “I don’t know,” “I don’t understand” or equivalent in any language 
• Not in the language of the exam 

- (hyphen): BLANK (no response) 
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Task 2: Persuasive Essay 
 
Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. 
 
Overview 
 
The student was asked to write a persuasive essay to submit to a Spanish writing contest, in which they 
were asked to answer the question: “Is it beneficial for a company to allow their employees to work from 
home?” The essay topic was based on three sources (two printed sources and one audio source) which 
presented different viewpoints and statistical information on the topic. In their persuasive essay, the 
student was asked to present the sources’ different viewpoints on the topic, as well as to indicate and 
thoroughly defend their own viewpoint on the topic using, and integrating the three sources for that 
purpose. The student was asked to refer to, and appropriately identify information from, all the sources, in 
order to support his /her viewpoint. The student was asked to organize their essay into clear paragraphs.  
 
Sample: 2A 
Score: 5 
 
The essay shows an effective treatment of the question and the student demonstrates that they clearly 
understand the question. The essay possesses strong, well-sustained arguments taken from all three 
sources and the introduction lays out the debate and takes a position. It also presents and defends from the 
beginning the student's own original point of view which is summarized in the conclusion. This is a well-
organized essay with effective transitions and cohesive language devices (“Al hablar del”; “También se 
pueden destacar”; “En otro aspecto”; “Para concluir”). The essay is fully understandable with clarity and 
ease of expression. Small errors (“de el”; “occupan”) do not detract from the overall excellent grammar and 
lexical richness. Vocabulary is varied and appropriate (“inculcarles valores”; “mayor riesgo de desequilibrio 
total”). The essay has accurate grammar and syntax, with few errors, such as the use of subjunctive (“sin 
que interfieran temas”) or present perfect (“se ha convertido en una opción”).  
 
Sample: 2B 
Score: 3 
 
The essay shows a suitable treatment of the topic and completes the task. It develops a somewhat 
persuasive argument with some coherence showing basic understanding and interpretation of the 
sources, especially source 3; it mostly summarizes and does not integrate the sources well enough. It 
shows some organization because it is divided into paragraphs, but it contains limited or no use of 
transitional elements or cohesive devices. The essay is generally understandable with errors that do not 
impede comprehensibility. There is a strong influence of English in structure and spelling (“la 
enviromenta”; “Dejando que los empleados trabajar”; “porque no tendrían tomar tiempo”; “abilidad”). There 
is some control of grammar, syntax, and usage with few original correct structures. The essay attempts 
some complex sentences (“Si un empleado se volviera enfermo ... en su oficina!”; “Porque no tendían tomar 
tiempo para conducir … pueden usar”) but correct structures are mostly taken from the texts. 
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Task 2: Persuasive Essay (continued) 
 
Sample: 2C 
Score: 1 
 
The essay presents almost no treatment of the topic within the context of the task. The student writes 
about overtime work hours rather than telecommuting. It vaguely refers to the sources and includes 
significant inaccuracies getting distracted by irrelevant issues such as students taking tablets to school 
(lines 22-25). There is little or no organization and the sentences expressed in the introduction and 
conclusion of the essay show opposite ideas (“No estaria de acuerdo con las horas extras”; “En conclusión, 
si estoy de acuerdo con las horas extras”). There are no transitions, and though sources are mentioned in 
order, there is no attempt to integrate them. The essay is partially understandable in terms of language 
with some errors in orthography (“agradesca”; “saven”) and almost no accentuation of words. It also shows 
few vocabulary resources and orality (“haiga”). There is little or no control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
("esque … eh uso de tecnología durante en las oficinas"; “Estaria de acuerdo si todos dejarian la … y 
convertirlo en ser un buen trabajador”). 
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