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COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
Section II

Time—100 minutes

Directions:  You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. It is suggested that you take a few
minutes to plan and outline each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each
question. Illustrate your essay with substantive examples where appropriate. Make certain to number each of your
answers as the question is numbered below.

1. Identify and discuss two goals that a country hopes to achieve by establishing a presidential electoral system
based on majority vote that requires runoff elections. Both Russia and France have established such a system.
Using specific evidence, explain whether each of these goals has been achieved in the following countries.

• Russia since 1993

• France since 1962

2. The recruitment of political elites is important in any political system.

(a) Identify and discuss two factors that affect elite recruitment in both China and one of the following:
India or Mexico or Nigeria.

(b) Is it easier to gain access into political elite membership in China or in one of the following:  India or
Mexico or Nigeria? Explain your answer, using the two factors you identified in (a) and your knowledge
of the political systems of the countries.

3. Since the late 1980’s, there have been several proposals, some of which have been adopted, to change the
constitutional structure of the United Kingdom. Identify and describe three of these proposals. For each of
these proposals, discuss one problem it was designed to address.

4. The following characteristics are often associated with democracies.

• Sustained and recurring national elections

• Competitive political parties

• Civilian control over the military

• An independent judiciary

(a) Select two of the characteristics above and for each of these two characteristics, explain how it contributes to
democracy.

(b) Has each characteristic you selected in (a) contributed to democracy in either India or Mexico or Nigeria?
Explain your answer.

END OF EXAMINATION
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