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Question 1 
 

General Directions: This scoring guide is designed so that the same performance expectations are applied to 
all student responses. It will be useful for most of the essays read, but if it seems inappropriate for a specific 
paper, assistance should be sought from the Table Leader. The Table Leader should always be shown booklets 
that seem to have no response or that contain responses that seem unrelated to the question. A score of 0 or — 
should not be assigned without this consultation. 
 
The essay’s score should reflect an evaluation of the essay as a whole. The students had only 15 minutes to 
read the sources and 40 minutes to write; the essay, therefore, is not a finished product and should not be 
judged according to standards appropriate for an out-of-class assignment. The essay should be evaluated as a 
draft, and students should be rewarded for what they do well. The evaluation should focus on the evidence and 
explanations that the student uses to support the response; students should not be penalized for taking a 
particular perspective. All essays, even those scored 8 or 9, may contain occasional lapses in analysis, prose 
style, or mechanics. Such features should enter into the holistic evaluation of an essay’s overall quality. In no 
case should a score higher than a 2 be given to an essay with errors in grammar and mechanics that 
persistently interfere with understanding of meaning. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 9 – Essays earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for the score of 8 and, in addition, are especially  
 sophisticated in their argument, thorough in development, or impressive in their control of language. 

 
8 – Effective 
 
Essays earning a score of 8 effectively develop a position on the most important factors that an individual or 
agency should consider when deciding whether to establish a wind farm. They develop their position by 
effectively synthesizing* at least three of the sources. The evidence and explanations appropriately and 
convincingly support the student’s position. The prose demonstrates a consistent ability to control a wide 
range of the elements of effective writing but is not necessarily flawless. 

 
7 – Essays earning a score of 7 meet the criteria for the score of 6 but provide more complete 
explanation, more thorough development, or a more mature prose style. 
 

6 – Adequate 
 
Essays earning a score of 6 adequately develop a position on the most important factors that an individual or 
agency should consider when deciding whether to establish a wind farm. They develop their position by 
adequately synthesizing at least three of the sources. The evidence and explanations appropriately and 
sufficiently support the student’s position. The language may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but generally 
the prose is clear. 
 
5 – Essays earning a score of 5 develop a position on the most important factors that an individual or agency 
should consider when deciding whether to establish a wind farm. They develop their position by synthesizing 
at least three sources, but the evidence and explanations used to support that position may be uneven, 
inconsistent, or limited. The student’s argument is generally clear, and the sources generally develop the 
student’s position, but the links between the sources and the argument may be strained. The writing may 
contain lapses in diction or syntax, but it usually conveys the student’s ideas. 
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Question 1 (continued) 
 

4 – Inadequate 
 
Essays earning a score of 4 inadequately develop a position on the most important factors that an individual 
or agency should consider when deciding whether to establish a wind farm. They develop their position by 
synthesizing at least two sources, but that position may be inappropriately, insufficiently, or unconvincingly 
supported by the evidence and explanations used. The sources may dominate the student’s attempts at 
development, the link between the argument and the sources may be weak, or the student may misunderstand, 
misrepresent, or oversimplify the sources. The prose generally conveys the student’s ideas but may be 
inconsistent in controlling the elements of effective writing. 
 
  3 – Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for the score of 4 but demonstrate less success in  
 developing a position on the most important factors that an individual or agency should consider when 
 deciding whether to establish a wind farm. They are less perceptive in their understanding of the 
 sources, or the evidence and explanations used may be particularly limited or simplistic. The essays 
 may show less maturity in control of writing. 

2 – Little Success 
 
Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in developing a position on the most important factors 
that an individual or agency should consider when deciding whether to establish a wind farm. They may 
merely allude to knowledge gained from reading the sources rather than citing the sources themselves. The 
student may misread the sources, fail to develop a position, or substitute a simpler task by merely summarizing 
or categorizing the sources or by merely responding to the prompt tangentially with unrelated or inaccurate 
explanation. The prose often demonstrates consistent weaknesses in writing, such as grammatical problems, a 
lack of development or organization, or a lack of control. 

 
1 – Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for the score of 2 but are undeveloped, especially 
simplistic in their explanation, weak in their control of writing, or do not allude to or cite even one 
source. 

 
0      Indicates an off-topic response, one that merely repeats the prompt, an entirely crossed-out response, a 

drawing, or a response in a language other than English. 
 
—    Indicates an entirely blank response. 
 
