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EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
writing

VERY GOOD
Suggests emerging
excellence in
interpersonal
writing

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
writing

ADEQUATE
Suggests emerging
competence in
interpersonal
writing

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
writing

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates lack
of competence in
interpersonal
writing

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2019 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat

TASK COMPLETION
e Directly addresses prompt
and provides a very
thorough and appropriate
response; includes
elaboration and detail

o Directly addresses prompt
and provides a thorough
and appropriate response;
may include elaboration
and detail

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides an
appropriate response

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides a basic but
appropriate answer

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides an
appropriate but
incomplete answer

e Addresses prompt
minimally or marginally

e Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression
Orthography and mechanics
virtually error free
Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation
Generally exhibits ease of
expression
Infrequent or insignificant errors
in orthography and mechanics
Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses
Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility
Errors in orthography and
mechanics do not interfere with
readability
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register and style appropriate to
situation
Strained or unnatural flow
of expression sometimes interferes
with comprehensibility
Errors in orthography and
mechanics may be frequent
or interfere with readability
Use of register and style
appropriate to situation is
inconsistent or includes many
errors
Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Errors in orthography and
mechanics frequent or interfere
with readability
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression

constantly interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics very frequent or
significantly interfere with
readability

Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

o Clearly does not respond to the prompt
e “Idon’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese

¢ Not in Japanese
e Blank
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms
Excellent use of grammar and
syntax with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms with sporadic errors
Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures with sporadic errors
in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms
Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, but with several
errors in complex structures or
limited to simple structures

Some inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures sometimes
interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language
Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1

Sample: A

FMITE NN 6 IR E FT1 ORPEICEE T, FRVRH D05 6 RFIZB & 2 uXWyid2awnvig Eb - EE -0
‘/C:\j—()

Sample: B
A HIX, BHARHRHCES T, LREEE T,
Sample: C

iIns< LeREET,
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2019 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors.
Overview

Text Chat 1-6 evaluates writing skills in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students respond as
part of a simulated exchange of text-change messages. The prompt comprises a statement in English
identifying an interlocutor and conversation topic and a series of brief messages to which students respond.
Each message consists of a chat entry in Japanese and a brief direction in English that provides guidance on
what is expected in that response. Students have 90 seconds to read the message and respond at each turn in
the text-chat exchange. Each of the six responses receives a holistic score based on how well it accomplishes
the assigned task, and all six scores count equally in calculating the total score.

On this year’s exam, students participated in a text-chat with Ryoji Sumida, a student reporter from a sister
school, on the topic of healthy habits. To successfully respond to the prompt, students needed to (1) respond to
an initial inquiry, (2) state a general opinion about going to bed early, (3) give at least one example of exercise
that high school students often do, (4) respond to an inquiry about eating breakfast every day, (5) explain that
response, and (6) give advice to students who want to lead a healthy lifestyle.

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and provides
a very thorough and appropriate answer by elaborating on the student’s desire to get more sleep. The delivery
exhibits natural and easily flowing expression. Orthography and mechanics are virtually error free. The
register is consistent and appropriate to the situation. The response contains rich vocabulary (7ZV 72VY; & o
L) and excellent use of grammatical structures (B & 727 VT 220y 3 o & 721)) with minimal errors (B
& F T should be & 7).

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate response (+EFIZE & T, EFRE £ 7). The use of register is appropriate to the
situation. It uses appropriate but limited vocabulary (& H) and grammatical structures with minimal errors (%A
73 should be FAlX; £ #F should be £ #F(Z). This response could have earned a higher score had it contained
richer vocabulary, used more complex grammatical structures, and included more elaboration and detail.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate but incomplete answer, providing only the time at which the student goes to bed.
Limited control of grammatical structure (#25 < U %) interferes with comprehensibility. This response could
have earned a higher score if it had answered the question more completely and had it demonstrated better
control of language use.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 2

