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EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD
Suggests
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE
Suggests
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains
nothing that
earns credit

AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2019 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation

TASK COMPLETION

e Directly addresses
prompt and provides a
very thorough and
appropriate response;
includes elaboration
and detail

e Smoothly connected
sentences

e Directly addresses
prompt and provides a
thorough and
appropriate response;
may include
elaboration and detail

e Connected sentences

e Directly addresses
prompt and provides an
appropriate response

e Sentences may be
loosely connected

e Directly addresses
prompt and provides a
basic but appropriate
answer

e Disconnected
sentences

e Directly addresses
prompt and provides an
appropriate but
incomplete answer

o Fragmented sentences

e Addresses prompt
minimally or
marginally

e Very disjointed
sentences or isolated
words

DELIVERY
Natural pace and intonation with
minimal hesitation or repetition
Accurate pronunciation (including
tones), with minimal errors
Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Smooth pace and intonation with
occasional hesitation and repetition
Occasional errors in pronunciation
(including tones)

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Generally consistent pace and
intonation with intermittent
hesitation and repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including tones),
which do not necessitate special
listener effort

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
appropriate to situation
Inconsistent pace and intonation
with hesitation and repetition that
interfere with comprehension
Errors in pronunciation (including
tones) sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

Use of register appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or includes
many errors

Labored pace and intonation with
frequent hesitation and repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
constant listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

Very labored pace and intonation
with constant hesitation and
repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
intense listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

e Mere restatement of the prompt
e Clearly does not respond to the prompt
e “Idon’t know”; “I don’t understand”; “Please repeat”; or equivalent in Chinese

LANGUAGE USE
Rich and appropriate vocabulary
and idioms with minimal errors
Wide range of grammatical
structures with minimal errors

Appropriate vocabulary and
idioms with sporadic errors
Variety of grammatical structures
with sporadic errors

Mostly appropriate vocabulary
and idioms with errors that do
not generally obscure meaning
Mostly appropriate grammatical
structures with errors that do not
generally obscure meaning

Limited appropriate vocabulary
and idioms with frequent errors
that sometimes obscure meaning;
intermittent interference from
another language

Mostly simple grammatical
structures with frequent errors
that sometimes obscure meaning

Minimal appropriate vocabulary
with frequent errors that obscure
meaning; repeated interference
from another language

Limited grammatical structures
with frequent errors that obscure
meaning

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary with frequent errors
that significantly obscure
meaning; constant interference
from another language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures with
frequent errors that significantly
obscure meaning

e Not in Mandarin Chinese
e Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2019 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been excerpted.
Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This question assessed speaking ability in the interpersonal mode of communication by having students
respond to a series of questions in a simulated conversation. The task comprised a statement identifying
an interlocutor and conversation topic followed by six questions. Students were allotted 20 seconds to
speak at each turn in the conversation. Students should demonstrate ability to interact appropriately,
given the specified cultural context, in an unrehearsed, spontaneous fashion, and their responses should
reflect integration of a variety of critical thinking skills—such as analyzing, synthesizing, and
evaluating—in the process of meaning negotiation.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
B AR ERARIIR, A AEAr as K8, FRIAE R m A UAEA A2, Fr AR 5.0 BB R B AR & 25 LK
£ R TIBUAN, RMAENER, BERMGES B, B,

Commentary

The response addresses both parts of the prompt directly and provides a thorough answer to the question of 4F
SRR T, IR IEAE 4B e ? The student first responds to the greeting (E {141 A ¥ ERVRHIKX) and identifies a
recent activity (FFITLEN HEEKE . W ETE2EZ). The speaking pace is natural, without hesitation or
repetition, and pronunciation is accurate. Rich and appropriate vocabulary is used (Hi&#; mH; VUL, .0, 5
%). A good range of grammatical structures is also used, such as [%: 7 ig 4 I4h; t; and FrLA. Although the
response has received a score of 6, it can still be strengthened by properly using adverbs, such as 7. In the
sentence FRITE A 5y P DUSEA 2228, B AFRA-HE 0 BB K B 4E & & L 19 KA, if the response had changed 7 to
245, the response would be stronger. At the 6 score level, minimal errors such as this are still acceptable.
This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
Uh 1T uh 218 £ [duo2] K114 [qingl], uh &2 uh uh LB ZEHE, H2E uh LA uh 2 [xuel] &, &
£ L2 [xuel], BIMEBILM L2, 84 .. KA kel] LUK [hen2] Z 13N, B .. ARZHHESHM.

