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EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY GOOD
Suggests
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

ADEQUATE
Suggests
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates lack
of competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

UNACCEPTABLE

Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2017 SCORING GUIDELINES

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation

TASK COMPLETION

Presentation addresses all aspects
of prompt with thoroughness and
detail

Well organized and coherent, with
a clear progression of ideas; use of
appropriate transitional elements
and cohesive devices; well-
connected discourse of paragraph
length

Cultural information is ample,
accurate, and detailed

Presentation addresses all aspects
of prompt

Well organized and coherent, with
a progression of ideas that is
generally clear; some use of
transitional elements and cohesive
devices; connected discourse of
paragraph length

Cultural information is accurate
and detailed

Presentation addresses all aspects
of prompt but may lack detail or
elaboration

Generally organized and coherent;
use of transitional elements and
cohesive devices may be
inconsistent; discourse of
paragraph length, although
sentences may be loosely
connected

Cultural information is accurate
but may lack detail

Presentation addresses topic
directly but may not address all
aspects of prompt

Portions may lack organization or
coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and cohesive
devices; disconnected sentences
Cultural information is generally
correct but has some inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic only
marginally or addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Scattered information generally
lacks organization and coherence;
minimal or no use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices;
fragmented sentences

Cultural information has several
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses prompt
only minimally

Lacks organization and coherence;
very disjointed sentences or
isolated words

Cultural information has frequent
or significant inaccuracies

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY

Natural pace and intonation, with
minimal hesitation or repetition
Accurate pronunciation (including
tones), with minimal errors
Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Smooth pace and intonation, with
occasional hesitation and repetition
Occasional errors in pronunciation
(including tones)

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Generally consistent pace and
intonation, with intermittent
hesitation and repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including tones),
which do not necessitate special
listener effort

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Inconsistent pace and intonation,
with hesitation and repetition that
interfere with comprehension
Errors in pronunciation (including
tones) sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

Use of register appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or includes
many errors

Labored pace and intonation, with
frequent hesitation and repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
constant listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

Very labored pace and intonation,
with constant hesitation and
Tepetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
intense listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

Not in Mandarin Chinese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE

Rich and appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with minimal errors

Wide range of grammatical
structures, with minimal errors

Appropriate vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic errors

Mostly appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with errors that do
not generally obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate grammatical
structures, with errors that do
not generally obscure meaning

Limited appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with frequent errors
that sometimes obscure
meaning; intermittent
interference from another
language

Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent errors
that sometimes obscure
meaning

Minimal appropriate vocabulary,
with frequent errors that
obscure meaning; repeated
interference from another
language

Limited grammatical structures,
with frequent errors that
obscure meaning

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent errors
that significantly obscure
meaning; constant interference
from another language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures, with
frequent errors that significantly
obscure meaning



AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2017 SCORING COMMENTARY

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the
transcripts of students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the
sample has been excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task assessed speaking ability in the presentational mode of communication by requiring
students to give an oral presentation on a specific Chinese cultural topic as if they were speaking
to their Chinese class. It consisted of a single prompt, which identified the cultural topic and asked
students to select an example of that topic, describe it, and explain its significance. Students were
allotted 4 minutes to prepare and 2 minutes to deliver their presentation. In addition to linguistic
accuracy in forming coherent and cohesive discourse, students should demonstrate cultural
appropriateness in describing and analyzing the specified cultural practice, product, or
perspective. Responses to this question should demonstrate accurate cultural knowledge.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

