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EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
writing

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
interpersonal
writing

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
writing

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
interpersonal
writing

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
writing

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
writing

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2017 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat

TASK COMPLETION

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a very thorough and
appropriate response; includes
elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate response

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a basic but appropriate
answer

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate but
incomplete answer

Addresses prompt minimally or
marginally

Mere restatement of the prompt

Clearly does not respond to the prompt

DELIVERY

Natural, easily flowing
expression

Orthography and mechanics
virtually error free

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of
expression

Infrequent or insignificant
errors in orthography and
mechanics

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere
with comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics do not interfere with
readability

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register and style appropriate to
situation

Strained or unnatural flow

of expression sometimes
interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics may be frequent
or interfere with readability
Use of register and style
appropriate to situation is
inconsistent or includes many
errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics frequent or interfere
with readability

Frequent use of register and
style inappropriate to situation

Labored expression

constantly interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics very frequent or
significantly interfere with
readability

Constant use of register and
style inappropriate to situation

“I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese

Not in Japanese
Blank
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms

Excellent use of grammar and
syntax, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with sporadic
errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms
Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, but with several
errors in complex structures or
limited to simple structures

Some inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of
grammatical and syntactic
structures frequently
interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of
grammatical and syntactic
structures significantly
interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1
Sample: A

T, A THEBNWTTIIWN, BTNy FEFSTZFERH YV EF, ZOFFELZELAIILTNE
B

Sample: B
W ES L, FTRy RBICOENET,
Sample: C

TV, FEiERy LA
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2017 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.

Overview

Text Chat 1—-6 evaluates writing skills in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students
respond as part of a simulated exchange of text-chat messages. The prompt comprises a statement
in English identifying an interlocutor and conversation topic, and a series of six brief messages to
which students respond. Each message consists of a chat entry in Japanese and a brief direction in
English that provides guidance on what is expected in the response. Students have 90 seconds to
read the message and respond at each turn in the text-chat exchange. Each of the six responses
receives a holistic score based on how well it accomplishes the assigned task, and all six scores
count equally in calculating the total score.

On this year’s exam, students participated in a text chat with Takeo Yamada, a student at their sister
school, on the topic of pet ownership. To successfully respond to the prompt, students needed to (1)
respond to an initial inquiry, (2) discuss what pets are popular among their friends, (3) discuss the
benefits of pet ownership, (4) give advice to convince the interlocutor’s mother to allow a pet, (5) give
their opinion about Japanese pet cafes, and (6) ask one or more questions about pets in Japan.

Sample: A
Score: 5

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the
prompt and provides a thorough and appropriate response with some elaboration (FAIZ~X > b % i
STZERHY 9, ZOFEEHLAIZ L TWET). It generally exhibits ease of expression. There
are no errors in orthography and mechanics. It also displays consistent use of register. Although it
uses appropriate grammatical structures, the expression Z DFE& 3 LAIZ L TWE T is
somewhat awkward in this context. If this response had contained a more appropriate expression,
such as Z DFHEILE LW T9 L4, it would have earned a higher score.

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the
prompt and provides a basic but appropriate answer. Unnatural flow of expression, inappropriate
use of grammar (%1%, ¢ T should be M 5Z1Z13), errors in use of punctuation, and use of
hiragana instead of kanji (IZUNE VW E 9 should be X UV F 77) sometimes interfere with
readability and comprehensibility. This response would have earned a higher score if it had
demonstrated better control of grammatical structures.

Sample: C
Score: 1

This response demonstrates a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. Insufficient vocabulary
and idioms, and limited control of grammatical and syntactic structures, result in a very
fragmented and incomplete response. This response would have earned a higher score had the first
sentence included more than just [Z\>, such as [Z\>, £ 9 F ; TV, WNTT L ; IXv, Z2AT

HEWTL7ZE 0,
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2017 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 2
Sample: A

OB TANRN DDy MIREHTT, WObLZOFFENH TS DL, KEITWOLEFL
BVRH D F9,

Sample: B
FGEDIZ, REJDRy FRH Y 7,
Sample: C

e, FORy MZAKR LR, BV A41% LA TT,
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 2

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and gives two examples, then elaborates by commenting further on the topic. For the most part,
the expressions are natural and flowing. It displays consistent use of register, and is virtually free of

orthographic and mechanical errors. It contains examples of more advanced vocabulary such as &
& and &5 L& \). The response is free of grammatical errors and includes some relatively advanced
structures (Nx3 & 5 X b, HHT<L % &). This response would have been stronger without the
repetition of VL > %, and also had the student produced a more natural phrase than Z XV D b
LAV H Y 9, suchas KiEELFELET.

