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EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD
Suggests
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE
Suggests
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2017 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation

TASK COMPLETION

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides a very thorough and
appropriate response; includes
elaboration and detail

e Smoothly connected sentences

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

e Connected sentences

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate
response

e Sentences may be loosely
connected

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides a basic but appropriate
answer

e Disconnected sentences

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate but
incomplete answer

e Fragmented sentences

o Addresses prompt minimally or
marginally

e Very disjointed sentences or
isolated words

e Mere restatement of the prompt

e (Clearly does not respond to the prompt
e “Idon’t know,” “I don’'t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Chinese

e Not in Mandarin Chinese

DELIVERY

Natural pace and intonation, with
minimal hesitation or repetition

Accurate pronunciation
(including tones), with minimal
errors

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Smooth pace and intonation, with
occasional hesitation and
repetition

Occasional errors in
pronunciation (including tones)

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Generally consistent pace and
intonation, with intermittent
hesitation and repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including tones),
which do not necessitate special
listener effort

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register appropriate to situation

Inconsistent pace and intonation,
with hesitation and repetition that
interfere with comprehension

Errors in pronunciation (including
tones) sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

Use of register appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or
includes many errors

Labored pace and intonation,
with frequent hesitation and
repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
constant listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

Very labored pace and intonation,
with constant hesitation and
repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
intense listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

e Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE

Rich and appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
minimal errors

Wide range of grammatical
structures, with minimal
errors

Appropriate vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic
errors

Mostly appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
errors that do not generally
obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
grammatical structures, with
errors that do not generally
obscure meaning

Limited appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
frequent errors that
sometimes obscure
meaning; intermittent
interference from another
language

Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that sometimes
obscure meaning

Minimal appropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning;
repeated interference from
another language

Limited grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that significantly
obscure meaning; constant
interference from another
language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures, with
frequent errors that
significantly obscure
meaning



AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2017 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the
transcripts of students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the
sample has been excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task assessed speaking ability in the interpersonal mode of communication by having
students respond to a series of questions in a simulated conversation. The task consisted of a
statement identifying an interlocutor and a conversation topic followed by six questions. Students
were allotted 20 seconds to speak at each turn in the conversation. Students should demonstrate
the ability to interact appropriately, given the specified cultural context, in an unrehearsed,
spontaneous fashion, and their responses should reflect integration of a variety of critical thinking
skills, such as analyzing, synthesizing, comparing, and evaluating, in the process of negotiating
meaning.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
PSR H W A 1L TR BRSO, 3 H AR BRI o B A AMIEAT A . AR A5
TR K R S A RE L IR TS MK, BB IR RS .

Commentary
This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a very thorough and appropriate answer
with well-connected sentences. The pace and intonation are both natural, with minimal hesitation

or repetition. Vocabulary is rich and appropriate ( J fi#, 4TI, EINARAN), and grammatical
structures are varied (%4 1, B4f, W H, R . A #E).

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response

Uh .. EPCH R, REEFRRIFENGHRE B L.

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic but appropriate response.
However, the pace is inconsistent, vocabulary is limited (K A\, #ffJH 3), and grammatical
structures are simple.
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AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2017 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
TF xued] P . uh AN, uh £ uh uh =, um JAM uh . BRI

Commentary
The response addresses the prompt only minimally with very disjointed sentences. Pace and

intonation are very labored with constant hesitation and frequent errors in pronunciation, e.g.,
[xue2] is pronounced as £:[xued|. The response also uses insufficient vocabulary and shows little
control of grammar. Except for the first short sentence, the rest of the response is fragmented.

£
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AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2017 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
FiEdb[beil| B IH H F At 5t 2 B E A, o2 R B BUE ST A  biao3]. 1 EIL i BEE
B 1 R B SCA AR S o B AR 2 RAT St B A U L HI AR

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a very thorough and appropriate answer.
Sentences are smoothly connected, and delivered in a natural pace without any hesitation or
repetition. Pronunciation is clear and accurate with minimal errors (#11%[biao3]). The response
uses rich and appropriate vocabulary (5 #8, BUfA, 34k, T, 5, 528 and accurate
grammatical structures (12 1k [beil] 5 TE H K A At 52 0 B i al, 72 A B E0E ST 3
1% [biao3]).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
R RARKHIE T, uh b5 uh IR2Z A, FrAIRAT LEIR 2 /) uh X4, uh HEISCAE. Uh .
T EEIR KT Un. . .

Commentary
The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer. Sentences are

loosely connected due to limited use of transitional elements (FTA), and the pace of delivery is
generally consistent with intermittent hesitation and repetition. The use of vocabulary and
grammatical structures is mostly appropriate, with errors (A] PAE 1R £ 1) uh 46, uh A B SC4k)
that do not generally obscure meaning.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
B R R A h- 1R 47 [haodl i) I [xiang3] H, uh i EEARMIEH, B2AR0IEHRER. L5
THH, HARE x- R URIIE H S

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt with an appropriate but incomplete answer. Sentences
are disjointed, and the pace of delivery is labored. This response contains frequent errors that
obscure meaning. For example, the meaning of /R ¥ TH H IR = and ECARIK x-¥ AR K TE H 5 is
not clear.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: b

Transcript of Student Response
WESERBIR R, B 78 LS, o — (32 5 S guo2l K- B 7732 5t A2 BRAE B 1)
BN G A, A2 R A M i b SCAR G, I R SO R AR i SR 77 7

Commentary
The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough and appropriate answer with

some elaboration (A2 K AR i 5 SCARUF). The sentences are well connected (f& 1 ...LA%h, B 41).
Pace and intonation are smooth, and the pronunciation is accurate. The response contains
appropriate vocabulary (& H 37K -F*) and a variety of grammatical structures.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response
AT uh [F A uh AGREE RS, a& 3R &, FARME uh HE uh B EEW, G
LR P, uh 1. uh FEGFANGF,  IRFE SR P e B R

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt with a basic answer ([f] uh A ARG, EEHIEK
If—%k). The pace is inconsistent, with hesitation and repetition, and the sentences are
disconnected. The response contains limited vocabulary and mostly simple grammatical structures
with errors.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
WL AR 1 AESAR SRS, AT ARE AL SORE, uh JE5T, dbst..

