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EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains
nothing that
earns credit

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2019 SCORING GUIDELINES

TASK COMPLETION
Presentation addresses all aspects of
prompt with thoroughness and detail,
including explanation of view or
perspective
Well organized and coherent, with a
clear progression of ideas; use of
appropriate transitional elements and
cohesive devices
Cultural information is accurate and
detailed
Presentation addresses all aspects of
prompt, including explanation of view
or perspective
Well organized and coherent, with a
progression of ideas that is generally
clear; some use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices
Minimal errors in cultural information

Presentation addresses almost all
aspects of prompt, including
explanation of view or perspective,
but may lack

detail or elaboration

Generally organized and coherent; use
of transitional elements and cohesive
devices may be inconsistent
Generally correct cultural information
with some inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic directly
but may not address all aspects of
prompt

Portions may lack organization or
coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and cohesive
devices

Cultural information may have several
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic only
marginally or addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Scattered information generally lacks
organization and coherence; minimal
or no use of transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information has frequent or
significant inaccuracies

Presentation addresses prompt only
minimally

Lacks organization and coherence
Cultural information almost entirely
inaccurate or missing

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression
Natural pace with minimal hesitation
or repetition
Pronunciation virtually error free
Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of expression
Smooth pace with occasional
hesitation or repetition, which does
not distract from the message
Infrequent or insignificant errors in
pronunciation

Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Generally consistent pace with some
unnatural hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation do not
necessitate special listener effort
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
and style appropriate to situation
Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes with
comprehensibility

Inconsistent pace marked by some
hesitation or repetition

Errors in pronunciation sometimes
necessitate special listener effort
Use of register and style appropriate
to situation is inconsistent or
includes many errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Frequent hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener effort
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility
Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

Not in Japanese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation

LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms
Variety of appropriate
grammatical and syntactic
structures with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures with
sporadic errors in complex
structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms
Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, but
with several errors in complex
structures or limited to simple
structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures sometimes
interfere with comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation

Note: Students' responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been excerpted.
Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

The Cultural Perspective Presentation assesses speaking skills in the presentational communication mode by
having students present their perspectives on a specific topic related to Japanese culture. The prompt is
comprised of one statement in English identifying the audience, context, and a presentation prompt to which
the candidate is to respond.

On this year’s exam the prompt instructs students to present their perspectives on Japanese housing and
buildings, begin with an introduction, and present five examples or aspects of Japanese housing and buildings
with a concluding remark. The student has four minutes to prepare an outline and two minutes to record their
responses. The response receives a holistic score based on how well it accomplishes the task in terms of task
completion, delivery, and language use. In addition, the score reflects the level of cultural knowledge exhibited
in the presentation.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

BARDE (W2) REWIT., 7TAVIOFR (W2) REMIZ, X TETHLEWET, —DHIZ, BARD, uh

F (WZ) X, A D AT, L, FALD, BV T, FFLICIEZ, FEO, 4B, Y ET, Thnn, &
WTWIREETO, F (W x) B, 20VWTT, H—. BRODFIT, L, BoFE (\©x) &L, IV, i<

W, BECHBRTWET, “oHIE, HRADFE (0W2) 1A=L, 0 TWZERHY £, LT, LA
B, B, OAN, 75FET, EOANI, Xvbr—T%, F (\0Wz2) OANCLZE, THhFEd, =2HIZ.
—. o, Z2HIZ, HAOFE (\Wx) X, Z0WTWw, &, T, Enb EJ, KIFEZWT—ET, FTIEET
T, WoHIZ, BAOFIE, W TWERHY 3, 12, EITiE, 8. BARH- T, BAAMNT, X<, &
FEBT T, SAERET, HOHIZ, BAD, BHR, Oo, 1, 20T, 73— bV ET, b—., b
ELT, BT, BAR, @O, HiZ, EFATHIEWTT, 7AUBE, ETHEVET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The presentation
directly addresses the prompt and provides a very thorough and appropriate answer, including elaboration and
detail (e.g., JEIZIE, fE°. BB H - T, BANIT, K<, FEFZBF T, 4% R £ 7). It includes detailed
cultural information by mentioning the residence name plate (##L), the entryway (¥%[), and the close
proximity of the houses (H ADZF X, L<BEOF L, IV, EITETHATUVET). It is well organized,
with consistent use of transitional elements (—> B2 ; Z=2>HIZ; =2HIZ; WMo>HIZ; Lo HIZ), and ends
with a concluding remark (#%im & L C., RATHARKDOFIZEA TH72VTT). The pace is natural, with minimal
hesitation (% —), and the pronunciation is virtually error free. The response contains rich vocabulary (e.g.,
L BoEE).
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response

