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Question 1 
 
3 points 
 
One point is earned for correctly describing one power of the British prime minister. 
 
Acceptable descriptions may include: 

• Introducing legislation 
• Calling for or initiating a referendum 
• Appointing the cabinet, Lords, or other government officials 
• Calling an election 
• Responsibility for diplomatic or foreign relations  
• Implementing policy 
• Acting as head of government 
• Representing the government in Question Time 
 

One point is earned for correctly describing one way the British parliamentary system restrains the power of 
the prime minister. 
 
Acceptable descriptions may include: 

• Votes of no confidence 
• Not passing a bill 
• Question Time 

 
One point is earned for a correct explanation of how parliamentary systems enhance the power of 
the prime minister in the policy-making process. 
 
Acceptable explanations may include: 

 
Support of a majority party government means that it will be easier for the prime minister to advance her or 
his policy agenda. 

 
 
A score of zero (0) is earned for an attempted or off-task answer that earns no points. 
 
A score of (—) is earned for a blank. 
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Question 1 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 

The intent of this question was to assess students’ understanding of the prime minister’s power in parliamentary 
regimes. The skills tested were descriptive and explanatory. Students had three specific tasks: to describe one 
power of the British prime minister, to describe one way the British parliamentary system restrains the power of 
the prime minister, and to explain how parliamentary systems enhance the power of the prime minister in the 
policy-making process. 

Sample: 1A 
Score: 3 
 
The response earned 1 point for describing the power to “call for a snap election” as a power of the British 
prime minister. Additional acceptable descriptions include introducing legislation; calling for or initiating a 
referendum; appointing the cabinet, Lords or other government officials; responsibility for diplomatic or foreign 
relations; implementing policy; acting as head of government; and representing the government in Question 
Time. 
 
The response earned 1 point for describing “question time and votes of no confidence” as ways the British 
parliamentary system restrains the power of the prime minister. Another acceptable description is not passing 
a bill.  
 
The response earned 1 point for explaining, “As the prime minister’s party members will be more likely to 
support his/her proposed policies, having them as majority in parliament makes it much easier for the prime 
minister’s legislation to be supported.” The response clearly explains that the prime minister is a member of 
the majority party and has its support; therefore, it will be easier to advance his or her policy agenda  

Sample: 1B 
Score: 2 
 
The response did not earn a point for describing a power of the British prime minister as “commander-in-
cheif.” The queen is the actual commander in chief. Acceptable descriptions include proposing legislation; 
appointing the cabinet, Lords, or other government officials; calling for or initiating a referendum; calling an 
election; responsibility for diplomatic or foreign relations; implementing policy; acting as head of government; 
and representing the government in Question Time. 
 
The response earned 1 point for describing “votes of no confidence” as one way the British parliamentary 
system restrains the power of the prime minister. Other acceptable descriptions are not passing a bill and 
Question Time.  
 
The response earned 1 point for explaining that parliamentary systems enhance the power of the prime 
minister “[b]ecause the PM is from the majority party” and “so policy-making has less gridlock and it is easier 
for the PM to achieve his or her policy-making goals.” The response clearly explains that the prime minister 
has the support of the majority party and that this allows the prime minister to advance her or his policy 
agenda. 
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Question 1 (continued) 

Sample: 1C 
Score: 1 
 
The response earned 1 point for describing the power “to meet with foreign powers and sign foreign treaties or 
agreements” as a power of the prime minister. Additional acceptable descriptions include introducing 
legislation; appointing the cabinet, Lords, or other government officials; calling for or initiating a referendum; 
calling an election; implementing policy; acting as head of government; and representing the government in 
Question Time. 
 
The response did not earn a point for describing, “unlike the chief executive of a presidential system the Prime 
Minister has very little influence over the legislative process and can be voted out with a vote of no confidence” 
as one way the British parliamentary system restrains the power of the prime minister. Even though the 
response mentions votes of no confidence, the first statement shows lack of understanding of the role of the 
prime minister in the legislative process as well as of the chief executive in a presidential system. Acceptable 
descriptions are votes of no confidence, not passing a bill, and Question Time.  
 
The response did not earn a point for explaining, “their party must have a majority of the members of 
Parliament.” The response does not adequately explain that the prime minister has the support of the majority 
party and that this means that it will be easier to advance her or his policy agenda. 
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