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EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD
Suggests
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE
Suggests
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2018 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation

TASK COMPLETION

Directly addresses

prompt and provides a

very thorough and

appropriate response;
includes elaboration

and detail

Smoothly connected

sentences
Directly addresses

prompt and provides a

thorough and

appropriate response;

may include

elaboration and detail
Connected sentences

Directly addresses

prompt and provides an
appropriate response

Sentences may be
loosely connected

Directly addresses

prompt and provides a
basic but appropriate

answer
Disconnected
sentences

Directly addresses

prompt and provides an

appropriate but
incomplete answer

Fragmented sentences

Addresses prompt
minimally or
marginally

Very disjointed

sentences or isolated

words

DELIVERY
Natural pace and intonation, with
minimal hesitation or repetition
Accurate pronunciation (including
tones), with minimal errors
Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Smooth pace and intonation, with
occasional hesitation and repetition
Occasional errors in pronunciation
(including tones)

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Generally consistent pace and
intonation, with intermittent
hesitation and repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including tones),
which do not necessitate special
listener effort

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
appropriate to situation
Inconsistent pace and intonation,
with hesitation and repetition that
interfere with comprehension
Errors in pronunciation (including
tones) sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

Use of register appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or includes
many errors

Labored pace and intonation, with
frequent hesitation and repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
constant listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

Very labored pace and intonation,
with constant hesitation and
repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
intense listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

Mere restatement of the prompt
Clearly does not respond to the prompt
“I don’t know,” “I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Chinese

Not in Mandarin Chinese
Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich and appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with minimal errors
Wide range of grammatical
structures, with minimal errors

Appropriate vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic errors

Mostly appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with errors that do
not generally obscure meaning
Mostly appropriate grammatical
structures, with errors that do not
generally obscure meaning

Limited appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with frequent errors
that sometimes obscure meaning;
intermittent interference from
another language

Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent errors
that sometimes obscure meaning

Minimal appropriate vocabulary,
with frequent errors that obscure
meaning; repeated interference
from another language

Limited grammatical structures,
with frequent errors that obscure
meaning

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent errors
that significantly obscure
meaning; constant interference
from another language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures, with
frequent errors that significantly
obscure meaning
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been excerpted.
Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This question assessed speaking ability in the interpersonal mode of communication by having students
respond to a series of questions in a simulated conversation. The task comprised a statement identifying an
interlocutor and conversation topic followed by six questions. Students were allotted 20 seconds to speak at
each turn in the conversation. Students should demonstrate the ability to interact appropriately, given the
specified cultural context, in an unrehearsed, spontaneous fashion, and the responses should reflect the
integration of a variety of critical thinking skills — such as analyzing, synthesizing, comparing, and evaluating
— in the process of meaning negotiation.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
WERMhER, SEEYYEEILR L, AR 2 @, SAEEE, W HBRER a2 A B AR o] DRI, R4y
WM A E, PERRE R E B . SR1% 4 B i e sh-.

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt directly and provides a very thorough and appropriate answer with
minimal hesitation or repetition. Pronunciation is accurate. Rich vocabulary and idioms are used (b1,
SRR, 37 H., FEls). A wide range of grammatical structures is used. (§€, W H., 2 BREHS AT LA, B4, S/1%)

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response
ZhfGF ! % uhuh %, FIGEERMER uh A2 HEREE, BG4 IR E A W ERE Y A1 — uh.

Commentary
The response addresses the prompt and provides a basic but appropriate answer (F55i% R4 37 uh 4 H HL4%).
Sentences are disconnected with limited appropriate vocabulary. Pace is inconsistent with hesitation.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
Uh FRER G T imat . . w4

Commentary
The response minimally accomplishes the task, with a very labored pace, constant hesitation, and repetition.
The vocabulary is insufficient with little control of grammatical structures.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student Response
FAMEBHN T uh FEAS [xiao2] MU, HLAIBARIAIEF REY. FEFEEMHEE [shi2], A DAFRAMER 2R .
T H A 7 HEE 03, B ARAMER 1211

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer that includes elaboration with
some detail (EL g R FA JEH K. JE% EER %R [shiz], ArblIMER 22 n%3R). Sentences are connected
with occasional hesitation and repetition. Pronunciation is not error-free, but the pace of delivery is smooth.
Use of vocabulary and grammatical structures is very appropriate.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
AT [liaod] IR Z W H, FI .. uh JbE KIS [wend] (LATZ K H TG,

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate, but not thorough, answer. The
response is relatively short but contains generally consistent pace and intonation with intermittent hesitation
and repetition (F A1 HI1R £ 57t FW0 ... W21 5 7). Use of vocabulary and grammatical structures is mostly
appropriate.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
MAMER LG DI h4EY), uh A E R &, PR RS uh uh R AR AE HPR4E.