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt minimally (Z:F 1121t 3) with disjointed sentences. The pace
is labored with hesitation and repetition. Insufficient vocabulary and grammatical resources limit
the student's ability to respond.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
WIS B R R, ARAIE A 7B, 2 T Escis, Pl ROEE P B AT
A, RATLARE [P Bk, T HLAERRT AR B .

Commentary
The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a very thorough and appropriate answer

@Zﬁﬁ%‘aﬁ: R AT, AT RIS A TR ERE, £ T B Ak). It is presented in smoothly
connected sentences (FTLA...T H....), and the speaker speaks with accurate pronunciation and a
natural pace and intonation. The response includes rich and appropriate vocabulary, such as | fi#,
Ak, 5 B, F1E. It also has a wide range of grammatical structures with minimal errors, such as

(14T

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
Uh A [shang2fF4E — 3 uh RIS, F& uh RRAF SR AR, AT LR B
[zhul]3E um #BIFRH . (HELE uh R IRAAE .

Commentary
The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate response (5 25 uh @153

ER e NI, At e BLE Bhzhul] 3 um & B+ ). Sentences are connected, and the
pace and intonation are generally consistent, with intermittent hesitation and repetition. The
response has several errors in pronunciation (48 [shang?2], #[zhu1]) but does not necessitate special
listener effort. The response has vocabulary errors (H 3 # A ) that do not obscure meaning. It
also includes a grammatical error ({E£:A% K A 7E) that does not obscure meaning.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response

IRAE uh {E4E uh PEIFIKE, T uh —EHBE) un SAMAA, Brel s 3.

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt only marginally (FIZ/E uh F7E uh H B 1% %) without
providing an appropriate and clear answer. Its insufficient vocabulary and grammatical structures
with errors significantly obscure meaning in the last sentence fragment (B Ath 44 3 [5)4th).
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 5

Sample: A
Score: b

Transcript of Student Response
KHEMuh FH, uh TSR ESEN NGRS, SRR T SOKCPIRE, IR AH %
W, REEIRRAE, PEGRIFIRIL, SRR AR ER A SR PGS 2 uh B EEGE B .

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough and detailed answer (¥ 15
B ) e 2 RN GRS FRIE AR IR A F:H [B]) with further elaboration (HF [ A G AR Al A &5 ) BR
PEHR A2 . T PH). The response is delivered in a smooth pace with occasional hesitation.
Appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures are used with sporadic errors (e.g., ¥ 25 H
instead of ¥ 21 [E]; ¥1FK...instead of H I F). However, the errors do not obscure meaning.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response
Uh JEG L BIR, SR ey, FAaPBER un FIRE . A—8, ked
—{E 1R [hen2] ¥ ¢ 5% uh adapt Hr IR .

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic but appropriate answer #x # 5 74
BRI Ty, R AR B b SE [ 1 3R 5 A — %K. The pace of the response is generally consistent,
with intermittent hesitation and repetition. Use of vocabulary is appropriate. There is a
grammatical error (e.g., Tt & H —1#1R [hen2] ¥ %) that obscures meaning.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
I E uh K2y uh FRAT AT DLERIE (A SCAE um HH B um B06 uh sh- AT PLERBUE T,

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt only minimally: i@ ... [K] %.... The response is presented
with very disjointed sentences (e.g., A 7] LLEEIE il HH SCAE um HE ) um B7 uh sh-) and a
labored pace with constant hesitation. It also shows little control of grammatical structures. Except
for the last sentence (7] LA I H 3C) the rest of the response contains grammatical errors.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 6

Sample: A
Score: b

Transcript of Student Response
W RMEAE g- FSEP RS EAR GBS, . 7oz g, RIMeTLERE. W
flM s S Ty, 25 T RPN SRS, A AR T S R BT RE T

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt (2% H B /) 2% Jiz 44 5 iy BB 5%, 1 A vp B8 1) 25 A S0 4k)

and provides a thorough and appropriate answer that includes elaboration and detail, for example:

£ TdbR2 %, FAMTLLEES . RARMHCE 257 . It is presented with connected sentences

and a smooth pace and intonation. The response uses appropriate vocabulary and a variety of
grammatical structures (87..., & &% B, 25 VA6 248, #81M .. 5E ...) with sporadic errors, such
as .. M7, fEit.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response
. AR [zhuS FE I XN, AT DR uh 5% —af 2 R 0 Rp g vl DU BE, R e
ELHRRR, . um S,

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic but appropriate answer ({£7£H
B X N E; ZRiC1k). Sentences are disconnected (e.q., i — a2 B IRFZ ] DA, FniE &L
FLgERE . . um 3C4b), and the pace and intonation are inconsistent and labored with hesitation.
The response contains limited vocabulary and mostly simple grammatical structures (e.g., FAF

[zhuB]AEH B AN, AT DARAAM uh & — a2 B A e mT DL JE).

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
OK, fELIAIR x- I8 [xi3 wang?2] uh sh- ZEH B, uh i TAE, uh.

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer
(F5 BB AE P B TAF) without mentioning the "why" part of the prompt. The pace and intonation are
labored with frequent hesitation. It also contains minimal vocabulary and limited grammatical

structures (£ PAB IR x- I A uh sh- fEH B, uh 5 T1F).
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