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EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains
nothing that
earns credit

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2019 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation

TASK COMPLETION
Directly addresses prompt
and provides a very
thorough and appropriate
response; includes
elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt
and provides a thorough
and appropriate response;
may include elaboration
and detail

Directly addresses prompt
and provides an
appropriate response

Directly addresses prompt
and provides a basic but
appropriate answer

Directly addresses prompt
and provides an
appropriate but
incomplete answer

Addresses prompt
minimally or marginally

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression
Natural pace with minimal hesitation or
repetition
Pronunciation virtually error free
Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation
Generally exhibits ease of expression
Smooth pace with occasional hesitation or
repetition, which does not distract from
the message
Infrequent or insignificant errors in
pronunciation
Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses
Strained or unnatural flow of expression
does not interfere with comprehensibility
Generally consistent pace with some
unnatural hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation do not necessitate
special listener effort
May include several lapses in otherwise
consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation
Strained or unnatural flow of expression
sometimes interferes with
comprehensibility
Inconsistent pace marked by some
hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation sometimes
necessitate special listener effort
Use of register and style appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or includes many
errors
Labored expression frequently interferes
with comprehensibility
Frequent hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener effort
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly interferes
with comprehensibility

Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt
“I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese

Not in Japanese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms
Excellent use of grammar and
syntax with minimal or no errors

Variety of vocabulary and idioms
with sporadic errors

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures with
sporadic errors in complex
structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms
Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, but with
several errors in complex
structures or limited to simple
structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures

sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms frequently
interfere with comprehensibility
Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language
Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2019 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Note: Students' responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been excerpted.
Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task evaluates speaking skills in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students respond as
part of a simulated conversation. It comprises a statement in English that identifies an interlocutor and
conversation topic, followed by a series of four related prompts in Japanese. After each prompt, students have
20 seconds to respond.

On this year’s exam students participated in a conversation with Takeshi Nakamura, a homestay coordinator,
about an upcoming homestay. To successfully respond to the prompt, students had to (1) respond to the
coordinator’s self-introduction, (2) explain why they wanted to do a homestay, (3) express their preference for
either a week-long or month-long program, and (4) indicate a day and time they could meet the following week
for further discussion.

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student Response
IhbZF, LALBRANBVWLET, FAOLRNL, [name of candidate] T9, Um, 22 &, ZDOKR—L AT
AWCELAZLTWET, 22 &, MTHEWVWTLIEEWN,

Commentary

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a thorough and appropriate response with some elaboration (fif ¢ & v T < 72 &), The flow of
expression is relatively smooth, and the register is consistent and appropriate to the situation. Although the
response is relatively short, the use of grammar is appropriate, with a minor error (x—A AT AT L AT L
TV E79) that does not distract from the message. The response could have received a higher score had it
contained more complex grammatical structures and rich vocabulary or had it provided more elaboration and
detail.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response

TUHFELT, 22, 7L, £4HilE [name of candidate] T3, Uh, 72L. 2-&. W&, laugh £¥5F LA
LSBEWLET, 22—, DElLiX, 2oL, 29, Z—LATAELoTHLINLWVRAZ, HH, T
Ho TIWT, laugh H V3L H TN ET,
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1 (continued)
Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate response. The pace is generally consistent, albeit with several hesitations, filled with
pauses (Uh; % - &), and repetitions. The strained flow of expression does not interfere with comprehensibility.
The response includes some lapses in register (9 7L L\ 2z ; 3272 dH). It is comprised of formulaic
expressions and simple structures. The response could have earned a higher score had it contained some
elaboration and detail and exhibited more ease of expression and consistent use of register.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
BlT L > X9, % [name of candidate] T3,

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt partially with
a greeting and self-introduction, but it does not respond to the prompt's use of IZ U F LT or LA L < BREW
L % 9. The response is short and contains two basic structures, a formulaic greeting ($1% & > &£ 7°) and
13 [name of candidate] T7. The speech is fast and somewhat slurred. This response could have earned a
higher score had it directly addressed the fact that the student was meeting Mr. Nakamura for the first time.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

o, HI-L—, ToOLRIMNDHARKGEENG, £, bRoAERBRLIEWATTR, ERVWETIIEE
FEL7ZD, TULREEDNEREL, RYIZW, HAROAEEIZRLEZ S T, LE-T, RLBEBRLEWEBnE
7,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a through response, including elaboration and detail explaining why the student desires to do a
homestay. (K< AGEEFELEY, TLEENZRIEL, RYIZ, BAROAEFIZHLE S T, LE-7). The
flow of expression and pace are natural with only minor errors (5% L 72\ A T3 42, & By F 7 should be %
BRLIWEBWET; BLEH T, & - Tshouldbe L% 572 & B o). Appropriate register and style
are used consistently. The response demonstrates excellent use of grammar (A C9; GEL7=V; T L E LDy K
L% ) and contains a variety of vocabulary (41%), including rich vocabulary (#&5%; H= A &).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
I—Ah, WOBLHEARGED, bx .. &2, Wb L .., mEWY, ERWETRL, F—ALAXT A%, LTEWT
‘a‘o

