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EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2018 SCORING GUIDELINES

TASK COMPLETION
Presentation addresses all aspects of
prompt with thoroughness and detail,
including explanation of view or
perspective
Well organized and coherent, with a
clear progression of ideas; use of
appropriate transitional elements and
cohesive devices
Cultural information is accurate and
detailed
Presentation addresses all aspects of
prompt, including explanation of view
or perspective
Well organized and coherent, with a
progression of ideas that is generally
clear; some use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices
Minimal errors in cultural information

Presentation addresses almost all
aspects of prompt, including
explanation of view or perspective,
but may lack

detail or elaboration

Generally organized and coherent; use
of transitional elements and cohesive
devices may be inconsistent
Generally correct cultural information
with some inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic directly
but may not address all aspects of
prompt

Portions may lack organization or
coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and cohesive
devices

Cultural information may have several
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic only
marginally or addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Scattered information generally lacks
organization and coherence; minimal
or no use of transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information has frequent or
significant inaccuracies

Presentation addresses prompt only
minimally

Lacks organization and coherence
Cultural information almost entirely
inaccurate or missing

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression
Natural pace with minimal hesitation
or repetition
Pronunciation virtually error free
Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of expression
Smooth pace with occasional
hesitation or repetition, which does
not distract from the message
Infrequent or insignificant errors in
pronunciation

Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Generally consistent pace with some
unnatural hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation do not
necessitate special listener effort
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
and style appropriate to situation
Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes with
comprehensibility

Inconsistent pace marked by some
hesitation or repetition

Errors in pronunciation sometimes
necessitate special listener effort
Use of register and style appropriate
to situation is inconsistent or
includes many errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Frequent hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener effort
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility
Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

Not in Japanese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation

LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms
Variety of appropriate
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, with
sporadic errors in complex
structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms
Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, but
with several errors in complex
structures or limited to simple
structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures sometimes
interfere with comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language
Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been excerpted.
Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

The Cultural Perspective Presentation assesses speaking skills in the presentational communication mode by
having students present their perspectives on a specific topic related to Japanese culture. The prompt is
comprised of one statement in English identifying the audience, context, and a presentation prompt to which
the candidate is to respond.

On this year’s exam the prompt instructs the candidate to present their perspective on Japanese technology and
inventions, begin with an introduction, present five examples or aspects of Japanese technology and inventions,
and end with a concluding remark. The candidate has four minutes to prepare an outline and two minutes to
record their response. The response receives a holistic score based on how well it accomplished the task in terms
of task completion, delivery, and language use.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

SREROT I 7o —ZOWCEELET, T -FHOREII., BARAD, b—. L. HAROFH#HH T, HAD
FERRTELS T, MBS R, B, 5T, WV TT, B, BRIZOWT, H, D\ h, Fiepi

. MY 20 Td, TERHOREMIE, AFTT, HROASKRIL, H—. WADWARNNTTT 1 —ndH
ST, H—, TyTIPELLE—ADHVET, H—, AvE—UR=a—RXAER50D1F, H. A~vHEMH DR,
H—, R, RILWNTT, =FHOHFHINLTT, ., BAD M LD, H—, I, H—, HHRFLTH
FLHTT, BLYZ, boAltfnEd, WEHOREIEL, H—. HROHETY, HROHIL, OT T )z
KEAHVFET, FPIFR= T U RCIVEVREDEPHY ET, H—. TDT T FOFT, /INSWVRER
2 EH-oT, Av—FERHY £, BRI, HOETILD, H—., 77/ ad—%, b—., Wy, H—.
LW, oZ &%, Ao ET, TV, HEHORHEIX, —., tMOEBXTT, HAROET A S —LDEXR.
b—, TLE, REOZLIE, ETH, Hb—. NGB’ H- T, H—, W ERBRWET, b—, fEmE LT, BA
DTF77ad—FZETHEELLANTT, BHA~ LT Z R, b, H—, EXZE., L<SABRBWVWEN
<3, LLETY,