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the
prompt and provides a basic but appropriate answer by giving two examples. The expression is not
quite natural, with some errors in grammar and word choice (KFED L, KEFH DXy K X FHQ
&V %£79). The vocabulary and grammar are basic. This response would have earned a higher
score had it displayed better control of grammatical structures and included more detail or
elaboration.

Sample: C
Score: 1

This response addresses the prompt only minimally by mentioning pets. The student may be trying
to explain that some pet is not popular (£ D FMIZ A5 L <721 but because no specific pets
are mentioned, the meaning is unclear. Insufficient control of vocabulary makes the second
sentence incomprehensible, as the meanings of £'> 7 A («“X> % .7?) and (L A1 ) are unclear.
This response would have earned a higher score had it demonstrated sufficient control of

vocabulary and grammar to give a direct answer to the prompt.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 3
Sample: A

Ny FEfAoTWnD &, BMITHESTL2HENTETETHNDWEBWET, fhiz~y M,
DHOWVNNE AR L AZWNNTT,

Sample: B

FORBEDLy MIFELATT, 2 EANWNWT ERNWEENWET, —FK, Xy MNIKE
TFK, Xy bEHERITELNTT,

Sample: C

AT, BT, AT EBSH 9
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 3

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides a very thorough and appropriate response, including elaboration and detail. Excellent
use of syntactic structures with no errors (~CW\5 &, ~NTE T~ EHWET, ). The
response flows easily for the most part and exhibits ease of expression. There is an error in particle
usage (E1Z should be 1% &) but it does not interferes with comprehensibility. The register and
style are appropriate and consistent. The cohesive device il is used effectively. Using A ~ L A
%72 < T DIZW instead of A B L A2 might have enhanced the quality of the response.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response. It consistently uses register and style appropriate to the
situation. The vocabulary is appropriate but limited. The sentence structures are simple and
contain some errors that do not interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., VMM Z & 3D, B2 5 13).
Strained flow of expression and mistakes on mechanics, such as inappropriate location of comma,
do not interfere with comprehensibility (—#&. X MIAEET . ). This response could have
earned a higher score if it had included elaboration or detail, and used a wider variety of vocabulary
and syntactic structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It attempts to directly
address the prompt. However, the labored nature of the expression and the choice of verbs result in
ambiguity about whether the student is writing about the benefit of having a pet, or about things
beneficial to pets (X T, fik A T seem likely to be referring to what pets do, rather than what
humans do.) The response would have earned a higher score had it been clear that the student
understood the question and was answering it directly.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 4
Sample: A
BNRIAIZHERSAETBI LT, Xy FODPDWIZHZ TN ERWET, #ETHhDVING
DOPFEIZEBNETNE, FUIFADRHI L D BWE LG, LBy FPGFEITR0 F
L7z,
Sample: B
BREIACITRTDIEZI NN, AEFETHTIEL LW BRES AL
Sample: C

LRAMEEDET L E<{Zsh
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2017 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides a very thorough and appropriate answer. The response begins with offering advice,

and then provides elaboration and detail with respect to that specific advice (# TH 7OV EH D
NIHZ 72 FAORHZZE 9 EVVE L72). The delivery exhibits natural and easy flowing expression,
though the second statement is slightly unnatural (FAFELD 5 {8 £ 73). Orthography and
mechanics are almost error free (337> A should be 37 & = A). The response uses consistent
register and style appropriate to the situation. The response contains rich vocabulary (5 % A &, it
BH, > h D7) &) and excellent use of syntactic and grammatical structures (FETH, ~ & &
W E T2 5) with minimal errors (22 72 Y should be 28 2. 72 5 W)\ Y: 4% 2273 should be BEIT).