Sample: A

BCELZZEFLETHVWELHWET, KIZWWE D TTnD, Th, L SAEBENER D126,
BEEEWET, BTV ObRITHEEE T AL R R ELRTEWT EE A,

Sample: B
FNIBE<SEDZ EFDR VW ERWET, dzntEDs T
Sample: C

DLOEERH-TEL, R<EEFHEALBLVET,
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 2

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt by stating an
opinion and adding a brief description of the benefit of going to bed early, followed by a thorough explanation
about the difficulty of actually doing so. It is well organized with a clear progression of ideas and uses
transitional words and conjunctions, such as ~7>%. T%, ~72 5. The insertion of 727 in WL\ 72 & v EFisa
minor error and does not interfere with comprehensibility. Register is consistent and appropriate. The
response includes rich vocabulary, such as ##! and &G,

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt by asserting
that it is good to go to bed early. Register is appropriate to the situation. While the response does contain
errors (F 5 Z & 572  may be &% Z & i3 ; omission of Z & i3 in 425 72\ »#-2), they do not interfere with
comprehensibility. The orthography error 725 72\ > s T slightly interferes with readability. While 725 is
typed with AP kanji (2 %) in the first sentence, it is not converted to kanji in the second sentence. This
response could have earned a higher score had it contained more detail and used a wider variety of
grammatical structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. The reply addresses the prompt to some
extent by describing sleeping habits. However, the answer is incomplete because it does not address the key
element of the prompt, which is to state an opinion about going to bed early. A grammatical error (5-< &£t
A EEBHWET should be < EZ V& H UV E ) in the second sentence does not affect comprehensibility.
However, readability and comprehensibility are both impeded by the orthographical error (> % 9) in the first
sentence. Similarly, if 3 $ \ & §° were written using AP kanji, it would have strengthened delivery. This
response could have earned a higher score had it provided an opinion and exhibited greater control of
grammatical structures.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 3

Sample: A

EEITT 0?2 Edh, NTA THEL EADEREIZAR=Y EEIZITL Z EIIAKBHHEHTT, Th, TIF
— D& Lpholnb, FUALTEDEBEWET,

Sample: B
T AV A OEREITE oD —RKIKRTHERN ) SAE I E IS LET,
Sample: C

TFAEIZICAE 7289 5O5TT,
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 3

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and provides
a very through and appropriate response including elaboration and detail by mentioning an alternate exercise
(4 »RA) for people who do not play sports. The expression flows naturally and easily. Orthography and
mechanics are virtually error-free except for 971X —->. The response consistently uses an appropriate register.
A variety of appropriate vocabulary is used (##; A&.). The response uses excellent grammar (A X713 & 5 1EH)
T and TIE—2% Lgholzhb, XU AHTEDHEHNET, ).

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate response (& > 7>—; 7K¥K; #FEK). Errors in orthography (& - 7>—) and unnatural flow
of expression (- Ek\ 9 9 A £ 9) do not interfere with readability. The use of register is appropriate to the
situation. This response could have earned a higher score had it included more elaboration or detail.

Sample: C
Score: 1

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It marginally addresses the prompt (7
A& for #ll;E). Inappropriate use of vocabulary (IZ A & 72 & 9 5> T7) interferes with comprehensibility. This
response could have earned a higher score had it provided a complete answer with better use of language.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 4
Sample: A
FZI—I NV bE T T N7 e BRET, EOVRLTVL, BOLWTT, KELESEAASTVET,
Sample: B
BbmAHIZIIAZRRET, 0TV 2/8FET, BHOLWTT,
Sample: C

FOABLLRADEZREDOET D ET, LEADSATETT
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and provides
a very thorough and appropriate response with elaboration and detail, including reasons for the student's
breakfast preferences. It flows easily and includes a variety of vocabulary and structures (e.g., fEY <9\ L ;
%772 < E A Ao TV ET). Although it contains a minor orthographic error 75 / /L 7, the use of register
is consistent and appropriate to the situation, and the use of grammar is excellent with no errors.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate response. Register is consistent and appropriate to the situation. The vocabulary is
appropriate but limited (e.g., £-~<F9; &> L\"). An orthographic error (/X7 =t for /{4 —=5) does not
interfere with comprehensibility. Grammatical structures are simple. This response could have earned a higher
score had it included elaboration or detail and used a wider variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It attempts to directly address the
prompt. However, the labored expression and the word choice result in an incomplete answer. Errors in
orthography (£ \WWAH; 72XEDE; < Y £7) are frequent and significantly interfere with
comprehensibility. This response could have earned a higher score had it provided a complete answer with
better use of language.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 5

