EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2016 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation

TASK COMPLETION

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides a very thorough
and appropriate response;
includes elaboration and
detail

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides an appropriate
response

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides a basic but
appropriate answer

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides an appropriate
but incomplete answer

e Addresses prompt minimally
or marginally

e Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression

Natural pace with minimal
hesitation or repetition

Pronunciation virtually error free

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of
expression

Smooth pace with occasional
hesitation or repetition, which
does not distract from the
message

Infrequent or insignificant errors
in pronunciation

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Generally consistent pace with
some unnatural hesitation or
repetition

Errors in pronunciation do not
necessitate special listener effort
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register and style appropriate to
situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes
with comprehensibility

Inconsistent pace marked by
some hesitation or repetition

Errors in pronunciation
sometimes necessitate special
listener effort

Use of register and style
appropriate to situation is
inconsistent or includes many
eITors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Frequent hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener
effort

Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility

Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

e (learly does not respond to the prompt

e “Idon’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese

e Not in Japanese

e Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs

© 2016 The College Board.

Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.

LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms

Excellent use of grammar and
syntax, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with sporadic
errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, but with several
errors in complex structures or
limited to simple structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2016 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the
transcripts of students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the
sample has been excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task evaluates speaking skills in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students
respond as part of a simulated conversation. It comprises a statement in English identifying an
interlocutor and conversation topic, and a series of four related utterances in Japanese. Students
have 20 seconds to speak at each turn in the conversation. Each of the four responses receives a
holistic score based on how well it accomplishes the assigned task, and all four scores count
equally in calculating the total score.

Sample: A
Score: b

Transcript of Student Response

XU FE LT, FAOLFIIX[name of candidate] T9, 22— &, FAUX7THFEAENS, 2—& . BHARGE
WML TWET N, 2—&, BARIZHKERND L EEWET, 2 —&, IALIBBEWLE
R

Commentary

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal speaking. It provides a thorough and
appropriate response, including greetings, and self-introductory information, and history of
Japanese study and interests. The delivery demonstrates general ease of expression with minor
hesitations that do not interfere with comprehensibility. It contains an unnatural phrase; H A {Z Bil
(& X 9 &) 3% 5 & EUvvEF which does not interfere with comprehensibility. The response
uses complex grammar (FAIL 7 FF4END, 2—&. HAEZWEL TWET 2 5H)and hasa
single example of rich vocabulary (#IK). It could have earned a higher score if it had included
further elaboration and details, smoother delivery, as well as more complex grammatical structures.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response
. 1T FE LT, FLOLHIIZ[name of candidate] T3, um, 2HHZF LA LS BRANWL F
T, um, ARSI A, TAICHIL

Commentary

This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the
prompt with an appropriate greeting and basic self-introductory information, giving a first name,
but lacks additional information that might be given in the situation. The pace is inconsistent,
marked by some unnatural hesitation, and the fillers (um) are in English. It contains vocabulary
inappropriate to the situation (Z © & Z %) as well as unnatural flow (um, 85K S A, Z AT HIR).
The response would have received a higher score if it had provided additional introductory
information, demonstrated greater control of grammatical structures and used a wider variety of
vocabulary.

© 2016 The College Board.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
H—. 1T, HYVAE D, uh HARGE uhuh BAGED 0L - - 5 D DDAy ATz uh &
BWE Lz, Uh3ZWTd,

Commentary

This response demonstrates lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It lacks both a greeting
appropriate to the situation and self-introductory information. It addresses the prompt minimally in
attempting to make a comprehensible comment about camp. It contains labored expression and
repetition (uh, HANEE uh,uh; 2>, 2>, 2>A. 2>A72 nuh) which necessitate listener

effort. Insufficient vocabulary and control of syntactic structures (H ARGED > 1%« « Iy, >, D
hoy AT uh, & LU E L 72) significantly interfere with comprehensibility. The response could
have earned a higher score if it had contained an appropriate greeting and self-introductory
information.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

FROBAARGEEZ, LS LEWTT, ZTORAREOX Y T THRGEZZ SAME, TEXHL,
uth 2OF ¥ I THRANZEZD L, W, ADTZNWTT, RAUEZOF v 72, W, Aot
B, HLWEBWET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides elaboration and detail. This response is easily understood because it is well organized
and coherent with a clear progression of ideas. The flow of expression and the pacing are natural
with minimal hesitation, which does not distract from the message. Appropriate register and style
are used consistently. The response shows excellent use of grammar and syntax (~L, ~L. ; A

