EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY GOOD
Suggests
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

ADEQUATE
Suggests
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates lack
of competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

2016 SCORING GUIDELINES

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation

TASK COMPLETION

Presentation addresses all aspects
of prompt with thoroughness and
detail

Well organized and coherent, with
a clear progression of ideas; use of
appropriate transitional elements
and cohesive devices; well-
connected discourse of paragraph
length

Cultural information is ample,
accurate, and detailed

Presentation addresses all aspects
of prompt

Well organized and coherent, with
a progression of ideas that is
generally clear; some use of
transitional elements and cohesive
devices; connected discourse of
paragraph length

Cultural information is accurate
and detailed

Presentation addresses all aspects
of prompt but may lack detail or
elaboration

Generally organized and coherent;
use of transitional elements and
cohesive devices may be
inconsistent; discourse of
paragraph length, although
sentences may be loosely
connected

Cultural information is accurate
but may lack detail

Presentation addresses topic
directly but may not address all
aspects of prompt

Portions may lack organization or
coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and cohesive
devices; disconnected sentences
Cultural information is generally
correct but has some inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic only
marginally or addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Scattered information generally
lacks organization and coherence;
minimal or no use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices;
fragmented sentences

Cultural information has several
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses prompt
only minimally

Lacks organization and coherence;
very disjointed sentences or
isolated words

Cultural information has frequent
or significant inaccuracies

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY

Natural pace and intonation, with
minimal hesitation or repetition
Accurate pronunciation (including
tones), with minimal errors
Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Smooth pace and intonation, with
occasional hesitation and repetition
Occasional errors in pronunciation
(including tones)

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Generally consistent pace and
intonation, with intermittent
hesitation and repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including tones),
which do not necessitate special
listener effort

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Inconsistent pace and intonation,
with hesitation and repetition that
interfere with comprehension
Errors in pronunciation (including
tones) sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

Use of register appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or includes
many errors

Labored pace and intonation, with
frequent hesitation and repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
constant listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

Very labored pace and intonation,
with constant hesitation and
repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
intense listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

Not in Mandarin Chinese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE

Rich and appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with minimal errors
Wide range of grammatical
structures, with minimal errors

Appropriate vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic errors

Mostly appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with errors that do
not generally obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate grammatical
structures, with errors that do
not generally obscure meaning

Limited appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with frequent errors
that sometimes obscure
meaning; intermittent
interference from another
language

Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent errors
that sometimes obscure
meaning

Minimal appropriate vocabulary,
with frequent errors that
obscure meaning; repeated
interference from another
language

Limited grammatical structures,
with frequent errors that
obscure meaning

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent errors
that significantly obscure
meaning; constant interference
from another language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures, with
frequent errors that significantly
obscure meaning



AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2016 SCORING COMMENTARY

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task assessed speaking ability in the presentational mode of communication by requiring students to
give an oral presentation on a specific Chinese cultural topic as if they were speaking to their Chinese
class. It comprised a single prompt, which identified the cultural topic and asked students to select an
example of that topic, describe it, and explain its significance. Students were allotted 4 minutes to prepare
the presentation and 2 minutes to deliver it. The response received a single holistic score based on how
well it accomplishes the assigned task. In addition to language skills, the task assessed students’ cultural
knowledge as presented in their responses.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

AR SRR, 2P RERIAk 2 Bt R o — (S RE B =R I B0 . Al N LRIReR, A= RR A — L8
ek, MR VAL, e g, BT 7 —ER Tl 2R ERHRIR S TiE
PRERIE A%, WsRZi ROREHE, Rk S 75%, CIEARE, R0 BEMA 2Bl 1. Aot
R ) 7 OREE B, MAREAN A B H O AN B AE LR . AR RS AR LB R, T HLE AR, $)E
TERAE AT AR ERAS Rkas2. ANE T RHRIRE A S TR AR, AR RERI &K 22 [ #)iE T —
5 . A%, T AR GAR At 2 BUTE ARl IO BRI . ANI@ - BRI ARk Lo i i g, KRB 7 — SRR, SR E AR T
WS, MMTERER-EH L, ARG AR EMREEAE 7 AMERERER, SE-EH-t K
FHSEANE RS, AR T, MBI LOMAFRLIAAE . B IFARE . AR A AHEARER T BB
R LS TPER R A A T NGO SRR PSS ER N = IR 2

Commentary
The response addresses the prompt with thoroughness and detail. The vivid account of the love story

between the human cowherd 4B and immortal weaver girl 4% and its significance is filled with rich
vocabulary (N JL, T8 E:, 5821, #7i8, #648) and a wide range of grammatical structures. The response is
delivered in a natural pace and intonation with accurate pronunciation.
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response

Uh JEARBE R, TEARBIR/NIRE, RIAREREI LN, RENEERIEARR land], {H2TEARTEEER N
FNATHR T o WARBARSE, BEMRHESE HRAREBHBEN, OGS ESR P B HERITR T . HEEH
B arEARB K EE, REZSIMRMIEE. 88 KElaol] T, EEARLL, AZ uh 2INFHEE, B
ATEARBA 7 55 NHIA R, SN, TERB MR ELF ), B NAFIE AR 2 Z nul]l Ao FEARREHE
AR [huod) 28, KEEEP BN 1o 5200 s b B B ERAE R BT I 7, i8R AR R,
RIS RSN S [gul R W5, SRS I — A/ B R . 18 2 HEH EE W E
s, RRTHBIRE, R9E, um FZAEARBERE, 58 H I Bl ERIEARR T T, E% 4 haod],
EH A Almingd], TERBIAEL:, JEHLF. B,

Commentary
The response addresses all aspects of the prompt and provides an appropriate answer. Pace of delivery is

generally consistent but with intermittent repetition. Errors in pronunciation and tones, such as #&[lao1],
L nul] N\, ‘K[huo4d)ZE, 415 di[gul], 6% F 4 [ming4], do not necessitate special listener effort. Use of
vocabulary and grammatical structures are mostly appropriate.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response

U, HOCERAETR, Jerry Lee AL, FRABER [gan3RMERHIH L E (7], FRAKIIE the cowherd and the

weaver girl, {HZRFNEMIEARR . EARBZMEIRAR L, PEAAFE S, FAibigr 5Es, M
a e AR 2 K 2oEED, A, WM, dhEr S SRR RO ARG EE, Wt AR B A R, i AN AR

wiEE), WA, AR L. R FEERE M EEE), Frbl, ihEF [chunl] B EAK, M
ML R R, M [chud) % army. 2842, ZEAC5, uh W) S0E8). SR SR, IRAFRIR.

AR, Jerry.

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt only marginally. Sentences are fragmented (A8 il 53 i A2, i ASAE ik
H %35 ®))), which shows limited grammatical knowledge. Frequent errors in vocabulary and pronunciation
obscure meaning (R 1%, 75 #)) and necessitate constant listener effort. Repeated interference from

English ([K At &, VR7E 111 K) is also evident.
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