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. This response directly addresses
the prompt and provides an appropriate response (F+k & A & 137297). Unnatural flow of
expression with no transitional elements does not interfere with comprehensibility. The errors in
orthography (~~ & should be <~~~ ) and mechanics (no punctuation at the end) do not interfere
with readability. The use of register and style of this response are appropriate to the situation. It
uses appropriate but limited vocabulary (& T%, 77/L 5 L) and grammatical and syntactic
structures with minimal errors (IZ72 3 MD1ZF 9 73 should be %72 L721F 9 23; 7>/ should be
M5 72\, If the response contained richer vocabulary and more elaboration or detail using more
complex grammatical structures, it would have earned a higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the
prompt and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer (X° < & < % sh). This syntactically
incomplete response has frequent errors in orthography (H<°A & shouldbe H R A & EHFT 5
should be ##>% 9 %) which interfere with comprehensibility. The response could have earned a
higher score if it had demonstrated better control of language use, in a complete sentence,
advising to make a promise to take care of the pet properly.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 5
Sample: A

W DEMWNTX TENE, ZOBERAD 720N EBENEST, 22870 b, AxiIrbn
WAy kEERET NG,

Sample: B

FTIWERIWET, RTINy FPRFENOT T 2 TN & TY,
Sample: C

AR FTIv, rbuhne e EnZEBBLR
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 5

Sample: A
Score: b

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the
prompt and provides a thorough and appropriate response. It generally exhibits ease of expression.

It uses a variety of vocabulary (E14#), 72¥72 ©) and appropriate grammatical and syntactic
structures (~7H~ & B FE T 2 5~ 5) with one error (W) 72 & BV E T should be WY
VY & BV E ). If this response had used richer vocabulary and idioms, and contained more
elaboration, it would have earned a higher score.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response. The response uses appropriate but limited vocabulary (3~
VN, K4f&, W), and contains an error in orthography (/& 9 VY% 9~ should be B NE 9). It
exhibits appropriate use of grammatical structures (~ & U E 9 ~2 5 ~T7), but with some
errors (™ N KAFEZ 75 should be < NN KAFZ 727> 5). If the response had contained richer
vocabulary and more elaboration or detail, and had used more complex grammatical structures, it
would have earned a higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 1

This response demonstrates a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. The opinion being
expressed is off-topic as it concerns pets and not pet cafes. The mention of X kb (\X> k) isa
minimal connection to the prompt. Limited control of grammar (723 Y & should be 72 < )
and frequent errors in orthography (X b should be X k, 72< &n Z & shouldbe 72< SAD Z
L, BE Lz should be #F L Z) significantly interfere with comprehensibility.

© 2017 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2017 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 6
Sample: A
I, ARIZ—FEALIDEH Ly MIZRATT N, BRIy M EETN GRS Y £
Dy BRTRy NORBRWLIEAREZATNHD 30, BARTNy Mibtld/z< SAH D F
—g‘z))o
Sample: B

TWVERIZRH Y £9, BRTIZED SO LR FHICARBH DA TT 0 BHART—EFENDOT
WD A0 L7 AT DN

Sample: C

FATI~Ny FE s c
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 6

Sample: A
Score: b

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the
prompt thoroughly and appropriately and includes elaboration. It exhibits general ease of
expression. It contains complex structures in —#&F A2 % X b and #EIL41 5 H5PT. The errors
(AARIZ—%& NX should be H AR T—#F AX; X415 should be i< %) do not interfere with
comprehensibility. A variety of appropriate vocabulary is used (£ T, %FT). The grammar and
syntax are very good, and appropriate register and style are used consistently. The response could
have earned a higher score if it had a greater variety of sentence structures.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly and appropriately
addresses the prompt. The unnatural flow of expression (H A CT—Z& 2> TV 5 <D & L should
be H AR THARIN—ZFED > T 5y ;) and inappropriate vocabulary (& @ should be £ A
7% in this situation) do not interfere with comprehensibility. The errors in mechanics (J%V VE [ 73
&V F£79 should be TV, EI23% ¥ %£79°) and orthography (+<-> & should be X k; 7> > T\
% should be 7> TW %) only slightly interfere with readability. Simple sentence structures are
used throughout the response. It consistently uses register and style appropriate to the situation.
This response could have earned a higher score if it had included elaboration or detail, and used a
wider variety of vocabulary and syntactic structures.

Sample: C
Score: 1

This response demonstrates a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It addresses the prompt
only marginally by mentioning pets. It displays insufficient vocabulary, and the student refers to
him/herself, rather than clearly starting a question about pets in Japan. Limited control of grammar
is demonstrated in the inability to compete a question. The response would have earned a higher
score if it had clearly responded to the prompt and demonstrated better control of language use.
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