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer. The response
describes what people did at the birthday party (45 #%5#&%, uh 4 & 5587 £ &) but not what people talked
about. The pace of delivery and language use might be appropriate, but the answer suggests the respondent is
weak in interpersonal speaking.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student Response
Uh RAFEHEDE T — 164, NARESE uh #EE M. /1% um R EF A H BT 1
Y, (RS FERERAT, BB,

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt with good elaboration (FtH 2t A5 A i 2 H- B - 14,
HR e RS T, BEHE# 5 1), The pace and intonation are both smooth. The register is
appropriate to the situation and consistent. The vocabulary and grammatical structures are appropriate.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response
Uh.. AARERESM uh . WAZAES, RE 7 — uh —28 uh KRG, FZAKRR uh FE AR E uh
%o

Commentary

Although the beginning of the response is somewhat confusing (% 438 & 54 uh . . A EEH), the
response does address the prompt and provide a basic answer. The pace and intonation are inconsistent with
intermittent hesitation. The use of vocabulary and grammatical structures are limited and simple.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
Uh .. FREFRHE uh 440 B 7 —2% uh uh um FEMGES) R E, i FIE R, S84% v CLUEET .

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt (B 7 —%¢ uh uh um =2 % ) % 76) and provides an appropriate
but incomplete answer without mentioning the reason for giving the gift. The pace is inconsistent with
intermittent hesitation. The use of vocabulary and grammatical structures are simple and limited.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student Response
A HME, AT WA, T yan2 [EE? 7 FE?] uh SUBE M T ERATESE, &R, RS
M, ARERAER .

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough and appropriate answer. The sentences
are connected using devices such as i27#. It includes appropriate vocabulary with sporadic errors, such as the
use of “yan.” The pace of delivery is smooth with occasional hesitation.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response
W . A HKE, RAMZ [chid | & [dian3] k%, EMEERE, BEMEERREZ, WAL IN, £Y)[nai2]
7 [nai4] & = [xi2] BT,

Commentary
The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic (&£, 5% /7(#]) but appropriate answer. It
contains mostly simple grammatical structures and limited appropriate vocabulary like Z5#£.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
Uh .. 1Rif1z, FEENZ cake.

Commentary
The response addresses the prompt minimally with insufficient vocabulary. It demonstrates a lack of
competence in interpersonal speaking.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 5

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student Response
Uh 518 [dao2] 78 H1 Bl MU B AR AAG E4T B [kaid], (HA2TESRTESE [meil] BRI LLZ IS E
15 [kaid].

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt directly. It provides an example of what Chinese and American people do
when they receive birthday presents: Chinese people do not open them immediately, while American people
do. The student could elaborate more about the difference to get a higher score. The response has a smooth
pace and intonation with occasional hesitation. There are minor sporadic errors in tones: %1i&[dao2]; 3T
[kai4]. The vocabulary and grammatical structures are all appropriate and accurate.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response
AR [hen2] ZAFE. —(H2MA" uh % [youll WEHK, BARAEH Y, —ik [yang2] IRIBMLMEAN, H—MHA
—1% [yang2] HIEK, FAMPEERMAI RN

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt. It provides a basic but appropriate answer. It says that Chinese
people do not sing “Happy Birthday” at their birthday parties. The response does not give an elaboration on
the differences. The response has disconnected sentences. There are frequent errors in grammatical structures
that sometimes obscure meaning: —{F 2% A HIK, HIREHRSE, —HREBRAMELORN, G040
o, FAMEAEIRMAZE AR H . There are several errors in tones: 1R [hen2] £; —#% [yang2]; A~ —%% [yang2].

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
BH [jus] HHBIA .. A [tongl].

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt minimally. It says that Chinese people are different: [ A . . A .
Because of the student's limited vocabulary and grammatical structure knowledge, the response does not
provide a complete answer. The response has labored pace with constant hesitation.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 6

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
ERMBI e, A, —MEE H R e ses AR X B, - BATIRYE, HBERFK B AT, VRIEZER
— L/ NG, EMATFERE, (HERARMPOERTLLT .

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt. It is thorough and appropriate by suggesting a birthday party and
preparing a present (J4TIRES, M EAFKEM L AT, VRIEZEM L8/ MEY)) with elaboration (#4875 %
BEH, HEEARNAERKCEATLLT). The sentences are smoothly connected with words like —#%, H5Z. The
response is delivered in natural pace and intonation. The pronunciation is accurate. Rich vocabulary (75,
H47, £, 0 ) is used with no errors.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
JERZE A2 [shi3] #845%, EH B, EEEREES, BEIFEIEEEEEAT A, R, EERRAT R

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt with a few suggestions (41, RZE %, 1517 4). The sentences
are loosely connected. The pace and intonation are inconsistent with hesitation and repetition, but do not
necessitate special listener effort. The use of vocabulary is mostly appropriate.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
FAE R uh ting] [#5?7] —ke [££7], BEWZRZ um M 2HAE—H, EIEGRMEEE

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt (FA'iF: &L, BH 7R £) but provides an incomplete answer. The
sentences are fragmented (um#%" 2 7E —1#). Labored pace and frequent errors in pronunciation “tingl,” “—

ke” necessitate constant listener effort. Appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures are minimal.

© 2018 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