Ihhnb—, BHRDOZE (96) &, BIZONWT, §ELET, 2—»o &, 7. BADE (5H) T, =\,
Zok, FD, Fo, FoABRBVET, 2—ok, « + FoMAT, 2ok, <D%, DINT, 2o&. F
(HB) . &, AVFEJ, LT, _FHOFEIZ, KOMTT, 2o, —, mVWTWHADFE (95B) T, K
DRI, H-oT, BFEhE, 2—o &, ATFHER, HVET, 2—o L, E—0Z=IZ, HADO—, BATIX, DS
I,V EIDBEODIT, KB, OLEITE-T, 2oé—, HRAEEVWES, 2oL, « - H—, LT, H
MZ, » « 2ol —, ITAHAAVBREN, HDHR-oTEELRE, D, HL—I0F, AYlL, KT, Kbl
DEETT, 2ok —, TIT, H—, Zo&—, =AL<DHE—, T, =FEN, ®BVET, £, b—. T
—, HIZ, 2o, BRDFE (Hb) 1T, XTU¥, b, ®VET, 2oL, XTUFT WomfEr, Rz
LB, TE 5,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. It addresses
several aspects of the topic: 1T > A (ZBH); IRKOM; B T L—v; X7 4, and includes an explanation
of the student’s perspective (e.g., [T oA T; < D%, LW T;FE%E2, AV ET; RITAABREN, HHRoTx
F L=, o, TL—I0F, RY2, KUY TT). The response is relatively well organized with the use of
cohesive devices (e.g., £7 ; — & H OFFIL; #VUIC) and contains cultural information that is generally
correct, but with some inaccuracies (=5 ®#; £ T. =HHD, &Y £7). The pace is generally consistent with
some unnatural hesitation (e.g., X > & —), but the response includes several lapses in the use of register (X<
VAR, WWE A R7=Z 23, T% 3). The vocabulary is appropriate but limited. The use of grammatical
structures is appropriate, but there are several errors in complex structures (e.g., 5 =12, HARDEATL, D5
IHED X HDBDIZ, KHiZ, OL xH7E- 7T, 8F & EvyET). This response could have earned a higher
score had it contained more detail or elaboration, exhibited less hesitation, and demonstrated a better control
of grammatical structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response

FLOA4HIL, [name of candidate] T7, FAlL. HARDE (95) %, FLEHT, BADOE (95) &, /hEW
EIbWTTH, BERDFE (9b) &, B\, &, AU»N2WVWTTH, BADE (Hh) &, LoTHLENWT
T, BROE (96) . &, TAVIDOFE (H9H) BLoTHHRZ— 85, ARDFE (95) B, LoTHW

WTT, BT, BADOZE (9b) &, IfETT I,
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)
Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. It addresses
the topic only marginally by talking about Japanese houses in general (e.g., AADFE (9 H) %, Lo THx
nWCd; FE. BARDOFE (9 5H) &, 4% T7). The information is generally scattered, and the response
lacks organization and includes no cohesive devices. The response includes frequent repetition (e.g., HA® 9
%). Insufficient vocabulary and idioms (e.g., HA® 9 H %, £\) frequently interfere with comprehensibility,
and the limited grammatical control results in fragmented language (e.g., H KDFE %, /NI W& ZHWTT; H
RKDOZ %, H, &, A U270 TT) and interferes with comprehensibility. This response could have earned
a higher score had it provided sufficient cultural knowledge and used vocabulary and grammatical patterns
correctly to express the student’s views and opinions.
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