∗ For the purposes of scoring, synthesis means using sources to develop a position and citing them accurately. 
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Question 1 
 
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 
 
This year’s synthesis question asked students to use material from the six provided sources and develop a 
“position on the most important factors that an individual or agency should consider when deciding whether to 
establish a wind farm.” To achieve this task, students needed to read all the sources, drawing support from the 
information to write their essay. To do well, students were expected to understand that they were, in essence, 
creating an argument using the supplied information as well as knowledge that they already possessed. 
Students also needed to understand that, with sources arguing among one another, students did not have to 
accept each source as “correct”; instead, the students needed to evaluate the provided information based on 
their own knowledge and perceptions of the world.   
 
Responses were expected to integrate the information with the students’ positions, not merely repeat the 
information. Therefore, students were expected to understand how to integrate the support for competing 
arguments into their own. 

Sample: 1A  
Score: 8 
 
This essay effectively develops a position framing the factors singularly as an “obligation to the Earth.” While 
the response does not explicitly list the “factors,” it is clear from the introduction that environmental impact is 
the primary factor, and the efficiency of wind power falls within the overriding concerns. The response does 
not simply assert without substantiation that environmental factors should be considered but supports each 
point with evidence from the sources. The response also presents a convincing case for examining other 
factors, like cost, as secondary (e.g., “Not only will the people receive much more energy for the same price, 
but doing so releases much less CO2 into the atmosphere”). Energy independence (“no longer hav[ing] to rely 
on fossil fuel importation from other countries”) and the accessibility of the energy source are other secondary 
factors discussed in the response. The student acknowledges the potential opposition to wind power but 
credibly argues that the negatives, such as noise, are not the factors that matter. Using the analogies of cars 
and large cities, the student provides a relevant and interesting discussion of how humans adapt to 
innovations (like wind farms) and come to accept them because of their benefits (i.e., “as these people saw the 
benefit to such innovations first-hand, there was no longer such a negative stigma about them”). The prose 
demonstrates a consistent ability to control a wide range of effective writing but is not flawless (e.g., “Even 
though evidence points to wind power as a positive choice, such a darastic change rouses opposition”). 
 
Sample: 1B 
Score: 6 
 
This essay begins with a lengthy introduction that demonstrates some confusion on factors (“Newer tactics, 
such as solar power and wind farms have started to sweep the nation. These factors are better 
environmentally”); however, the response goes on to adequately develop a position that “when an individual or 
agency is considering whether or not to establish a wind farm, they must examine the environmental aspects, 
but also how the people in the community will be affected weighing the pros and cons.” The essay adequately 
synthesizes sources with appropriate and sufficient evidence and explanations. For example, in discussing the 
factor of the “asethic issue,” the response explains that the presence of wind farms “could ultimately decrease 
the value of homes nearby and the likelihood of people to live in them.” When referencing Source C, the   
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Question 1 (continued) 
 
student demonstrates a clear understanding of the factors but becomes mired in the discussion of those factors 
(e.g., “Is it worth the complaints of the locals? Is it worth putting the health of those nearby at risk?”), thereby 
keeping the response from being more than adequate. The lengthy presentation of source F followed by the 
statement that “wind energy has positive effects when being examined environmentally” is likewise adequate 
but does not rise above that level. The writing contains some lapses, but the prose is generally clear (e.g., “If 
the location is distanced from the community, and wind plants would reduce the use of more harmful energy 
producers like coal, then establishing a wind farm would probably greatly aide the community”). 
 
Sample: 1C 
Score: 4 
 
The essay develops a seemingly clear but inadequately developed position that the “most important facter 
when it comes to consideration about wind turbines when establishing a wind farm would be potential cost, 
the amount of power it can produce and health issues that come along with that technology.” The response 
attempts to synthesize Sources B and F in the second paragraph, but the link between the argument and the 
sources is weak (e.g., “When it comes to energy humans want it out the moment they need it so to support that 
we need wind turbines that produce a lot of energy”). The essay presents simplistic explanations that are not 
sufficient or convincing enough to adequately develop the position (e.g., “turbines will be great for society 
because it will only cost $97/MWh while producing electricity” and “[p]eople can move to places like Texas 
where people appreciate wind power and aren’t that close to wind turbines”). Additionally, the response 
demonstrates a misunderstanding of what wind turbines are and how they work (i.e., “This innovation is used 
to capture natural wind in high altitudes of earths atmosphere”). The prose does generally convey the student’s 
ideas, but it is inconsistent in its control of the elements of effective writing (e.g., “Wind turbines are pretty 
loud when it comes to producing electricity because of it low frequencies, it can potentially harm people’s vital 
organs like our brain”).  
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