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer: uh &t uh 118 £[duo2] K]
HE .. 1B . BT [kel] DUIR [hen2] Z 131, 1B .. AR L K Z# . Sentences are loosely connected
(e.g., i) and speaking pace is generally consistent with intermittent hesitation. Errors in pronunciation
include tones which do not necessitate special listener effort, for example £ [duo2]; 1 [qingl]; £ [xuel]; 1B
[hen2]. The sample includes mostly appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures with errors that do not
generally obscure meaning, such as &R Z# 1 £ The response could have received a higher score had it
included more details, for example, FEITITFHR L FR, OCEEMGZFEEH, NEZMRINGE), BEHE

KREZE%Z . The response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking.
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AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2019 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
Uh 1 [nil] #F [haod], F 3£ jin4, F 5, uh M4 [caid] AT, uh K T LLAH uh 5 T2 [xued] AP ' [zhong3] X
[wen4] A4k, uh 3 x- FA yao2 [H?] IR, RAIIT RIB LT

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer: Uh 1R [nil] &F
[hao4], 3% jind, T3¢, uh M| [caid] A T, uh Bk 1 LASF uh BR T £ [xued] AP H [zhong3] 3¢ [wen4] LAt
uh & x- A yao2 [H?] 1R, #RIIIT A IEF. The student seems to understand the prompt, but the attempts to
address it are incomplete. The student begins to identify a recent activity (% 7 2[xued] AP 3. LL4}), but the
rest of the meaning is either incorrect or incomplete. (uh B& 7 PA4k uh Bk T2 [xue4] AP ' [zhong3] 3¢ [wen4] A
4k, uh & x- I A5 yao2 [B27?] IR, RT3 1R 4F) The speaking pace is very labored, with frequent hesitation and
repetition. There are frequent tone errors that necessitate constant listener effort, for example 7 [cai4]; £
[xued]; # [zhong3]; X [wen4]; 75 yao2 [¥2?]. There are errors in vocabulary that obscure meaning, for example
F 4 [caid] A 1. The use of #ix instead of |4 would clarify the student’s meaning. Limited grammatical
structures with errors obscure meaning, such as 7 yao2 [#2?]. The response would have earned a higher score
had it completed the sentence with what the student was busy about, for example, f& 7 £ AP thx PL4N, FRIBE
Hefi k. As it is, the sample suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking.

© 2019 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student Response
Uh {R—3€ uh 7% uh sRiE %, HE1F uh CH&E, K4 uh RERL, FMAERZH uh A uh sRiEH, Friif
DL uh A REARAE B .

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer (%73 uh -t H &, [K1% uh
KFEAREF). The response also includes detail (1R £ 1) uh e uh 238 52, FrLAal L uh A AEIR{E ), and
sentences are connected using terms such as [543 and frA. There is a logical progression of ideas within the
response. Despite occasional hesitation, listeners can easily follow the response as the pace is smooth, and the
pronunciation is clear. There are sporadic errors (e.g., F1G 1R £ /) uh & uh 312 5 should be WG 1R £ AL
#:1E 5i); however, none of them are major, and they do not obscure meaning. The use of vocabulary is
appropriate with a variety of grammatical structures (X— 5 uh J:Z%; [N % ... FTLL; AT AE). The response could be
strengthened by limiting hesitation and correcting the sporadic errors mentioned above or by providing
additional detail. This response suggests excellence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response

Uh B4 = H ol uh \REF, WARKSRAK .. B, K% uh E&HR.

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt with a basic but appropriate answer (= A 58t uh /\ H &4F, H &R
K #4). The pace of delivery is inconsistent with hesitation. The first part of the response is very good, but the
student clearly struggles to provide the reason to support the earlier statement. In addition, the response
contains limited appropriate vocabulary and errors that sometimes obscure meaning (e.g., should FI A K .. &
be WA K% or should it be WA & 4215 K R). This response could be improved by providing more information
and using more appropriate vocabulary to further connect the sentences and to complete the task (e.g., K A7E

BE, HFRMERRFHIRE Mo ).

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
He [f1?7] IT-E4E, TMOWMTHERLZH um. . RLH .. uh. . uh EZHHITRET LAIZER um dand xied [{H27] Ik F=
2

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt only marginally (F[1J3#17) and contains disjointed sentences with
insufficient and inappropriate vocabulary (he [f1?] % 13; dan4 xie4 [{H/27?] &7 %) that significantly obscure
meaning. Listeners can’t be certain that the student understood the prompt as the response only contains
information mentioning the student’s city, rather than the best time to visit. The pace of delivery is labored,
with frequent hesitation and repetition (/8 £ um .. EZ 1 . . uh 1R £ 1)). The response could be
improved by adding a time or specific months to visit, for example ?ﬂa 3455 H AR T, which is needed to
complete the task. This response demonstrates a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking because it
addresses the prompt only marginally and does not provide a response to the question.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student Response
Uh g IR LA, HA4AE uh. . 2HA P uh #RE R REIRER L 2 RS, AMRE
A uh @R