Commentary

This presentation demonstrates excellence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The
presentation addresses all aspects of the prompt, focusing on Japanese technology and inventions with
thoroughness and detail (e.g., HAD XA <KL, H—, WAV WARNRTZT 4 —NboT, b—, 7y 7 IUMN
L S=AbHVET, H— AvtE—UR=a—RFRL5DIF, b, AvKREMHIK, H—LS LV TT)and
including the speaker’s views and perspectives (e.g., #Al%, HAIZOWZ 5, H, DWWz b, HEpfid, HochEk
Y 72u»T7). The response is well organized and coherent with a clear progression of ideas, using appropriate
cohesive and transitional devices (e.g., £ —%& H OFr#IE; —F B OFEIL; H—ibm & L C). The response
provides rich and detailed cultural information (Fi##g; A~—h 7+ A L H; 7 L B4 —A). The
response is delivered at a nice and measured pace throughout. The response has rich vocabulary and
expressions (e.g., ##{¥; fE4; B % A &), though there are some errors and/or unnatural expressions (e.g., H A&
X, HOETAD, H—, 77 /uav—%, b—, i, b—H LWV, OZ L&, EoOFE7). Avariety of
appropriate grammatical and syntactic structures are used (e.g., HA~, & L17< Z &2, Hhid).
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response

2, BRD, 22—, 77 /v —%, 2zx-ok, EFTT, 2x&, —0DHIZ, ETAF—LAIF, 2—0&, &
—, W\ TT X, x—»n&, FEREL, 22—, Y—=—IF, 22—, EF. 22—, &fTT, 22—, "HOHIZ, A
AR, AL EBELTT, 22—, b, =2HIZ, Ty VIEEbLLANTT L, 22-o&, HERT, 22—
FALER )=, 2—, HxFET, T, WOHIZ, 2x22&, 2THDIE, 22—, 2EWVWTT X, 22—, DX
BlE, 22—, 2EWVWTTIFE, 2z2-o&, 2THDIE, Th, 22—, 2LWTF, ILoHIZ, 2—.

animation ., X, TIEL LRV ET, 2—L. [TBEDL] L. ®animation X, x—> &, ELWVTT L, &
—. REBIZ. 2. BARD 22—, BEAA, 2. 130 BRANE, 2oL EHAVWWTT D, 2—>2&, HAD
technology & invention (X, 2> &, EFTT L,

Commentary

This presentation demonstrates competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The
presentation addresses all aspects of the prompt, including five examples (¥ 7 47— L, A~ K, 7 v 7 VU ; 72T
% ; animation) with some explanations for each sample, and the speaker's personal view (x.. HA, Z—.
AAAN, 2. IF. BEAAZ. 22o&, HRAVLWTTNL, 2—o &, HAD technology & invention (%, x- &
. EFT7 X). However, the response lacks detail or elaboration. The response is generally well organized and
coherent, using some transitional elements and cohesive devices (e.g., —2 BIZ; ~ 2 HIZ; &%1%(2). The
response contains some pronunciation errors (e.g., 7 »» 7’V instead of 77 7"V ; Y —=— instead of ~ =—) and
some unnatural hesitation (e.g.,, x —»> &, {ERK%E L, 22—, Y—=—{F, 2—, LT, 22—, &t TY).
Grammar and syntactic structures are limited to simple structures and include several errors (2. ——> & . X
e 2—, Y—=—I%, 22—, kT, 22—, &% T7). This response would have earned a higher score had
it contained more details or elaboration, fewer English words (e.g., animation, technology, and inventions),
fewer hesitations, and more complex grammatical and syntactic structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response

XU FE LT, Fil¥[name of candidate], & H L E7, HA®D technology I%.. W TF 4, il 2 1ZHHHR
W, WO TT, BATIIEROWIZIT 2 & T, Fhu D [long pause] )b [long pause | £ A, EEIE, 72<
SAh, bhivd, [long pauselhm .. HA®D, HA®D ., hagawa business % [long pause] hagawa . (2295 ®
1Z1ZT9, [long pause] ah

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in presentational speaking. The response addresses only some
aspects of the prompt ( #FrE#z, ). Although a transitional device (417> 5) is used, the information is
scarce and is not organized. Frequent pauses interfere with comprehensibility and necessitate constant listener
effort. Errors in pronunciation interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., H A<? hagawa business % ). The
response is limited to simple sentence structures. Limited control of grammatical and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with comprehensibility (e.g., ZFTIZIZ°WIT T < Z & TF). Insufficient and inappropriate
vocabulary frequently interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., /21X, 72< & A. P41 5). This response
would have received a higher score if it had provided sufficient information and had more control of
grammatical structures and vocabulary. A smoother pace also would have earned a higher score.
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