%¢l@mﬁ—ﬂ#ﬁ%%%i%%@ %ﬁ%%ﬂ@oﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ$¢ﬁ%@$%%—ﬂi,
R FEE, MREAELOKGERSE, BINGEgIEF EER N AT RE AR R
g#m #$,%% FFIE, £F @@zw,% A ZHE SRR, BUAR R IERE RS 1T
HIE e AR I AR BT AR AR A B . BRBIAGR, FEPRAE, MRREWFFErE R R AR, BRI AR
A, IR, EEERE N EEWEEHED, wthERES, Ris 7T MITALE,
NETHGHRBBEHENES, BA—TTEINEZE, MMAEZE, H&E, mas
TARHNEATE, M EELEME . BHEGE T X AZHNEE, FHAENEEEGKKE, £X
FEERM, 1827 RN ML R N R A L — i BEOLREE) . R IREE 2 AL st
FRARE AR, mHREZ PR CES) . B, MR REARE SR IEE), BNk T
AENZARBH 0 ISR, RN 8 D8] A o B A 0 B, TR B AR PR

Commentary

The response addresses all aspects of the prompt with thoroughness and detail. It provides a clear
and accurate description of the practice of 54 f, and is particularly strong in its cultural
significance. The progression of ideas is clear with good use of transitional elements and cohesive
devices (1fi1 H., 22451 2k 55, K ). The pace of delivery is natural with good intonation and minimal
hesitation or repetition. Linguistic characteristics of the response include rich and appropriate
vocabulary (53, M35, T AEaG, FERAE, A Y, BrEBl&, 1iEE ) and a wide range of
grammatical structures (/& . AF.. ANEZ. .. BT ..1.).

© 2017 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2017 SCORING COMMENTARY

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response

A SE A [ R AP AR AN LT, A R IR 3 A2 AL [hongl bao3]. 1EH BIAL 5 [hongl bao3]/R
B, BRI E, K Alda3renll#G % TALHL, ALGEE. (RIVES. €. Difiss, &
#i%[hai3], 1R h- A6, RIRSEALE, ROXNGIRAGRIRAE, K [dian3]# L, i
ERE A SRR, M R, RS AR A RN . AR AT I Rx, &, FRAE,
P [xiangdl . 3. 3. TREAE L huadlREE, KARKRFMPTHEZERRHERT
5%, DRAEZIRSRfE, SR8, &, K, WTLUE, REH KRG E([shud]. G BIFRPALCHRE,
T REBAL, BORART .

Commentary

While lacking in details, the response addresses all aspects of the prompt by providing an accurate
description of the practice of 44411, as well as its cultural significance (FHI R N LA TRAL LI FE
{5, —7E[dian3]#EB-C, AR EABT SRR, b E B3R, R M E R KRR K N). The
response consists of generally consistent pace and intonation, with intermittent hesitation, and
several errors in tones: "hongl bao3" (4[44), “da3 ren2” (K N ). However, these errors do not
necessitate special listener effort. The vocabulary and grammatical structures are mostly
appropriate with some errors that do not obscure meaning (e.qg., e K18, K2 EFH[shud)).

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response

Uh 1% uh 7%, uh A REEARFI & uh I T8 . o E 2 AE uh HFEIRHE. Um EEEMEE, uh
N FEARM [guid] ¥, uh fEFE, £ EERAHER T, #EREE, um ZE[?1&EZE?2MK, uh Bril
uh BN, BEAABKSE. Um EMEBIE um BN Z TR, KIRE?], B um KA, uh R—1{E
RIEFIIFIE . Un PEBIAS uh BERA S, WA . um Frbl . A —E %, uh —E B HFEM um §
H. Uh#EM .. um .. [N &long pause and hesitation], uh AMMIAEH SEGEEFRE, ATPA uh FE
N

Commentary

The response addresses the topic only marginally by mentioning #EE#k#E. It contains one major
cultural inaccuracy, specifically, ¥/ 8 /& 7E & # % . Furthermore, it does not explain the cultural
significance of the dance. Information is not well-organized but rather is delivered in a scattered
fashion. Fragmented sentences (e.g., fEIE i, uh AMMEEAM (guid] T, uh 7EH#E, £
FEM NI, $82k#E 2, um Z[?]&EIZ[?1K), frequent hesitation, and errors in vocabulary (1%, %158
IRH 4, 718 1 H) necessitate constant listener effort.
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