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt with connected sentences and provides thorough and appropriate
details. The pace is smooth with occasional hesitation (e.g., & uh .. /& ... uh #5 ... uh H HZ#1%) and its
vocabulary and grammatical structures are appropriate (e.g., K 2; tLig; Hi42). The response could have earned
a higher score if it had more appropriate vocabulary and less hesitation (e.qg., $ 5 BT (414 =& — 184 44 () i 5z
By, RAERZEENR Ty, LR AT, RHCES A E &% . ). This response suggests

excellence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
Uh 7£ uh FAF:1EHE [kang2] MM, 7E 5 [kang2] /1E Mark Twain FI%K. {2 TR 2 KF [shud], Lban [rud]
Tom Sawyer's Cabin, & uh RA] LEFHMIIE.

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer. The sentences are loosely
connected (e.g., tk#1). The pace is generally consistent with intermittent hesitation and repetition (uh 7 uh
{E1E ... 7£; fih £ Aih ). It has errors in tones (¢ kang2; & shu4), which do not necessitate special effort from the
listener. The vocabulary and grammatical structures are mostly appropriate with errors that do not obscure
meaning. The response could have earned a higher score if it had included less hesitation and more
appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures (e.g., BAETERFIMN, ML H —(HIRE L ik =&, maBx
MR K. 7E18 SARAME R L2 B s eE, i HE e LA BB 3. ). The response demonstrates

competence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
Uh ZAMIEA AR Z 1 uh IBEF A9 . &4 uh IS E K uh 7 ZFR Y, RIBEE. AIRZ 1S .

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt directly and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer. It does not
answer the question 1B it i#% 5t 24 with a specific place to visit, instead it simply suggests that there are “/R£.”
It has a fragmented sentence (18 £ [#)35 #)). The response has hesitation and repetition 5 %; #£3%). It also has
a vocabulary error () that obscures meaning. The phrase /245l #F suggests interference from English. The
response could have earned a higher score if it had included more appropriate vocabulary and grammatical
structures (e.g., TAMHEE —(EHEH A 2B ARE, FEARFE H RIS 75 AR 2 RS, R 58, ).
As it is, the response suggests lack of competence in interpersonal speaking.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student Response
BB . ATRERR, WAPEERE (MR . . MIES). FRAOER, HBRERIT, BIREZANSEIT
[da2].

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt. It first provides appropriate answers by naming the activity (17
FE¥K) and stating the reason ([A % EER & — 1R 4D . . AiEE)). Then it includes some elaboration (753 )£
¥, L WARMIRAT, H1R2 A E#IT [da2]). The sentences are connected with the conjunction X% and the
adverb 4, while the pace and intonation are generally smooth with occasional hesitation. Appropriate
vocabulary (1R4F3t ... #i4T) is also used throughout the response. This response could have earned a higher
score had it provided a more detailed description (e.g., IR AN— Tk, BUEZIHEF 6 L1854 EEK. ) and
been presented at a smoother pace with less hesitation. This response suggests excellence in interpersonal
speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
I [wol] 7F [zai3] A%, tao2 jil [ #%?] A tao2 jil [F#5?]. Uh FRE SRR [zuil] uh FATIEE) [huol
dong3] /& uh &K, K& EEREE RIS BRMERE, 2RI,

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt directly with an appropriate answer to both parts of the prompt (to name
an activity and explain why). Although the response begins with a sentence that contains a pronunciation error
(tao2 jil [ 2%7?]) that cannot be readily understood, the rest of the response is characterized by consistent pace
with occasional errors in pronunciation (e.g., i [zuil]; % # [huol dong3]) that do not necessitate special
listener effort. The vocabulary and grammatical structures used are mostly appropriate with a few errors (/¢ £k
FEBHR B B AR fd B, th 2 1R 47 35) that do not obscure meaning. This response could have earned a higher score
if it included additional elaboration (e.g.,’T-8i% BLH A%, 0] LUE 2R 2 N1E# BB 23K, ). The
response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
Uh % [& [meil guo3] 54K [xuel xiao3] /E4F [henl hao3], tiffft) = #K [xi4 huan2] uh B[] xian4 hao4 [{55£?
2157], N [yin3] % xian3 haol [{S%8? 247 %1 [hail zi] 1R,
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4 (continued)

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt minimally by providing a few isolated but comprehensible words (e.g., =
# ... 2R ... K1 4) that connect marginally to the question. It is characterized by labored pace and frequent
hesitation, such as (uh 2 [meilguo3] [¥], 2% [xuelxiao3] /R 4T [henlhao3], filf" ) & #k [xi4 huan2] . . uh &
# xian4 hao4). This response could have earned a higher score had the key word (e.g., the name of the
activity) been pronounced accurately and if the reason for suggesting this activity had been articulated with
vocabulary and grammatical structure that did not obscure meaning ([ Zsis flil % 85245 1) 5 B4R 41). This
response demonstrates lack of competence in interpersonal speaking because it has not clearly identified an
activity and given a reason for suggesting that activity.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 5