Sample: A

HITBRPPTVWCTET NS, ZLT, FROEDIILY IBY IEWNDH L, §ITIHAZTRET,
Sample: B

FAFRRIR SV EEA - TT 2D, TH, B2V,

Sample: C

FARBDD S HTRATTT,
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 5

Sample: A
Score: 5

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt (F§ T¥
RN T W T E T 5) and includes elaboration and detail (FD7=HIZLww 9 Hw H E WD L, HIZITAZ T
~ % 97). The response generally exhibits ease of expression and contains a variety of vocabulary (e.g., 72 ;
Lw9oHBw 9 \B). Except for a missing \» in 37T £ 7, the register is appropriate to the situation. The
response demonstrates appropriate use of grammar for the most part, with sporadic errors in complex
structures (e.g., L ¥ 9 Hw 9 # 5 L). This response could have earned a higher score had it contained more
complex grammatical structures, richer vocabulary, and more elaboration and detail.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt (A% 23
H Y FH AL - TTH5) and demonstrates appropriate use of grammatical structures. Strained or unnatural
flow (H Y £ A > TI»5) does not interfere with comprehensibility. The response contains appropriate but
limited vocabulary (e.g., B¥f#; £ <7-\"). This response could have earned a higher score had it contained
more elaboration and detail. A wider variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures would have improved
the quality of the response, as well.

Sample: C
Score: 1

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It addresses the prompt minimally by
referencing food (72~ % ™) and eating (7= ~*7=). Insufficient vocabulary impedes comprehensibility, and limited
control of grammatical structures (7=X& DD 5 & ; 72-372) significantly interferes with comprehensibility.
This response could have earned a higher score had it more clearly addressed the prompt with better control of
grammatical structures.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 6

Sample: A

BRNNVEERN L-WEREITFBE LS, BLEAZEDIZI>DVWEHWET, Z LT, @BENREYWE AN
HOIEI NN EEHWEST, BHEERILET,

Sample: B
FLDT RAL ZFFR TV XN BKE DA E T, BKIT—FRFEREBNET,
Sample: C

RRIBE-DE_"ET, BRL~7 TV ROTRRIWNIEE - L
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 6

Sample: A
Score: 5

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a thorough and appropriate response that includes elaboration and details, such as sleeping, healthy
eating, and exercise. The delivery exhibits ease of expression. It contains a variety of vocabulary ({8 %)
and appropriate use of grammatical and syntactic structures (I% 5 23\ ) & By F 97), with sporadic errors (&
Wi should be fRiI2V W BSED Z & DIiE S shouldbe B<ESIEY; AXS5DIEH shouldbe B51E ).
The error in mechanics (comma after 4% H) is insignificant. This response would have earned a higher score
had it contained rich vocabulary and more variety and control of grammatical and syntactic structures.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate response. Errors in complex structures (FAD 7 K31 R ... ®AFEF should be FAD
T RAA T L DT LT KE 7 should be KE577) do not interfere with readability. This response would
have earned a higher score had it contained elaboration and details and displayed more control of grammatical
and syntactic structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate but incomplete answer. Insufficient, inappropriate vocabulary significantly interferes
with readability (K&.72 &%) may be jox2 H % & ~<4). Limited control of grammatical and syntactic
structures in an incomplete response significantly interferes with comprehensibility (532 &~ 2 KL Ko )y
BRIWNWEH - L maybe B L~ RV M &S EBFEDIEH 3D - &). This response would have
earned a higher score had it displayed better control of language, in terms of vocabulary and grammar.
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