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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2017 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation

EXCELLENT .
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD .
Suggests

emerging

excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD .
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE .
Suggests

emerging
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK .
Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK .
Demonstrates

lack of

competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing .

that earns credit .

TASK COMPLETION

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a very thorough and
appropriate response;

includes elaboration and
detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate
response

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a basic but
appropriate answer

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate but
incomplete answer

Addresses prompt minimally
or marginally

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression

Natural pace with minimal
hesitation or repetition

Pronunciation virtually error free

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of
expression

Smooth pace with occasional
hesitation or repetition, which
does not distract from the
message

Infrequent or insignificant errors
in pronunciation

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses
Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Generally consistent pace with
some unnatural hesitation or
Iepetition

Errors in pronunciation do not
necessitate special listener effort
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register and style appropriate to
situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes
with comprehensibility
Inconsistent pace marked by
some hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation sometimes
necessitate special listener effort
Use of register and style
appropriate to situation is
inconsistent or includes many
errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility

Frequent hesitation or repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener effort

Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility

Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt

“Idon’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese

Not in Japanese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms

Excellent use of grammar and
syntax, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, with
sporadic

errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms
Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, but
with several errors in complex
structures or limited to simple
structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2017 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the
transcripts of students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the
sample has been excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task evaluates speaking skills in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students
respond as part of a simulated conversation. It comprises a statement in English that identifies an
interlocutor and conversation topic and a series of four related utterances in Japanese. Students
have 20 seconds to speak at each turn in the conversation. Each of the four responses receives a
holistic score based on how well it accomplishes the assigned task, and all four scores count
equally in calculating the total score.

On this year’s exam, students participated in a conversation with Hiroko Kikuchi, the president of
an environmental club, about global warming. To successfully respond to the prompt, students had
to (1) respond to the initial inquiry appropriately, (2) state their preference for gasoline-powered
cars versus electric cars, (3) explain that preference, and (4) state a preferred day for a follow-up
conversation.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

X, 7. FLoLTiIE[name of candidate] T4, T. LALLKBHEWLET, FUIFKTWHA
A TR HERIRAL DRI A B E L7z 6, #HIBKIRIR T —FRE REEE BnEd, IAEB
FEWVLET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides a very thorough and appropriate response, including a natural formulaic response (&
A L < BJEV L % 97). The flow of expression and the pacing are natural, and the pronunciation is
virtually error free. Appropriate register and style are used consistently. There is rich vocabulary (&
i) and idioms (~&HWE L7265, ~1Z—FF K& 72 ). The response shows excellent use of
grammar and syntax with a single error ([ & % 9~ should be [B#H7Z & BV E 97) which does
not interfere with comprehensibility.
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2017 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1 (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
Ah, [F—W, EALSBBEWLET, HERBALEALDPWIZONT, MITHEWVTIEIN,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal communication. It directly and
appropriately addresses the prompt with a clear response to the question (IZV>, XA L < BFEW
L £ 7). It contains unnatural flow of expressions (IZ—\>, #EKIS A & A7) which do not
interfere with comprehensibility. The use of idioms is consistent and appropriate to the situation
(~ZHOW T, T HREIVT), and the pronunciation is generally error free. It would have earned a
higher score if it had included a greater variety of vocabulary and more elaboration and detail.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
b5, HEKD + c WNBRATTI, Uh: - E0n, #EKO - - RKEIT Y £7,

Commentary

This response suggests lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the
prompt and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer. It includes frequent hesitation

(Uh » + 72/25). The final utterance (MEKD « - K5 &2 BT VY F 9°) demonstrates insufficient
vocabulary and limited control of grammatical and syntactic structures. This response would have
received a higher score if it had addressed the prompt appropriately.
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2017 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

EREMEOEDTNA V) U EFEIFHLY bW EBNET, 2856, VU U a#HHE
X, 2. HEKIBBRAALOREZ RFERDO—D L7 >TNDHNHTT, BROFNT I TN EEWN
£95

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides elaboration with rich vocabulary (MIERIEREL D K X 725K D —->). The flow of
expression and the pacing are natural with no errors. Appropriate register and style are used
consistently. The response shows excellent use of grammar (JR[KD—> L 72> T\ 5H; T3 TULIL
EEWED).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
LhAA, BROBEOFNNINEBNET,