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
W, R RAEE, RIS EMESEEE R SRS MR SRR RS, A N R . A
AR )R BTG B S o BT DARES A A5 Bl 50 2% BE 1At A & i G R

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and offers a complete answer (F&AIE 2, 1 B UEHEHE 7] =8
I AR). It is very thorough, with elaboration and very specific details, such as what kind of tea her parents
prefer and why they prefer Chinese tea ({1 3F & &8k A MU HE A%, DRI Z AR AP /N R (et vy At AP35 45 26 [0 1) 2 35 1
A )5k 52 4F). The response has a natural pace and intonation and accurate pronunciation. It has good
vocabulary with a minimal error (%% F instead of %% #£) that does not obscure meaning. This response
demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response

W, R4 TR E R [ba3 ba2] M#ELE [ma3 ma2] #4 [lil wu2]. Aibf" [ta3 men] = #K [xil huan2] um fff = #k
[xil huan2] #EF1iE [zhe3] H 7 A& [dong2 wull. &M= 8 EY) [dong2 wu2] H b, Fdff 2 [zuil] Z#K
[xil huan2] iEM#. #f.

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt. The student expresses his appreciation for the gift (/R4
& [ba3 ba2] F#545 [ma3 ma2] 447 [lil wu2]), which is appropriate and polite. The response provides the
specific gifts (fth /=8 [xil huan2] FEFE [zhe3] W FE A E)¥) [dong2 wull). The response could have earned a
higher score if the student spoke more about the Chinese gifts that the student's parents like. There are some
errors in tones, such as ¥ [ba3 ba2] F4545 [ma3 ma2]; =4 [lil wu2]; Z#X [xil huan?2]; # [zuil], which
necessitates listener effort (b= #k [xil huan2] #E fllig [zhe3] # ). This response suggests competence in
interpersonal speaking.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
Uh &, w2 —fE, TR [ced suod] uh WK EE . Uh wH, LEBHBIMEE, PEIHETE, R [ced
suo4] W g,

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt (4 B4F 4 [ce4 suo4] uh 1% 75). However, the response does not
mention what gift the parents might like (instead mentioning what the speaker likes). Therefore, it is an
incomplete answer. The response features a labored pace with frequent hesitation. There is minimal
vocabulary in this response, and the pronunciation error ({4 [ce4 suo4]) obscures meaning and necessitates
listener effort. An improved response to this prompt would include a specific suggestion of a gift the parents
might like (e.g., B * B4 4 F)4< Alk). This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 6

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student Response
Um R E 58— B MR, R g R — M um 7R —NMRARE, RIAE R IR, FRMATIER LR, W
SRR —(E A, IRBEE T oRIELESERER) uh &L,

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough and appropriate response (#— 2L AK; 47
— AN FH A, R 235 K A B, FR 0981 5 S5 RE). Tt includes elaboration and detail (% ARz, 3 B30T IR % 55
JE; RBEME R oRiE L L B Y uh £+ Ef). The pace and intonation are smooth with occasional hesitation and
repetition. Vocabulary and sentence structure are appropriate. This response could have earned a higher score
had it included what kind of clothing to bring, (e.g. IEXI4X k) given a reason for doing so, and been
presented with less hesitation. The response suggests excellence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
PEAIR . B .. 8L [gland], RATRMERELL uh HARRH S, BrCAURELD . | JE8%.

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt directly and provides an appropriate answer by suggesting what to bring
and a simple reason (JEq% . . ##¥ [qiand] ... /REE .. f£#%). The response is delivered at a generally consistent
pace with intermittent hesitation (it . . 5% . . #78€ [qiand], K &AM A K E s uh HAth 3 77). It also has
errors in tones (e.g. #% [gian4]) which do not necessitate special listener effort. The vocabulary and
grammatical structures are mostly appropriate (e.g. 514, 5%, #78% [qian4], K4, FTLA, 1£8%). This response
could have earned a higher score had it suggested another item to bring, and explained with additional
elaboration and detail. The response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
Uh &%, FHESRERZ uh i uh 1R 2 uh 2B uh 7&E), AR L uh ki

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt only marginally by mentioning “3& & 3% &) 1)z #%,” touching on the topic
of the question without actually responding to it. The sentences are very disjointed. The pace is very labored
with constant hesitation (e.g., % uh {5 uh 18 £ uh 51 uh i58), A1 £ uh jkEE). This response could
have earned a higher score had it included a specific item and a reason for bring this item. This response
demonstrates a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking.
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