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate response (3Z{t.2%; mHEVY, & E\E3)25). The grammatical structures are
appropriate with one minor error (\X> %, ... T H>). The inconsistent pace marked by some hesitation does
not interfere with comprehensibility. This response could have earned a higher score had it included stronger
language use and elaboration.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
L ADE— BRmLAATA &, E RS LV, ochxobk F—LAARTAITIO LY, uh TT D,

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt and provides
an appropriate but incomplete answer (75— A X7 A (L7 ® LV , uh T3 2). The expression is labored, and
the response contains frequent hesitation and fragmented language (2. > &, mF—AL AT A &, L. LI LW).
This response could have earned a higher score had it clearly stated a reason and exhibited better delivery.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
EiX—r AR, W EEWET, HD, R, uh, R TS SABARGELZ, uh, @IRTHHEH Y EHA
Mno, —# H, uh, —7 HAQA, —#» AR, uh, 352 ENHKEZHE NN ERWET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt with a very
thorough and appropriate response by stating a preference and providing a detailed explanation for the
student’s choice (FA1%, @K T2 SAHRGEL, BT 282H 0 £ A0 5). The expression is easy and
flowing, with a natural pace and minimal hesitation. There are examples of excellent grammar and syntax (52
1 AR5 2 & AAHRTZ 5), as well as rich vocabulary (B4x; — » A ).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
bh—&—, —HM., FEEWES, 286, HD5, H—, AUDPWTT, HH, WHBEOIDAFETHRAN
<9,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate answer by stating a preference (—i#[#]) for one of the programs. The attempt to
provide areason (72 ¥/ 5., HDH . B U T7) is limited to simple structures that do not clearly state a
reason for the choice. The response contains several errors (72 & H W E77; W3- A) that do not interfere
with comprehensibility. This response could have earned a higher score had it contained a more clearly stated
reason for the student’s preference. It could also be strengthened by the addition of elaboration and detail.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
Mmm, %45, —HEIZ. bo 5B A, 2006, [cough] U, 72 EARMNZWE? FRTH. . FhiZ
SSs,

Commentary

This response demonstrates a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
by attempting to state a choice, but the statement of preference is not clear (—#fii%. & > & 525 A). The pace
is inconsistent and marked by hesitation (Mmm). The limited control of grammatical structures interferes with
comprehensibility (U . 72 < S AR/ 720 ). This response could have earned a higher score had it
contained a clear program choice.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
2ok, FMIFKEEZLS SARBRLRH 506, uh Bro &t LV, TH, uh EEER, HEHIZ, uvh B2
Aoy RIS, uh 13722 L7 5, TEET, uh ZORHE, WA TT D,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt thoroughly
and appropriately, including elaboration and detail by stating a reason (&% 7% % /%) and providing a
specific date and time (£ HiZ., uh, B ZiXA. FEFiZ). The flow of expression and the pace are natural with
minimal use of filled pauses (uh), which do not distract from the message. The use of register is appropriate
and consistent. The response demonstrates excellence use of rich vocabulary (uh) as well as grammar with
minor errors (& ZIX AR for R ZIZADKHT; 342 L35, TEXET foriZRd 2 N TEXET).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
KEOABERO . 1KE, W2 & BnET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate response, but does not include elaboration or details. The grammatical structure is
simple and contains an error (W 72 & v vE 7). The response exhibits some unnatural flow and hesitation
that does not interfere with comprehensibility. This response could have received a higher score had the
student spoken at a smoother pace, exhibited more control of grammatical structures, and included more
varied vocabulary while giving a reason for preferring the selected meeting day and time.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
uh TH, .. TH . ..o, KA, 25, DL, BNDNTT, 1D, SEEAWVWNTT, LW E I ET,
[laughter]

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate but incomplete answer (no specific date and time is mentioned). The expression is
labored, and frequent hesitation and repetition interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., TH. .. T%H; W, A
U CY0), requiring constant listener effort. This response could have received a higher score had it
demonstrated better control of grammatical structures.
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