- 7~ ) with no errors.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
Uh, BT HARGEZ, uhbo &, uh K<LV E uh L7226, uh 2D, 7, Fv
YT TN TT,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the
prompt and provides and appropriate response, but does not include elaboration or details. The
grammatical and syntactic structures are simple and contain an error with self-correction (5% L
7znE . H. L7V 5) | The response exhibits some unnatural flow and hesitation, but it does
not interfere with comprehensibility. This response would have received a higher score if the
student had spoken at a smoother pace and with more control of grammatical and syntactic
structures as well as richer vocabulary to explicitly express the reason.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
Uh FAlL, v 72, 16, 1TV, A-7T, « -1, uhld, uh BAGE, %, uh, b9, E
FTY, o< 1 =<

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt
but it requires constant listener effort to understand. It contains labored expression and frequent
hesitation which interfere with comprehensibility. The inappropriate vocabulary usage (H 9. b
FC9) and lack of control of grammatical structures (1% 5. (X572, A - ) frequently interfere
with comprehensibility and result in fragmented language. This response would have received a
higher score if it demonstrated better control of grammatical and syntactic structures.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
b, 2oL, ZOXY 7T, BAGEOETEZMML T, fAxly, AxRARGELZMIRL T
WAARFKETDEFELTEWTY, 2L THURIZHOWTH - iR L2V T,

Commentary

This response suggests excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a very thorough and appropriate response including elaboration and details ( H ANFE D
FARMIBL T, thxle, Arle ARGEZMIRL TWDAEMED E5E L7V TT, ). The flow of
expression and the pacing are natural with minimal repetition (f4 % 72{4 4 72), and the
pronunciation is virtually error free. Appropriate register and style are used consistently. The
response shows excellent use of grammar and syntax ({44 72 H RKGEAZ 58 L CW D AERET D). It
also contains a range of appropriate vocabulary.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
A—ok, TIIT, Lk, BEFE, BT EET. b, Aod, MELET., L. MELLVLA
TI Rz,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. This response directly
addresses the prompt and is appropriate. The pace is somewhat slow and hesitant, but this does
not interfere with comprehensibility. The response contains appropriate but limited vocabulary,
and grammatical and syntactic structures are simple with some errors (Z ZIZ, 79 &). The
register is consistent and appropriate. The response would have earned a higher score had it
included detail or elaboration, used appropriate syntactic structures, and been delivered at a
smoother pace.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
zE—, FHE TR, ke BARGEEZH X TS D, #HA

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the
prompt and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer. Limited control of grammatical and
syntactic structures frequently interfere with comprehensibility. Labored expression marked by
frequent repetition with some particle errors (-fit, 7%, it &) interferes with
comprehensibility. With the use of more appropriate vocabulary and better control of grammar and
syntax, this response would have earned a higher score.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
Zob—, ZOHFE, eh EARIEEILET DN 7272 —, uh WRIENY T, £ T
b, AAROECS LETH, £AUL, uh 023, L, A 720 TT,

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a very thorough and appropriate
response by asking three questions that connect naturally. It maintains a natural pace with
minimal hesitation throughout. Register and style are used consistently and appropriately.
Grammar and syntax use are excellent (151X ¥ ) with only minimal errors (Z D # > 712 1%
shouldbe Z D+ > 7 Cld: £ T8 should be Z 4L & 1). The response demonstrates
excellence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response
ZoE— c ZORATIT, Zok—> s 2ok, —FBHERTITAET 41 - RN,
il T 7,

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic answer. Strained and unnatural
flow of expression marked by some hesitation sometimes necessitate listener effort. The
grammatical structure and vocabulary are basic and limited (— & X727 7 7 4 ©7 ). The
errors in pronunciation (i.e., Z ® 7)) sometimes necessitate special listener effort. The response
would have earned a higher score if the delivery were smoother and more questions were asked
with varied vocabulary and phrases.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
Ry, DV ET, 2o —, BRODFY LU TH - « 2 TH+ NI T, WNTT -« = o

Commentary

This response addresses the prompt marginally. The delivery is extremely labored, and fragmented
language (HARDF ¥ 7% « « ETH + « VI T, WWTT + « « A)requires listener effort.
Limited control of grammar and syntax significantly interferes with comprehensibility. This
response demonstrates a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It would have earned a
higher score if it asked a question about the Japanese language camp, the delivery were smoother,
and the language use more varied.
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