Commentary

The response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the
prompt and provides an appropriate response (5. B J7 73 Y). The grammatical structures
are simple and contain no errors. The response would have received a higher score if it had
included a greater variety of vocabulary and/or elaboration.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
(T, Y Y3 e sun, R - - e o - BSZRWTY, Uh, BRIFE T, K

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt,
but it requires constant listener effort to understand. The expression is labored and the response
contains frequent hesitations and fragmented language (% > U »73% « « uh, 4 - « 72) which
interfere with comprehensibility. This response would have received a higher score if it had
demonstrated better control of vocabulary and grammatical structures.
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2017 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

b, BERL, AV Y YV DT, b #iEROZERIZ, B bkFELHL T, 2
—. HiEKZ, O, HEKOBERIZOL WL TT, THEXOHEIT, HARLDONRRNNG, H#
B, Icwvn e g,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It provides a thorough and
appropriate response, including comparison between a negative aspect of gasoline-powered cars
and a positive aspect of electric cars. The delivery is natural, and exhibits general ease of

expression with minor hesitation or repetition. It contains an unnatural phrase (#1ERD 5 SR IZHEW,
H A7 H D DY) which does not interfere with comprehensibility. The response uses complex
grammar (72872 5, ~N5H T, |, H LT, ~B7e0nn s, #ERIZV U & U E 97) and contains
rich vocabulary (2 bR, HIER HR).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
YV DL, HEROEENES 0D, ) 30 b,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the
prompt with an appropriate reason for not using gasoline-powered cars, but lacks additional
information that might be given in the situation. The pace is generally consistent with some
unnatural hesitation. It contains a phrase inappropriate to the situation (MUEROEEFENIEL 72 5). It
uses appropriate grammar structure with self-correction (< 725, 72 ¥ ¥ 7). The response
would have received a higher score if it had provided additional pros and cons of gasoline-powered
cars, demonstrated greater control of grammatical structures, and used a wider variety of
vocabulary.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
b, BR - cH DB D He K WDWNTT,

Commentary

This response demonstrates a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It lacks reasons
appropriate to the situation. It addresses the prompt minimally in attempting to make a
comprehensible comment about electric cars. It contains labored expression and repetition ( = -
&+ « & + - ) which necessitate listener effort. Insufficient vocabulary and control of syntactic
structures significantly interfere with comprehensibility. The response could have earned a higher
score if it had contained an appropriate reason, not only stating preference.
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2017 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

XV, RilE, £y, ARAVKEER N, SREHD, WHEAWD, & BOWET, 2o
L. KR EARBERIZIZ, NL—FR—D, 2ok, HERHDLOT, TOHIL, TEAWVE
BnET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. The response directly addresses
the prompt thoroughly and appropriately, including several choices and a reason why the other
days of the week would not work. The expression flows naturally and is easily understood.
Pronunciation is almost error free except for a few insignificant mispronunciations that do not
interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., V¥ 5 £ AV W should be —F VY 88UV E 9 should be B
VN F 7). A variety of appropriate and rich vocabulary is used (e.g., /N L —R—/ /LD Z O H X
T&E 72\, The response uses excellent grammar and syntax (e.g., ~ & HWE T HEH 1 H LD T
N

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
TV, Zob—, RKEAMER, 2—&, 4AKHSHWV, WWNTT, ZL T, oL, KERDH
WNT,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the
prompt and provides an appropriate response. The unnatural flow of expression does not interfere
with comprehensibility. It consistently uses register and style appropriate to the situation. The
vocabulary is appropriate but limited. The sentence structures are simple and contain some
ambiguous expressions (e.g., 4 KEfE] < H VY, WU TFY). This response could have earned a higher
score if it had included elaboration or detail and used a wider variety of vocabulary and complex
syntactic structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
S, um, KB, 2-5A. £H ¢ cumm, 2 & L, B, umm, ¢ ¢

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly and
appropriately addresses the prompt but does so incompletely, as it fails to provide a complete
answer. The labored expression, the inappropriate use of vocabulary (Z & L), and the limited
control of syntactic structure interfere with comprehensibility. This response could have earned a
higher score if it had provided a complete answer with better control of language.
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